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"Christianity is in it's very essence a
resurrection religion. The concept of
resurrection lies at it's heart. If you
remove it, Christianity is destroyed" -
John.R.W.Stott
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(" SHEPHERD CELL, UESI-TS
It was a time of refreshering and
renewing to the 16 delegates of
The Shepherd Cell Conference
held from 14th to 16th March 2019, M@
at UESI TS Study Centre. As prayed :
and prepared, the sessions went
on excellent. In his Keynote
address, Bro. Krishnaiah ¢ ; .
encouraged the delegates from the Theme from Psalm 92 and expounded various
provisions, "The Lord made time for HIS people". Valentine Davidar's first day
devotion was on 'The greatest commandment' of love from Mark.12:28-31 which
was a challenge to the listeners.
Following days he explained the subject 'bearing fruit', various hindrances for
bearing fruit from the parable of sower from Mark 12:11-21. He dealt at length
about four types of soil and hearts to receive. Other senior graduates Bro. Amardev
Prasad, Bro. A S Isaac, Bro.Ashok have dealt with remaining topics. An open
session was also initiated to know the views of the delegates on various issues
pertaing to senior graduates.“As prayed for the health, travel and other needs of
delegates, The Lord's presence and HIS guidance was with us". To God be the
\_glory! - Bro. Sathyanarayana, Shepherd cell, UESI-TS )
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A HE CROSS'OF CHRIST

‘What would be your initial
reaction if Jesus is born and died
in our generation?’ Professor of a
Bible college asked this interesting
qguestion to his students. He was

surprised to hear a quick
response from the students saying
that they would have simply taken
a selfie with Jesus carrying the
cross and would have shared with
friends on face book or whatsApp.

Cross-of Christ today has sadly
viewed as a symbol of beauty, a
symbol of adornment, a symbol on
houses, church buildings and on
white washed tombs and an old
story repeated year after year. No
wonder the first century Jews,
Greeks and Romans viewed the
cross of Christ in similar terms but
for the gospel writers and Apostle
Paul ,Cross is central to their lives,
faith andPreaching.

“Jews demand miraculous signs
and Greeks look for wisdom, but
we preach Christ crucified: a
stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, | Cor 1:22v"

Firstly, we will explore what cross
is to Jews. The death of Jesus on
the cross is a scandal to the Jews.
The word ‘scandal’ is defined as
an event or occasion that causes
public feeling of shock and strong
moral disapproval. Jews were
always after Jesus demanding
miraculous signs. Their
understanding of ‘Messiah’ is of a

powertul miltary ruler who can
redeem them from the oppression
of the Roman Empire. They did not
completely understand the
meaning of the scriptural verse ‘
cursed be the one who hangs on
atree’. For Jews cross is a matter
of weakness, defeat and
humiliation.

Secondly, If cross is a scandal to
the Jews it is an absurdity to the
Greeks. The word ‘absurdity’ is
defined as event or idea utterly
opposed to the reason, illogical
and silly. Greeks sought God by
reason and they always argued
from the first principles. They are
unable to understand how God
manifests himself in human flesh
and die such horrible death and
yet save the world. Their gods
have died of heroic death and for
them the death of Jesus on the
cross is foolishness. Cross-of
Christ did not match to their
intellectual criteria.

Thirdly,If cross is a scandal to Jews
and an absurdity to the Greeks,it
is an ‘embarrassment’ to the
Romans. The word
embarrassment is defined as a
state of feeling fooloish infront of
others .Romans reserved the
cross for criminals, traitors and for
lower class people and
interestingly no Roman citizen is
put to death on cross. They
passed a decree that the very word
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‘cross ’ should be removed from the
eyes and ears of every Roman citizen.

The four-gospel writers have
devoted a sufficient amount of
space to the last week of Jesus life
on earth. Mathew and Mark about
a third, Luke a quarter and John
as much as half. Peter and Paul
also emphasized on the suffering
of Jesus, His death and
resurrection. They encouraged
their readers who are facing
severe oppositions to consider it
pure joy to suffer for Jesus sake.

We shall examine the different
shades of Cross of Christ intermsofits
manifestation,achievements,significance

and splendor.

Firstly, we shall explore the
‘Manifestation of Cross’. Apostle
Paul clearly writes that cross of
Christ manifestes the power of
God and the wisdom of God, |
Corl:24v . Cross-manifested the
power of God.Power to deal with
sin and to restore people to the
right relationship with God. Cross
also has got the power to
transform individuals. Cross
awakes the dullest conscience,
melts the hardest heart, cleanses
the unclean and redeems the
prisoners. Also Cross- manifested
the wisdom of God. The
foolishness of God is wiser than
human wisdom. The world
operates on self centredeness and
God operates on self denial. He
humbled and surrendered himself
and in doing so he established real
wisdom and mighty authority. The
Power & Wisdom of Godwere
establishedonce for all through

12 566 2019] 250 Feord

theresurrection of Jesus Christon
the third day after his death.If Jesus
had taken the curse of God on his
own account that is for his sins
then as Jews argued he would
have never risen from the dead.
But interestingly Jesus bore the
curse of God for the sins of the
entire world on the Cross.

Secondly ,we shallexplore the
achievements of Cross.As stated
in | Corinthians 1:30,Cross-
achieved the righteousness, the
word ‘righteous ‘is borrowed from
the law courts. Itis defined as state
of moral right or behavior that is
right with the accepted standards.
Bible clearly says that there is no
one righteous, not even one... and
no one will be declared righteous
by observing the law, (Romans
3:9,20vv). But Christ achieved
righteousness to all who believe
him through faith. Cross-achieved
holiness,and the word is borrowed
from the temple courts. It is defined
as morally pure or set apart for
holy works. Christ has set all who
believed in him as his own for his
own purposes. Cross — achieved
Redemptionandthe word is
borrowed from the slave market.
The word is defined as regaining
something in exchange for
payment. Christ payed the price
and set us free from the power of
sin and from its consequences.

Thirdly, we shall explore the
significance of Cross. Once Jesus
emphatically stated to all who are
following him that “ If any one would
come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross daily
and follow me” — Mark 8:34v. These



strong and straight words of Jesus
had upset many followers as Cross
of which Jesus is talking about
includes shame, suffering,
humiliation, persecution, rejection,
ridicule, pain, tribulations, trails,
loneliness and even death. Jesus
calls his followers to deny
themselves. To deny oneself is to
die to self,die to worldly lifestyle,die
to worldly passions,die to old
nature, die to old habits, die to old
mindset and die to old man.
Deitrich Bonhoeffer, was a German
pastor and theologian know for his
opposition to National Socialism
and for his great Christian writings.
He was arrested by Hitler in 1943
and was later executed in the
Flossenburg concentration camps
by the Nazi's for his faith and voice.
Before his death writing from his
prison Bonhoeffer once said,
“‘when Christ calls a man, he bids
him come and die”.

Fourthly, we shall explore the
splendor of the Cross-inthe
preaching of the Gospel. Apostle
Paul empathically states in
Galatians 3:1 “before your very
eyes Jesus Christ was clearly
portrayed as crucified”. For
Apostle Paul, the Cross-takes the
central seat in gospel preaching.
The word ‘portrayed ‘comes from
the Greek word “prographo” ,
‘grapho’ means to draw,to paint
and ‘' pro’ means before , put to
gather the word means to draw a
picture before your very eyes.
Gospel preaching is proclaiming
cross visually as a present
permanent reality. It's a challenge
to all gospel preachers to present

the cross in its entire splendor as
the focus and object of personal
faith for any generation and for any
group. The essence of the gospel
will never change. We need to
present Jesus Christ as been
crucified before the very eyes of
the students in its entiresplendor.
The Cross of Jesus on one-side
talks about the holiness and wrath
of God in terms of how much God
hates sins. On the other side, It
talks about the manifestation of
agape Love of God for the
unworthy sinners. The cross of
Jesus crystal clearly brings the
undeniable fact that ,this is the only
way by which God accepts unjust
sinners and there is no other way.
If there is another way to deal with
sin and sinners, Jesus would not
had to suffer and die.

RODNEY SMITH(was a British
evangelist and he conducted
evangelistic campaigns in the
united state and Great Britain.
Rodney is universally called as *
Gipsy Smith’ as he was raised in
Gypsy camp. He was born in 1860
, in a tent and never attended a
school not even for a day. He had
an encounter with the living God,
which has forever transformed his
life. He preached Gospel for over
70 years from the day he met
Christ that is from 1876 to his last
breath, 1947. On one occasion,
the interviewer asked him on BBC
to tell the secret of his unwavering
zeal in preaching the gospel for
many long years ,for which
hereplied, “ | never lost the wonder
of the Gospel”.

Sudhir kumar gaddam
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Name of th Book : 'Visions of Vocation'
Publishers : Intervarsity Publishers India
Author : Steven Garber

Pages : 250

Cost: 180/-

| believe that we need to shift
our focus from expounding deep
spiritual truths to understanding
practical and realistic ways of obeying
God. Christianity boils down to
denying yourself daily and taking up
your cross daily. The book ‘Visions of
Vocation’ exactly does that. Vocation
as the book defines, s
wholesomeness. It addresses a wide
range of relationships,
responsibilities,work, family,
neighbors, citizenship and living before
the face of God.

The book talks on how to love
and be in the service of God. The author
Steven Garber uses narratives, movie
references, personal experiences to
the point clear and understandable. As
believers we also need to be
responsible citizens, be aware of basic
civic sense and must feel responsible
for the social and cultural conditions.
This books rightly addresses these

important issues.

For believers who want to
take their calling seriously, this book
is a feast. It gives new

perspectives and dimensions to our
old problems.

I've thoroughly gone through

26 56 2019] oop Seord

the book and have been blessed. And
as it is my habit to underline the
beautiful phrases and sections for my
future reference, I'd like to quote few
so that y’all get an insight into this
wonderful book of the time.

“We are called to be common
grace for the common good”.

“There are men and women
who saw themselves implicated in
history, responsible for history, and
gave the years of their lives to see their
culture transformed.”

“The secret of a man is the
secret of his responsibility”.

“Knowing what you know
about yourself and the world, what are
you going to do?”

“A mind without a heart is
nothing.”

“How does one learn to see
with the eyes of the heart, to see
oneself as responsible for the way
world is and isn't? Not a cheap
guestion, and there are no cheap
answers.”

Happy reading. God bless.
- Dr. Manohar Paul, Hyderabad.
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F-A-QS On What To Study?

Where To Study?

Career Guidance
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3. In addition to securing good marks in my subjects, is there
anything else required to build a successful career?
Answer: To build a successful career, we need to develop the following:

(A) Communication skills and English: We should develop the ability to
speak fluently in English, and understand other's views. We should also de-
velop the ability to share our ideas freely. We should be able to read and
understand books written in English easily. We should improve our reading
speed and also pronunciation of words.

(B) Analytical and Reasoning Skills: Any career needs analytical and
reasoning skills. We should continue to work on these, right from high-school
age. There are ample number of good books and websites to guide us. We
should spare at least few hours every month for developing these skills. Work-
ing on puzzles will sharpen our mind, and should be practised regurally.

(C) Good character / Etiquette: We should also work on our personal-
ity. Good behavior, proper dressing, speaking politely etc... Based on our
background, its possible to have certain bad etiquette in us. We need to take
help from our graduates and over come them.
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4. After completing my B.Tech, .
| am thinking of learning some .
soft ware courses and become
a software engineer. Please
suggest some good software
courses ?

A) Considering the
current competition and the
demands of soft ware industry, it's not easy to get a software job by just
attending some courses for 3-4 months. If anyone wants to become a software
engineer, he/she should develop the required skills right from the beginning of
1styear of engineering. One should learn a programming language like Java
or C from their first or second year itself. There are so many self - help books,
websites and tutorial videos available for learning. After learning the student
should start writing programs and execute them. Like factorial, Fibonacci and
go on to write programs like solving “8 queen problem in chess” etc... Ability
to write a program for any given problem is the key. Along with it, the student
should also develop good communication skills, analytical and reasoning.
The best way to get into software industry is by getting selected disorving
campus placements.

5. After completing my graduation, | am planning to focus on cracking Groups or
Banking jobs. | am planning to spend at least 3-4 years without any other employement.
Some people are discouraging me to do the same. What should | do?

A) Answer to this question varies based on various factors including the God
given vision, our talents, skills and abilities, our academic strengths, our
financial situation etc... | have seen some students, who have spent 4-5 years
of their life in just trying for Civils and later realized that it's not their cup. | have
seen few going to Nandyal for bank coaching trying for 2-3 years for bank jobs
and couldn’t succeed. | have also seen other students who successfully secured
government, banking jobs too. Dreaming high is good. But having right
understanding of our capabilities is also important. So we cannot give a general
answer to this. A student should meet some senior graduates who know about
him/her and take honest counselling about this matter. Also, | personally feel
that, depending upon financial situation, we should be willing to work on
some part time job to support ourselves. If we use our time wisely, we can
easily balance job and preparation. Another important acept is, if we want to
crack any of these jobs, we should start our preparation from the first year of
our graduation itself. We can build our career in some private sector job and
continue to prepare and attempt for Govt jobs, so that we will have a progressing
career.

- Bro. Kodanda Ram, Graduate Member, Executive Committee,UESI - TS
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - 7 Lacs
March'19
Receipts Rs. Payments Rs.
Opening Balance 141 | Committee Meetings 7,848
General Fund 5,63,186 | Camps & Conferences 21,000
Staff Support 94,555 | Field Staff Salary 4,52,081
MUT 5,000
Repaires & Maintances 13,622
Office Rent 12,800
Office Staff Salary 56,350
TS - EGF 3,000
Bihar 16,000
UESI 25,000
SWF 10,023
Closing Balance 35,158
Total 6,57,882 | Total 6,57,882
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