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PEER-GROUP PRESSURE
IN THE WORK PLACE

Who is a peer? He/she is
a person who is the
same age or who has the same
social status as you. Peer
‘ pressure is strong among young
people. They want to be like
other people of the same age.
This pressure can be seen in all
spheres of life. Our focus in this
article is on the graduates who
are facing peer pressure in their
work places. Let me say a word
to those unemployed graduates
who are qualified and talented
but not getting placed any-
where. Talent without oppor-
tunity can be frustrating. This
article will be useful to you as
and when you get into a job.

(9% Our Identity: We need to be mindful of our identity in Christ in our
work place. We are there for a purpose. Just as an EU student is to be a
witness in his college, a graduate is expected to be a witness in his work
place. When you get into a new job or get transferred to a new place, the
first thing you need to do is to make your identity clear. Let them know that
you are a Christian not by name alone but by your stand. Earlier the better!
Your job-knowledge, work-ethics, dressing, behavior all say something about
you. You need not announce. You will be known before long. It is well said
that “we witness always but use words sometimes”. In Ps 100:3 “It is He
who made us, and we are His; we are His people. Peter and John’s identity
was “these men had been with Jesus”( Acts 4:13). Brother/sister! Do the
people in your work place at least know that you are a Christian?
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(23 Our Integrity: We are to be
honest whether any one is seeing or
not.(Col 3:22-25).God is watching!
The time you reach your work place
and depart matter. Let no one
question you on your punctuality.
Without realizing, you start
comparing”. If only I had a better
vehicle or a better accommodation or
a better dress, my colleagues would
not have commented”. If these
thoughts crossed your mind, you are
under pressure. Your core values are
based on the “Sermon on the Mount”
not according to the pattern of the
world (the realm of sin). Their value
system is different. They expect you
to fall in line with them. Compromise
or perish is their formula. Friend!
Righteousness is right character
before God and right action before
men. Remember! You are already
declared righteous!

3 our Activity: Finish the task
given to you and help others. Be a
trouble-shooter than a trouble-
maker! Keep the institution’s goals
in view. Do not cause loss to your
institution. Your presence in your
office should bring peace. Be a
positive influence. Don’t do ministry
in the office or keep ‘counselling’
over phone/in person with a student/
graduate. Be brief and take it up after
office hours. In your work place as
an employer/employee you are
accountable. Daniel faced such a
situation in his office. The admin-
istrators and the satraps could find
no corruption in him, because he was
trustworthy and neither corrupt nor

negligent in his conduct of
government affairs. They thought of
bringing charges which has some
thing to do with the law of his God.
Praise God! Such a charge brings
glory to God! Let us not do/say
something to please men. Let the
Father in heaven be the judge!

3 Support from the Family:
To avoid peer pressure you need to
resist the temptation of comparing
and grumbling. Your spouse and even
children play a key role in this
situation. Women compare more than
men and pressurize their husbands.
In one of the branches I worked, my
colleague who was a Christian in the
cash department indulged in fraud.
He was caught. When I asked him,
he confessed with tears in his eyes,
that he did it as he was under
pressure from his wife. Paul says” I
have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether
living in plenty or in want”(Phil 4:12).
Our Lord Himself says in Matt 6:32
“For the pagans run after all these
things and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them”. Let
greed not overtake your needs.
Recently I saw a video clip of
Mrs.Sudha Narayanamurthy of
Infosys who is the chairperson of
Rs.2600 crore company. She told that
she has eight cotton sarees.
Sometimes their simplicity puts me to
shame.

3 Sophistry (false logic) from
Satan: This guy can come to us in
any guise. He gives lot of “convincing
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and logical” reasons why you should
purchase it now. He gives discounts,
one-time offers, free vacations, huge
limits on credit cards, foreign trips
what not even the Christian books,
Bibles, gadgets you bought because
of huge discount or clearance sale.
Tell me frankly - did you read them?
Please do not make your book shelf
or your house a go-down. If a
garage-sale is done, we will know
how far we got “convinced”. He
could convince Eve by appealing to
her intellect, emotions and will. He
made her believe that God has
deprived her from becoming like God
by knowing good and evil (Gen 3:5).
He projected himself as the cham-
pion of her rights! How subtle and
crafty! Your big car, that costly
mobile hand set (some of the apps
you don’t even know how to use),
that smart TV with a big screen you
possess- are they possessing you?
Our God knows what is best for you.
Let not status symbol or false pride
mar your thinking. I know one
graduate who once told me that “ I
don’t keep a car for more than five
years”. Whatever be the “well-
meaning advice”, please cross check
with God in prayer and read His
word. Take the counsel of men of
God. He loves us and will surely
guide us.

(% Strength from Almighty: God
is more willing to give you wisdom
than you are willing to ask. Think of
the four throne names of the Messiah
in Isa 9:6- Wonderful counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,

I =S 2020 { Qo8 Fewid

Prince of peace. There is a great
promise in Ps 32:8- [ will instruct you
and teach you in the way you should
go; [ will counsel you and watch over
you. When Lot was given a choice,
he looked over the plain of Jordan
which was well watered, like the
garden of the Lord, like the land of
Egypt, toward Zoar ( this was before
the Lord destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah).Lot was carried away.
He pitched his tent near Sodom (Gen
13:12). Before long he was living
inside Sodom (Gen 14:12) and
became one of the elders of Sodom
(Genl19:1). The rest is history.

(4 Ppresent Situation: One of
the core values of UESI is simple life
style. This corona pandemic would
have taught us how we can live
simple life style and still be happy.
Once this lock down is lifted, the veil
on our minds must be lifted to look to
God afresh. We cannot grow spiri-
tually with a materialistic mindset.
Why do we compromise in our work
place? I think we are afraid of
adverse remarks in our confidential
reports, denial of promotions, transfer
to tough places or being treated like
an outcast. We totally forget that God
is on the throne. He is sovereign.
Fear and faith cannot coexist. Our
prayer requests are for cancellation
of transfer or change in posting.
Why? Because we don’t trust God.
I did the same mistake of appro-
aching the regional manager to
change my posting. He did not do it
because God has already willed it
otherwise. [ went to that place most



reluctantly like Jonah who went to
Nineveh. The fluorine in water in my
place was 1.7% and that place was
10.5%, like falling from pan into fire.
Believe me! We did not drink that
water for three years of our stay
there! It was a loss making branch
in the region for the past ten years.
After I joined, it turned the corner,
and made profit for the first time to
the surprise of our central office. It
was adjudged the best rural branch
the next year! That very regional
manager came to the branch for
inspection after two years and
offered to transfer me to any branch
of my choice in the region! Praise
God! I shared this incident to
encourage my brothers and sisters.
God has bigger plans for your life.
God blesses the institution because
of the presence of His children!
Think of Joseph! From the pit to the
palace! He was trained in civil law
at Potiphar’s place and criminal law
in the prison at government’s cost! I
travelled around serving the Bank and
doing ministry at Bank’s cost! There
is a cost to be paid when we take a
stand. We may suffer loss of friends
or even face ridicule. Bear it. Those
very people would testify about you.
Let us learn to be happy than rich!

(% Reverse the Trend: I think
it is possible to reverse the trend. We
should be on the offensive. Let the
world not teach us how to live. We
will set the standards for them to
follow! I thank God for the teaching
we have received and the models we
have in UESI to shape our thinking.

I admit that there are graduates who
are still struggling to come out of this
pressure. Some may have even
compromised. Don’t lose hope!
Friend! You are there for a purpose!
Mordecai was on duty at the gate but
his value system was intact! He
feared God more than men. He was
loyal to the king. He even reported a
conspiracy hatched to murder the
king. No reward came along
immediately. He continued to be
faithful to God. That day is not far
when this world would ask His
children what is the secret of their
peace and success. Suffering is for
a time. The clouds will not last long.
Other day I was confronted with the
question - why at all corona was
allowed? We know the answer. We
should be the first ones off the blocks
to tell the truth that Jesus is coming
back soon. Mark Twain once said “A
lie can go around the world, while
truth is still lacing up her boots”. Be
the first one to tell the truth! Instead
of'you following them or aping them,
let them come to you seeking
solutions. Stop comparing; start
convincing. Update your knowledge,
be innovative, be loyal and more than
anything be faithful to God. In the final
analysis it is His pat on the back
which matters. Multiply the talents
and face Him confidently.

THEREARE NO SIGNS FOR RAPTURE.
LISTEN TO THE TRUMPETAND GET
AIRBORNE!
- Bro.T.B.Franklin,

Retired Bank Manager
Nacharam Zone, Hyderabad
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“What will people say’’- is
probably the most heard sentence
during our lifetime. This sentence
is a very subtle way peer pressure
in built into our lives.

The common misconception about
peer pressure is that it is prevalent
among teenage children, students or
young adults. It is perhaps because
we can clearly see who or what is
influence of their actions. However,
itis in all of us irrespective of age or
gender.

Peer pressure is an unspoken
influence that we burden ourselves
with. It is an unhealthy competition
in which we are trying to be a version
of' someone else or trying to replicate
their actions. The foundation for this
competition is likely laid down by our
parents and then built on it by the
ones close to us. Obviously, we
cannot forget the role of social
media in influencing majority of our
decisions.

There are two aspects to peer
pressure - a.Getting influenced by
others and b.Influencing others.
Unknowingly, we try to infuse this
competition into people close to us
to make them into a version that is
acceptable to the external world or
into a version that is acceptable to
us. This is what [ mean by influencing
others. You must be wondering how
we do this. A simple example is when
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we compare our children, students,
graduates, friends, family, colleague
etc to be like someone else. Over a
period of time, it becomes a part of
our life, a habit that we don’t talk
about. May be this is the reason
graduates don’t have sessions on
peer pressure.

There is a difference between
motivating a person to be better at
their skills, talents and abilities and
comparing that person to be like
someone else or like that way you
want them to be. While the former is
encouraging them to be better, the
latter is putting them under pressure.

Unfortunately, this competition is
not restricted to just comparing
ourselves and trying to emulate the
people we see or hear about, in
aspects like studies, job, marriage,
buying decisions or bringing up
children. It plays an important part in
our ministry as well. When you tell
yourselves that you can take a bible
study/preach better than someone,
you are under peer pressure. When
you feel happy that you are giving
more than anyone else in your EU or
EGF, you are under peer pressure.
When you think you are mentoring
better than others, you are under peer
pressure. These are just a few ex-
amples of how all of us may be
putting ourselves under peer
pressure.



While Apostle Paul mentions in
Galatians 5:1, that, ‘It is for freedom
that Christ has set us free. Stand
firm, then, and do not let your-
selves be burdened again by a
yoke of slavery’. We put ourselves
and others that we influence, under
this yoke of peer pressure.

The downside of this unhealthy

competition is that it takes the focus
away from what the Lord wants us
to be to what we want to be and how
we want others to be. Instead of
fulfilling His plans to be more like
Him, we tend to fulfill our plans to be
more like others. Others here can be
our pastor, leaders in UESI, mentors,
family, friends or social media posts/
entertainment characters.

Impact of peer pressure on us:

m Makes us forget that we are made
uniquely (Psalm 139:13)

® Diverts us from God’s specific
purpose (Eph 2:10)

m Neglect our skills, gifts and talents
(IPet4:10,Ex035:10, Rom 12:6)

m Live with discontentment

® Fill us with jealousy towards
others

W Make decisions that harm us, our
family and the body of Christ

While we have extensively dis-
cussed about the affects of peer
pressure, we can also overcome and
break this bondage since the
‘because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the
world’ (I John 4:4).

Since we looked at both the aspects
of peer pressure, let us also see the
steps we can take to break the
bondage with the Lord’s help.

a.How can you stop getting influ-
enced

W Understand the motivation for
your actions

® List down the areas in which you
are influenced by others

® Live according to God’s purpose
for your life

® Convert your biblical under-
standing into practical application

® Know & utilize your gifts, skills
and talents

W Evaluate your progress regularly
and make changes

® Pray at all times

b.How can you stop influencing
others

m Realize that God made each of
us unique

® Know that everyone’s purpose is
different

m Identify their strengths, skills and
talents

m Encourage and don’t compare

W Redefine your expectations based
on their capabilities

We can turn this pressure from
peers into a pleasure for becoming
like Christ and into encouraging
others to be like Christ.

Don’t lose out a key role as “YOU”
in God’s story for a part time role as
‘SOMEONE’.

—

— ——= a1
i. || (15v) Be very careful, then, how you
i, live - not as unwise but as wise,
(16v) making the most of every |
ll :opportunity, because the days are evi
-Ephsi1516)
- Bro.Andrew Lazarus
HCU Zone, Ranga Reddy
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Book : The Power of a Praying Wife
Author : Stormie Omartian

Publication : Harvest publications
Pages :203  Price :149/- .

T;rh' Power l}||..d
PRAYING £
WIFE Iy
i\

Y

STORMILE ‘
OMARTIAN

great and blessed years of together-ness in their marriage. But today’s

challenges can make a fulfilling marriage seem like an impossible dream.
We try to resolve marriage conflicts by human tactics like nagging, arguing,
talking constantly to others. Instead of complaining to them or about them,
we have to take our concerns and grievances to GOD. It’s best thing to take
it to God so He can handle and has the power to change things. God delights
in doing the impossible if only we would ask. This book is a wonderful guide
to help wives to navigate through issues and/or build relationship with their
husbands.

Stormie Omartian shares how God can strengthen your marriage as a
wife you pray for your husband concerning key areas in his life including his
wife (interestingly i.e. you), his spiritual walk, his emotions, his role as a
leader, his faith and his future and many more... in her Book “THE POWER
OF A PRAYING WIFE. Intercession is the highest expression of love and
the most valuable gift to someone you love most.

It’s dream for every couple to grow old with their spouse, and to have a

You can be encouraged by the author’s own experiences along with Bible
verses and simple prayers included in each chapter. Join the millions of
women who have been blessed by this life changing look at the power of a
wife’s prayer. This book is a must read any woman of faith both married and
yet to be married. It is also available in Telugu as “Praardhinche Bhaarya
Yokka Shakti” by Good shepherd (OM) publications. Stormie is an award
winning bestselling author of POWER OF A PRAYING series (more than
39 million books sold). Her some other books include Lead Me, Holy Spirit;
Prayer Warrior, Out of Darkness
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- Sis. Madhavi Gaddam
Staff Worker, Hyderabad
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May-20
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 5,02,756(Field Staff Salaries 4,46,953
Staff Support 56,500|Office Staff Salaries 52,646
UESI 1,65,750|Office Rent 13,000
SWF 16,701|Repairs & Maintenance 3,358
UESI 1,90,750
Bihar State Support 32,000
NEGF 3,000
Total 7,41,707 | Total 7,411,707
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