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Name  :Becoming like Jesus :
Author  : Christopher J. H. Wright : ‘

Pages  :127 BECOMING | | E
Publisher : Langham Preaching Resources

Price :810/-
For Copies : Amazon

JESUS

This is a very interesting book. If you begin to read this book casually, the content of this
book grips your attention and you will end up with great satisfaction. The book is about the
fruit of the Spirit. Dr. Chris Wright presents the contents of the book in a very meaningful
and systematic manner. Apostle Paul said that God’s greatest desire and plan for us is to
become like his Son, Jesus Christ. BUT HOW?

A man of God, John Stott prayed daily that God would bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit in his
own life; a prayer clearly answered and evident in his Christlikeness. Chris Wright, a close
friend of John Stott, reflects on all nine qualities that the Apostle Paul includes in the fruit
of the Spirit in Galatians. Each chapter he deals on one fruit of the Spirit such as Love, Joy,
Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control.

He shows how they are rooted in the character of God, first revealed in the Old Testament,
and modelled and taught by Jesus. With applications to encourage biblical growth with
depth, and questions at the end of each chapter, this is an ideal resource for preachers,
study groups and personal reflection. Many people rightly stress the importance of the
gifts, power and ministries of the Holy Spirit, but easily neglect Paul’s command to live and
walk by the Spirit and cultivate the fruit that only he can bear in our lives. Paying close
attention to the beautiful and strong qualities that Paul includes in the fruit, and seeking
daily to cultivate them with God’s help, is surely one way we can become more and more

like Jesus.

- Bro.Dasari Rajesh
Staff, Warangal
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Each fr Equal':

The race is on and it will continue for the entire
year and even beyond. The campaign is for gender
equality. Gender equal boardroom, a gender equal
government, gender equal media coverage,
gender equal work place, gender equal sports
coverage and so on. The theme chosen for 2020
international women’s day is “Each for Equal” as
an equal world is an enabled world.

The struggle for gender equality across the globe
has emerged as few dominant men; cultures and
societies in their pride and ignorance have
oppressed a majority of women. Sadly, in both
Jewish and Greco —Roman society women were
counted for ittle. They were nobodies except goods.
They could in some circumstances be offered for sale.
They did not enjoy freedom and were treated with
far less dignity and the witness of women is never
considered asfitting ina court of Law. Greek women
had virtually no political rights of any kind and were
controlled by men at nearly every stage of their lives.
The most important duties for a city dwelling
woman were to bear children, preferably male and
to run the household.

The status of women in India has been subject
tomany changes over a considerable period of time
from utter deterioration to moderate decency and
thanks to Christian missionaries and a few social
workers. In spite of many tough Laws and
prevention teams the crime against women in
India is increasing at a alarming rate. According
to National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) of India,
in2019 atotal of 3,79,830 crimes against women
were reported which include rape, murder, suicide
abetment, acid attacks, dowry deaths, domestic
violence, abduction, trafficking, burning,

Special Article
- Gaddam Sudhir Kumar

outraging of modesty,
crimes  committed
through social media
and in the work place.

The Majority of the crimes are reported from
states like Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. On the
positive side, states like Arunachal Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Goa, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura have
together contributed less than 1% of the all India
figure. Rape and cruel murder of Nirbhaya and
Disha have raised a nationwide protest
demanding justice, stringent Laws and special
measure for women’s safety. Ithasalso sent strong
signals that women are not a thing to be used and
abused but they are to be protected, honoured,
encouraged and respected as they are very much
equal with the opposite sex.

The serious question that strikes us at this
juncture is what does the Bible teaches on Gender
equality? Is God of the Bible biased towards one
sex? Did the church fathers and leaders play a
secret role for any discrimination? Is the concept of
‘each equal’Biblical and attainable? Are men and
women equal and at the same time different? Are
they equal and complementary? What should be
my view as a Bible believing Christian? Will the
struggle for Gender equality ever end?

..itis not so from the beginnings’the statement
of Jesus while talking to some pharisees about
divorce, is the key to understand any issue,
especially gender equality. When God created
man in his image and likeness, He created them
as male and female. Both of them equally share in
God's image, both of them are equally blessed by
the Lord, both of them are equally given
dominance over earth and its creatures and both
of them are equally given responsibilities as
stewards of God’s great creation, Genesis 1:27,28vv.

But the primeval sexual equality which the first
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couple enjoyed was distorted by the fall and Eve
was subjected to God’s curse and her husband
started ruling over her. Adam and Eve started
experiencing a considerable measure of alienation
from one another and the initial concept of
equality has gone for ages. But when the time had
fully come, Jesus Christ our Lord who is born of a
woman had broken the existing traditions,
unlawful conventions, binding cultures and
oppressive anti gender male chauvinism of his
days and liberated women.

Jesus established women as co-equals in his
kingdom through his teachings, attitude, ministry,
death and through His resurrection. He spoke to
Samaritan woman in publicand guided her to seek
living waters ,he rescued woman who is caught in
adultery from arrogant crowd by forgiving her sins
and calling her as mother, he allowed the sinful
women to anoint him and prepare him for his burial
in the midst of protest by pharisee’s, He accepted
the hospitality of Martha and Mary and taught them
kingdom values , women were at his side when he
was hanging helplessly on the cross and He revealed
himself to Mary on his resurrection day and made
heran apostle to apostles. Time and again Jesus re-
established the truth that women are equal with
men and they have their role to play in his kingdom.

Apostle Paul has captured this concept in a
wonderful way and while writing to Galatians he
says ‘there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”.
We need to make two quick and important
observations from the Word of God as recorded in
Galatians 3:28v. On one hand, Jews, Greeks, slaves,
masters, male and females are equally justified
by faith and will stand equally before God as
righteous and more importantly no one is either
superior or inferior. Also, on the other hand Jews
and Greeks though are made equal never lost their
identity and cultural distinctiveness; slaves and
free though equal never lost their social stigma
and male and female though equal, men never
lost their masculinity and women their feminine.

Equal and different are like two sides of a same

in Genesis
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first chapter is in relation to God as we can see in
scriptures that God is expressed many a times
figuratively as both man and woman in other
words as father and mother. Creation story of Addam
and Eve in Genesis second chapter is in relation to
oneanother. They are complementary to each other.
They are equal but they are different.
Understanding and believing this dual truth of
equality of sexes (Genesis 1) and complementary of
sexes (Genesis 2) is the key to understand roles,
relationships and responsibilities. Men and women
should honour, respect, serve each other as they are
equal and they should recognise and accept their
God given physiological, psychological and
emotional differences as they are different.

The infallible Word of God gives important
commands to both wife and husband in order to
protect and preserve their marriage. These
commands are spelled out emphatically in
Ephesians fifth chapter with a sound theological
and practical explanation. Hushand is the head of
the wife as Christ s the head of the Church and that
Husbands should love their wives as Christ loved
the Church. Headship is not about bossism or
exercising control but headship is about care and
responsibility. Hushands should love their wives as
Christ loved the Church and as also, they love their
own bodies. Submitting to a lover or a loving
hushand in not a tyranny for wives but a joyful
submission. To love or to submit, both husband and
wife need to be filled with the Holy Spirit as the
commands are addressed to believers only.

Women like men (as they are equally made in
the image of God) are making their presence felt
in every field may it be in politics, sports,
bureaucracy, leadership, space research, business,
entertainment and so on. But still a larger section
of women in our nation are looking for a savior who
can redeem them, interestingly Christ came 2000
years back. We hope and pray for a better society
and a better nation as we live out our convictions
that we are equal and yet different.

Happy international women'’s day to all dear
esteemed women who are created equal withmenand
are uniquely designed with feminine grace.



The miIIionédOlIarque§ifon “What shall | do with Jesus, who iis called Christ?” that troubled Pilate
is still troubling millions in every century. Jesus Christ stands above every other religious leader or
gurus who call themselves as an avatar of God. They effaced themselves, pointing themselves away from
truth, but Jesus advanced himself, by pointing himself to the world as an object of their love, faith and
obedience and heightened himself by proclaiming that he Himself is truth. Jesus Christ’s exclusive
claims about himself like “I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE” and many more such, have forced
millions of people all over the world to do some thing with this Jesus, who is called Christ.

The ancient African proverh says“a beautiful child has many names”. This sweet little proverb has many
damaging applications in terms of understanding God like God has many names and forms and all
religions lead to God. Interestingly and sadly we got over 100 crore gods or goddesses in our nation,
no matter which name you call you reach God. In our times of religious tolerance, we need to have a
comprehensive understanding of God at least in terms of who he is and what he does.

WHO HE 15?

Unless God reveals himself, no one knows who God is. Interestingly God revealed himself generally to all
through his creation, common grace, and through our inner conscience. God also revealed himself
in a special way through history, through incarnate Word i.e. Lord Jesus Christ and through inspired
Word i.e. Holy Bible.

We shall considerwho Jesus s in terms of 3 special relationships that He claimed. First, to the Old Testament
scriptures secondly to the one He called father, and finally to the rest of the humankind.

i. To the Old Testament scriptures Jesus claimed to be its FULFILLMENT

a. His first words: The very first word that Jesus uttered as recorded in the gospel of
Mark 1:15v was’ peplerotai‘meaning fulfilled’ He said the time has come (literally,
has been fulfilled) he has inaugurated the kingdom of God by his coming.

b. Prophecies of OT: Luke 4:14-21 records Jesus reading the book of Isaiah chaper 61.
After reading from it, and as the eyes of the congregation were fastened on him,
Jesus said“this scripture is fulfilled (peplerotai) in your hearing. He was the fulfillment
of the prophecies.

Place of birth (Micah 5:2, Mathew 2:1-6); born to a virgin (Isaiah 7:14, Mathew 118-
25); Preach good news (Isaiah 61:1-3. Luke 4: 16-21); die as a sacrifice for sins
(Isaiah 53, John 1:29, closing chapters of all gospels); raised from dead (Psalm16:10,
Mathew 28:1-10) and many more.

¢. Titles of OT:Son of man’the title given in the prophet Daniel’s vision was fulfilled in
Jesus. The other Title“suffering servant”who was despised and rejected by men and
bore the sin of many as prophesized by the prophet Isaiah in 53 was fulfilled in Jesus.

d. Anticipation of prophets: Jesus Christ strongest and clearest statement regarding

fulfillmentis recorded in the gospel of Mathew 13 :16-17vv & Luke 10:23-24vv. His
e N 25




own disciples are very much privileged that their eyes were actually seeing and
their ears actually hearing what the OT prophets longed for. The prophets lived in
the time of anticipation and the disciples lived in the time of fulfillment. OT scriptures
pointed to him and all the varied streams of prophecies converged at him.

ii. To the one He called father, Jesus claimed to be his unique son, INTIMACY

Gospel writers clearly portrayed Jesus enjoying an intimate relationship with his father.
We shall observe them in at least three areas.

a. His very words: In Mathew 11:27 we see Lord Jesus Christ speaking to his disciples
“... noone knows the son except the father, and no one knows the father except the
son...."Jesus Christ has deliberately given the definite article, calling Godthe father’
and himself‘the son’ We call ourselves as sons and daughters of God but defiantly
not as‘the son’ or as ‘the daughter’.

b. His very conscience:in Luke 2:49, we see that Lord Jesus Christ at his tender age of
12 is busy in his father work. When his disciples asked him to show father, he
consciously said that“If you see me you see the father”.

¢. His very agony: In Luke 26: 42v, we see Lord Jesus Christ speaking to his father and
enjoying his company inaintimate even on the cross. But when he bore the sins of the
world, he lost that intimacy and cried out to his father saying “why have you forsaken
me”and uttered his final words as “father in to your hands | commit my Spirit".

iiii. To the rest of humankind Jesus claimed to be their savior and judge, AUTHORITY

a. Jesus claimed himselfto be good shepherd and that he has come to save which was
lost. BY this he meant thatall others are lost and He has come to save them.

b. His unique birth, his sinless life, his exclusive claims, his love, his powerful words, his
compassion for the lost, his sacrificial death on the cross and his undeniable
resurrection from the dead has proved that he is the savior of the world and also the
coming Judge.

Jesus saw that he is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesies, that he enjoyed intimacy with
His father and that He is the Savior and judge of the world. Fulfillment, intimacy and authority
are the three strands which prove that God revealed himself in Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ is the
image of invisible God. Gaddam Sudhir Kumar
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HEALTH 'TIPS

ELF EXAMINATION OF
y E BREAST FOR BREAST LUMPS (SEB)

1) Why should women examine their breast to see if there are any lumps?
All the lumps seen in the breast are not dangerous. But there are possibilities for the same to become
cancer lumps. At present in India out of 15 women one gets breast cancer lump. If we find the lump
earlier, the chances for the cure are more. If we neglect the lump, this will spread to other parts of the
body. Then treatment is very difficult and may be failure also.

¢+ ltis good that each woman does self examination of breast.

¢+ Ifyou notice any lump in the breast immediately inform the nurse or health worker or doctor.
¢+ Do not feel shy to inform them.

¢ Nurses and Doctors do this examination for many woman.

¢ Do not fear to do breast Examination.

2) When should we do SEB to see cancer Breast lump?

¢ While taking bath or while lying down we can do SEB.

¢ Ifpossible, do SEB every month.

¢ While you are lying down casually, you touch your breast with your fingers.

¢ While you touch your breast, do it up down, all side completely without leaving any portion.
L4

L4

L4

While touching with fingers gradually give some pressure also. Lastly do it with muscle also.
Do the SEB in the same way on other side of the breast also.
If you have big size mirror, stand before the mirror, lift your both hands and keep them behind
your neck and watch your breast for any difference.
¢ Examine the nipple for any changes pulled inside, or any small size lump over the nipple.
¢+ Ifyou do not have big size mirror, do not worry, do the SEB mentioned first.

If you had noticed any changes or doubt immediately tell either nurse or health
worker or doctor. They will give you the needed advice.
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs. 7.7 Lacs.

February'2020
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.

General Contribution 5,81,668 | Field Staff Salaries 430,867
Staff Support 61,500 | Office Staff Salaries 57,778
UESI 1,90,550 | Office Rent 13,800
Repairs & Maintenance 14,689

Staff Training 10,715

UESI 2,15,550

Bihar 16,000

NEGF 3,000

Previous Deficit 68,970

Closing Balance 2,349

Total 8,33,718 Total 8,33,718
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A Canaanite woman cried out unto Jesus,
Have mercy upon me, O Lord!
My daughter is grievously vexed with a demon.
But He did not answer a word.
The men who were with Him: His trusty disciples,
Were urging Him, Send ber away!
But she kept persisting with ber interjections,
And would not be silenced this way.

Then Jesus declared to this woman who followed,
The purpose for which He was sent:
I came not except to the lost sheep of Israel.

But she did not lose ber intent.

She worshipped Him openly, saying, Lord, belp me!

But Jesus went on, Furthermore,

I¥’s not good to take bread prepared for the children

And cast it to dogs on the floor.

The woman said, True Lord; she caught His expression,
Alluding to those in ber land,
Yet even the dogs eat the crumbs from the table
That fall from it onto the ground.
Then Jesus acknowledged this woman’s persistence,

O woman, how great is your faith!

So let it be done for you as you desire it.

Her daughter was found well and safe.
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