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In ablink of an eye, a magnificent and
wonderful decade has blossomed and
died. It left few sweet memories and
many more nostalgic feelings. But
what sprouted out are new challenges
and opportunities for fresh and new
beginnings. Lifeis full of challenges, but
these challenges are given to us to
strengthen our faith and build our
character. We can’t exactly predict our
individual challenges,God alone knows
as he is beyond time. But He brings
those challenges to us to make us
betterand not bitter.

The church, whichis the body of Christ
that vanishes fromearthinablink of an
eye whenthe trumpet sounds will face
toughtimesinthe coming decade. We
can foresee a number of challenges.
Within the Church we foreseeBiblical
illiteracy, apostasy,syncretism,decline
inmission work,shallow leadershipand
love for materialism.

From outside we foresee emerging
cultures, ethnic cleansing, rational and
religious discrimination, threat to
national secular fabric, death of
democracy, raise of tough
fundamentalist groups, curtail on
freedom to religious proclamation,
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threat to national integrity,global
warming and threat to the world peace
are some of the challenges stored up
in the new decade.

40 years of wilderness journey of the
Israelites seems to be finishedinablink
of an eye. Situations were rapidly
changing, as the Israelites gathered
east of Jordan and at the edge of the
Promised Land. On one hand these
travelling people are physically
exhausted and spiritually drained out.
Andonthe other,theyare goingtoface
new challenges as they are about the
entire new phase of lifein the Promised
Land.

Firstly, it’s about new and young
leadership. Moses the greatleaderwho
ledtheminthis tortuousjourney hasto
leave and new and young Joshua is
going to take up the baton. Secondly,
it’s about new and fragile generation.
From the old generation only Joshua
and Caleb who followed the Lord
wholeheartedly were privileged to
enter the land.Thirdly, it’s about the
strong and unyielding nations already
existing inthe promised land. Israelites
have to conquer them though they
seemto be grasshoppers before them




and occupy their land. Fourthly, it’s
aboutthe polytheistic gods of the other
nations like Baal, El, Asherah, Astarte
and many more. These gods are a
constant threat to their devotion to
Lord God. In the midst of these new
and emerging challenges,
experiencedleader Moses exhortsthe
nation to focus their attention on the
never changing Word. He preached
tothemforthe secondtimetothenew
generation and is recorded in
Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the
Pentateuch.

No other Old Testament books have
exerted a greater influence on the
formation and development of
Christian thought and practice than
Deuteronomy. Its doctrines laid
foundation to the Christian faith. Kings
and priests were reminded and
warned about the consequences of
neglecting its teachings. Prophets
understood its implications and
challenged people and the kings.

Psalmists drew their theology interms
of exaltation, adoration, confession
and even intercession. More than any
oneelseourLord Jesus Christ treasured
its distinctive message and quoted its
words in his personal and public
ministry. He confronted the devil on
the mountain with its right
interpretation, ‘ Man does not live on
bread alone but on every word that
comes from the mouth of the Lord “.

But the milliondollor question that still
trouble usis how can this exciting book
which was written 3000 years ago can
educate, encourage and empower us?

Is the book relevant to our changing
and challenging times2and the answer
toall these questions is a big fat yes.

Thebook of Deuteronomy thatisapart
of the inspired scripture continues to
make its authority appeal to the
modern challenges in their context. It
imprints on our feeble minds that our
God is sovereign, compassionate and
generous. The one whoredeemed His
people from iron -smelting furnace is
still the same and unchanging.

It also helps us to widen our horizons
of our ethicaland social responsibilities.
It warns us about the consequences
of worshipping modern gods and
encourages us for wholehearted
devotion. It promises blessing beyond
ourimaginationsif we follow his Word
and cursing if we neglect. Inanut shell
the book promisesGod’s presence and
power as weface challenges from with
inand from outside.

Late Rev. Dr. John Stottonce when
asked to comment in three or four
words on the progress of the Church,
this experienced man said ‘ growth
without depth’.At the dawn of the
new decade, let us commit ourselves
to be excellent students of the Word
of God. Let us kick off every god that
incarmnates in various materialistic forms
and biblicalilliteracy and build our faith
and future on the Word of God. We
shall overcome every new and
emerging challenge with the victorious
Lord on our side.New decade belongs
to the Lord.

Sudhir Gaddam
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THE DOCTRINE OF

LIntroduction

The word Trinity is never found in the
Bible, though the idea represented by
the word is taught in many places of
Bible. The word itself comes from the
Latin ‘trinitas’ which connects three
(tres) with one (unns) which means “Tri-
unity” or “Three-in-oneness”. Itis used
to summarize the teaching of scripture
that God is three persons yet one God.
The early christians could not avoid the
idea of God as Father, Son and Spirit.

Il.Description

i.Definition

God eternally exists as three persons,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit and each
personiis fully God, and there is one God.

This doctrine teaches that God exists in
three persons who share the same
essence or being. This means is that God
exists in the distinct and co-equal
persons of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, but they share a fully divine
essence or being such as eternality,
immutability (unchangeableness),
omniscience (all wise and knowing),
omnipotence (all powerful), goodness,
mercy, holiness, will, freedom and so
on. Thatis, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit duplicate the same
attributes. One is not more wise or
merciful or holy than the other.

ii.Biblical basis

a.0ld Testamant

Although the doctrine of the Trinity is

not explicity found in the Old

Testament, several passages suggest or

evenimply that God exists as more than
20 [ P

TRINITY

one person (Gen 1:26). In the first
chapter of Genesis, we have an
indication of a plurality of persons inGod
himself. Like wise we can see in Gen
3:22, Gen 11:7, Isaiah 6:8 (whom shall |
send, and who will go for us?). The
combination of singular (1) and plural
(us) in the same sentence.

In Psalm 110:1, David says, “The
Lord says to my Lord” sit at my right
hand until | make your enemies a
footstool for your feet. Jesus rightly said
that David is reffering to two seperate
persons as “Lord” (Matt 22:41-46), but
whois David’s “Lord if not God himself
?And who could be saying to God, “sit
at my right hand” except some one else
who is also fully God? From a New
Testament perspective, we can
paraphrase this verse: God the Father
said to God the Son, “sit at my right
hand”. But even without the New
Testament teaching on the Trinity, it
seems clear that David was aware of the
plurality of personsin one God.

b.New Testament
When the New Testament opens, we
enterinto the history of the coming of
the Son of God to earth. It is to be
explained that this great event would be
accompained by more explicit teaching
about the trinitarian nature of God.
When Jesus was baptized, “the
heavens were opened and he saw the
spirit of God descending like adove, and
alighting on him, and lo, a voice from
heaven saying “This is my beloved son,
with whom | am well pleased” (Matt
3:16-17). Here at one moment we have



three members of the Trinity
performing three distinct activities. God
the Fatheris speaking from heaven; God
the Son is being baptized and is then
spoken to from heaven by God the
Father; and God the Holy Spirit is
descending from heaven to rest upon
and empower Jesus for his ministry.

At the end of Jesus’ earthly
ministry, he tells the disciples thet they
should go “and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing themin the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matt 28:19)

Three statements
summarize the Biblical
teaching.

1.God is three persons
2.Each personis fully God
3.Thereis one God

1.God is three persons
John 1:1-2 tells us “In the beginning was
the word and the word was with God
and the word was God. He was in the
beginning with God.” The fact that the
“word” (who is seen to be Christ in vv
9-18) is “with” God shows distinction
from God the Father. The fact that is
three persons means that the Fatheris
not the Son, Fatheris not the Holy Spirit
and Son is not Holy Spirit. They are
distinct persons.

2.Each personiis fully God.

i.God the Fatheris fully God

This is evident from the first verse of
the Bible, where God created the
heaven and the earth.

ii.God the Sonis fully God
John 1:1-4 cleary affirms the full deity of
Christ.

iii.God the Holy Spirit is fully God
Once we understand God the Father and
God the Son to be fully God, then the

trinitarian expressions in verse like Mt
28:19 show that the Holy Spirit is
classified on an equal level with Father
and the Son

3.Thereis one God
Scripture is abundantly clear that there
is one and only one God. The three
different persons of the Trinity are not
only in purpose and in agreement on
what they think, but they are one in
essence, one in their essential
nature.When God speaks, he alone is
speaking - heis not speaking as one God
among three who are to be worshipped.
“l am the Lord and
there is no other, besides
me there is no God. | grid
you, though you donot know
me; that men may know,
from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that
there is none beside me;
I am the Lord, and there is no
other.” (Is 45:5-6)

I1l.Heresis/Doctrinal deviations
i.Mormonism

Ther is one God who generated the
otherGods.

ii.Sabellianism

There is one person (God) who
manifested himselfin three forms.
iii.Arianism

There are three persons with variation
in divinity and independence. This
teaching was condemned at the Council
of Niceain A.D 325.

The challenge of heresis forced the
church to come up with profound
doctrinal statements. The early church
affirmed at various points of time that
God was really acting in Jesus Christ and
in the Holy Spirit and that the whole of
Godhead is fully present in each of the
D5 Seott| 56 2020 B




‘persons’.

IV.Importance of the Trinity

For example,salvation portrays the work
of the Triune God. The Father sent the Son
toaccomplish the work of redemption. The
Son sent the Spirit to bring convictionand
to apply to man what Christ had
accomplished. This doctrine helps us to
understand that the functions ascribed to
each of the persons in the Godhead,
especially in man’s redemption thereis a
certain degree of subordination involved
in function not in nature.

V.Implications of the Trinity

1.God can be known by accepting His
self-revelation.

2.Trinity is a mystry that may transcend
reason but never contradict it.
3.Enables us to offer true worship (it
reveals the ultimate, eternal God).
4.Helps us to understand the true riches
of our life in Christ.

5.Lays the foundation of harmonious
relationship in family, church and society.

VI.Questions

i.What does the doctirne of Trinity assert?
ii.lmagine yourself speaking to

a) a friend from a diiferent faith
background (who belivesin manyGods)
b) a friend (who denies Biblical authority
but believes in one God)

How would you explain God’s three-in-
oneness to each of them?

iii.How does Trinity lays the foundation
of harmonious relationship in family,
church and society.

References:

1.Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (GS
Books 2018)

2.Paul Enns, The Moody handbook of Theology
(GS Books, 2017)

3.Brian Edgar, The Message of the Trinity (IVP2011)
4.http://uesi.in/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/
Notes-on-Complete-Doctrines-Final-12-04-2019.pdf
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1. What is cholesterol?

Cholesterol is one type of fat. Some
fats increase the weight in human
beings. It is seen in Obese and huge
structured people.

2.Why cholesterol is harmful?

When there is more cholesterol in
the blood, it blocks the blood vessel
and causes heart attack and stroke.
High cholesterol is very dangerous in
people who have sugar and chain
smoking habit.

3.Whatare the causes for high cholesterol?

» The food that we eat consist of
one third of cholesterol.

¢ Mutton, beef, pork, skin of
chicken, fat coating of milk, ghee,
dalda, coconut.

e Oil, palm oil consists of more
cholesterol.

* Those who drink alcohol also get
cholesterol.

4.What are the ways and means to

reduce cholesterol?

* Do not use palm oil, coconut oil, ghee.

¢ Allowed to use sun flower oil and
peanut oil.

e Eat mutton and beef after removing

fat coating.

e (aneat chicken after removing the skin.

e Fish has no cholesterol. Therefore
you can eat freely.
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* Drinkmilk after removing the fat coating.

e Do not eat more than 30r 4 eggs
in a weak.

e Completely avoid drinking of alcohol.
e More exercises and hard work for
one hour will reduce cholesterol.

e If people with high cholesterol
smoke beedi, cigerettes there is
more risk to get heart disease.

e If we are not eating the food that
have high cholesterol also our liver
in the body itself produces two
third (2/3) of cholesterol.

5.How do you know that you have
high cholesterol in your blood?
¢ You will not have any symptoms
so that you donot know.
e Only way is to check the blood.

6.Who are all need to check the blood
for choleterol?
o After getting heart disease, treating
cholesterol is very difficult.
¢ Therefore once in 2 years or 5 years
asa prevention it is good to check
the blood for cholesterol.
e Above 35 years.
¢ People with highblood sugar (Diabeties).
e Smokers.
¢ Before 60 years if anybody in your
family Father, Mother, Siblings have got
heart disease, there is more tendency
to get heart disease.
- Missionary Upholders Trust
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs. 7.7 Lacs.
December'19
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.

General Contribution 5,81,119 | Field Staff Salaries 4,33,402
Staff Support 62,500 | Office Staff Salaries 68,547
UESI 1,68,358 | Office Rent 12,800
Repairs & Maintenance 8,282
UESI 1,93,358
Bihar 16,000
NEGF 3,000
Closing Balance 76,588
Total 8,11,977 Total 8,11,977
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