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By JOHN SUKUMAR



eading is hard work. It
requires discipline. Though

no one would discredit its
importance, many find it hard to follow
the discipline of reading. Aworld filled
with ever-increasing noises, pictures
and videos doesn’t make it easier.
Many Christians find it hard to sit
down with a book, take time to read
it, chew on it and digest the best of it.
Perhaps, the reasons could be not
having a theology of reading, or an
understanding of the process of
reading or a practical know-how of
where to start and how to start. Yet,
of all people, Christians need to
practise the discipline of reading for
they are called to be a reading people.
God revealed himself not only in the
person of Jesus Christ but also in
‘Written Revelation’. It all started
some 3500 years ago on the top of a
dry, dusty, red mountain in an
Egyptian desert called Mt.Sinai. It was
an earth-shattering, heaven-bending
event when the finger of God etched
his words on stone tablets. It was the
beginning of all publishing industry.
The subsequent revelation of God
was written and recorded to be read
by all his people in the generations to
come. The Israelites came to be
known as the ‘people of the Book'.
But it is a known fact that printed
bibles in book shelves don’t make
people know God. The minds of
earthly people are blinded to spiritual
truths and unless the light of the
Gospel of the incarnate ‘Word’ shines
in people’s hearts, the ‘inspired Word’
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doesn’t become effective. Thus,
Christians are called to be a people
who read their Bibles primarily and
books by Christian and non-Christian
authors with a mind transformed by
the Gospel. David in Psalm 36:9 says,
“..In your light, we see light.”
Besides, having a theology of
reading, it is also important to
understand the reading process.

Knowing how to read
abook doesn’t make us
readers unless we
practise it.

Reading is a complicated activity. It
is active use of one’s senses along
with the skills needed to process
information. Just like a fielder on a
cricket ground who anticipates and
reaches out to the ball hit by a
batsman, the reader needs to be
active to find the author’s cues.
Mortimer Adler in his book, How to
read a Book, suggests that there are
three types of reading: Reading for
Entertainment (magazines, whatsapp
chats, social media posts etc)



Reading for Information (newspapers,
reports etc), Reading for
Understanding (reading, analysing
and interpreting a book). The third
type of reading is challenging but it
surely expands our horizons, informs
our intellect and illuminates our
minds. It involves understanding the
structure of a book - discovering the
unity(theme) and complexity (major
parts) and understanding the
synthesis of a book- important words/
terms, author’s propositions and
arguments to prove them. Yet,
knowing how to read a book doesn't
make us readers unless we practise
it.

The starting point is ‘Make time to
read’. John Piper says that if you read
for just 15 minutes a day, even if you
read slowly, you'll get through 20
books a year. Tim Challies points out
that even if you only read in the
bathroom, you can get through a book
or two a year. Start small. Resolve to
read ten books a year. Focus primarily
on reading your Bible and pick a few
books. Try reading from godly authors
like J.I.Packer, John Piper, R.C.
Sproul, Tim Keller, or if you really want
to be stretched try reading anything
by John Owen or Jonathan Edwards.

Secondly, Choose your books
based on ‘why you are reading them’.
Books can be segregated as Books
that sharpen our thinking (doctrinal/
apologetic etc), Books that deal with
truths of faith (on cross of Christ or
character of God), Books that help us
live out our faith (Evangelism,
Discipleship, suffering, work,
relationships etc) and Books to
deepen reflection (Biographies,
fiction, poetry etc). Select at least one
from each category in a year to read.
Thirdly, Work on the book — get an
overview, mark key paragraphs,
summarize each chapter and record
your findings. Finally, Share with
others -what you've learnt or even the
book.

Books have a power that nothing
else has. Do not let another year go
by forgetting theirimportance. Like all
through in Church history, books will
continue to play a vital role in the
building up of God’s people. Beware
of reading for quantity to impress
anyone. Let's read for our souls. It will
help us to honour God by utilizing the
minds He gave us and the Spirit He
has sent to enable us to fulfil His
command to love Him with all of our
hearts, minds and strength.

JOHN SUKUMAR, Assistant Professor and involves in Nizamabad EGF
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Premier Institutes

1. Praise God for the regular Bible
studies at IIT and for the students'
initiative.

2. Praise God that other university
(Urdu University, BITS) students
are attending the IIT Bible study.

3. Praise God that we have a weekly
time of fellowship for IICT research
scholars.

4. Pray that we may have a University
Engagement program to have a
dialogue with non-Christian
students about issues on the
campuses and student related.

5. Pray for good ministry at IIT
Hyderabad, exclusive BBS and
EBS at Urdu University, BITS,
EFLU, NALSAR.

Urban Students Department

1. Praise God for the regular Bible
studies at Kompally and Tarnaka.

2. Praise God that we could start Teens
weekly Bible study for RR District
and it's happening regularly every
Sunday at 6 pm over zoom with 15-
20 students.

3. Kindly pray as we have a special
gathering on the topic, “God, the
grand designer of our lives” with

28 $85es BEBHHY Domgsen,
o5 & 8RS8 27JcHE Degtoen
(205 &0 DeaHiSen @"go:ﬁo&.

Mr. Benny Prasad, Bangalore on
30th May.

4. Pray for Bible studies to be started
across the region for Teens and the
city-bred.

Neighbors

1. Praise God for the Neighbors
envisioning program that happened
in the various zones.

2. Pray that Neighbors Interested
Groups (NIGs) may start across the
state wherever there is scope.

3. We planned a pre-evangelistic
series for the Urdu university
students. Kindly pray.

4. Pray for the comparative study
forum of Bible and Quran for
interested graduates and students
which happens once a month.

FIS: International Students

1. Praise God for the meetings with
the students every week.

2. Pray that God may open doors to
break new grounds.

3. Pray that we may have a refresher
program for international students.

4. Pray that students who have gone
to their countries should have
proper fellowship and settlement in
life.
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PAYMENTS Ra.

RECEIPTS Rs.
General Contribution 5,95,256.00 |Field Staff Salaries 4,33,491.28
Staff Support 76,000.00 |Office Staff Salaries 1,07,779.44
Gratuity Fund 16.179.00
Repairs & Maintenance 16,593.60
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3.000.00
Bihar State Support 16.000.00
Previous menth deficit 11.841.20
SWF 41.371.48
Total 6,71,256.00 |Total 6,71,256.00
UESI (Support from EGF's) | 2,28,400.00 |UESI 2,28,400.00
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