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One of the hindrances to the church growth is Apostasy.
Why do apostates or cults prosper?

By T B FRANKLIN
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he church was inaugurated on

Pentecost in 33-AD at Jerusalem.
The Apostles and disciples were
commanded to be witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria
and to the ends of the Earth. Start
where we are placed! They were given
the great commission to go and make
disciples of all nations baptizing them
in the name of the Triune God. His
presence was assured to the very end
of the age. The Lord asked us to “GO”.
We need permission to “STAY"!

This great commission holds good for
all the disciples. We see in the Acts they
covered their generation with the
Gospel. The church grows by
propagation of the Gospel. The five
ministries of the church given in Eph
4:11-13 are to prepare God's people for
works of service, so that we grow into
unity and maturity as that of Christ. It is
team work and team growth .No one
grows alone.

The growth of the church was
hindered by internal and external
factors then and now. In this article, let
us focus on Apostasy. What is
apostasy? It means abandonment or
renunciation of a religious or political
belief or principle. It is heresy. Simply
put, it is moving away from the faith that
was once for all entrusted to the saints.
These apostates or heretics are
compared in the letter of Jude to clouds
without rain, autumn trees without fruit,
wild waves of the sea foaming up their
shame and wandering stars. Paul calls
them savage wolves and says that
these men will arise within the church
and distort the truth in order to draw

i %2021 | oomp Sesttd

away disciples after them. Our Lord

tells us to watch out for false prophets

who come in sheep’s clothing but

inwardly they are ferocious wolves. Let

us not get carried away by spiritual

gifts and talents which are abused.

Eventually they end up in cults. A cult

is a group of people polarized around

someone’s interpretation of the Bible

and is characterized by major

deviations from Orthodox Christianity

relative to the cardinal doctrines of the

Christian faith, particularly the fact that

God became man in Jesus Christ.

Why do cults prosper?

1.They provide answers to the
confused generation.

2. They meet human needs.

3. They make a favourable impression.
Spiritual infants are easy prey to

these false teachers. Unless doctrine

is taught in the churches and

fellowships and the truth is made live

and lived by the members, we cannot

face the cults. These people have

mega churches and command huge

audience. The orthodox church looks

like @ minority group in comparison.

The characteristics of cults

¢ New Truth

+ New interpretation of Scripture.

¢ A non-Biblical source of authority

¢ Another Jesus

¢ Rejection of Orthodox Christianity

¢ Double-talk

+ Non-Biblical teaching on the nature
of God

¢ Changing Theology

¢ Strong Leadership

¢ Salvation by works

¢ False Prophecy
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The sure mark of a cult is what it does
with the person of Jesus Christ.

The sure mark of a cultis what it does
with the person of Jesus Christ. All cults
ultimately deny the fact that Jesus
Christ is God the Son, the second
person in the Holy Trinity and
mankind’s only hope.

Some of the well-known cults
The apostates of first five centuries are
back with new names and leaders.
m Jehovah's Witnesses
Mormonism

Transcendental Meditation
Theosophy

EST

Children of God

The Unification Church/Moonies
The Way International

The Worldwide Church of God
Christian Science

Unity

Present day cults and leaders

1. Word of Faith Movement.

2. New Apostolic Reformation.

3. Name it Claim it.

Leaders are - Benny Hinn, Kenneth
and Gloria Copeland, Kenneth Hagin,
Joel Osteen, Creflo Dollar, Joyce
Meyer, Joseph Prince, Eddy Baker, Bill
Johnson, Jesseduplantis, Peter
Wagner efc.,

Their basic teaching is
1. God wants all Christians to be rich
and prosperous.
2.Physical healing for Christians is
guaranteed if they have enough faith.

Itis a prosperity gospel! A health and
wealth gospel! They even have
channels to telecast their programmes!
We have similar people locally in AP
and Telangana. These apostates
confuse and even convince us by
speaking gibberish, claim healings for
money, drive out demons (stage
managed?) and claim divine authority
over nature, diseases, family problems
and unemployment. If we can cross
check, we can know the truth. They are
bringing a bad name to Christendom.
The beliefs of Orthodox Christianity

The doctrinal basis of UESI is almost
the same as any protestant church.
General agreement among the three
branches of Christendom regarding
authority i.e., Roman Catholic, Eastern
Orthodox and Protestant — RCM
accepts 66 books+ Apocrypha+
Church Tradition as authoritative,
Eastern Orthodox accepts 66 books+
church tradition and Protestants accept
66 books only as authoritative.

As Bible believing Christians, we
know that God is personal, eternal and
triune. However, the cults each deny
one or more of the essential Bible
doctrines. If only the true Gospel
overtakes the second wave of corona,
what a change it would make to this
world!  May God give us the
discernment to identify and isolate the
false from the TRUTH!

T B FRANKLIN, Graduate, Nacharam Zone, Hyderabad.
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Stay home, avoid
public areas and
mass transit.

A

Wash your
hands often.

from others in
your home.

Go outside for

Let inany
any reason. non-essential
visitors.

Self-quarantine tips if you're
sick with COVID-19

Isolate yourself

Wear aface mask around  Cover coughs
other people and pets.

& &

Have contact with

animals, if possible.

=

Share dishes, Go to the doctor Discontinue
utensils, cups, without calling home isolation
towels or bedding. ahead. until instructed.

LW

Use a separate Call ahead
bathroom, if before visiting
possible. the doctor.

> <

and sneezes.

Share space with
housemates, if
possible,

pets and other

i

Source: CDC

J

Qo Bewih | 3 2021




By N. Mohan

agtial town is the district head quarter of Jagtial

district and is a part of old Karimnagar district. It
is a P.G college centre. Nearly 37 colleges are
established in the town along with some premier
institutions like JNTU-K and Agriculture college. ltis a
home to more than 20,000 students.
New Beginning

It all started as a humble beginning on 18" January

2019. We had no local student contacts except for one
graduate Mr. Praveen who came from a nearby village
for work. By the grace of God, we started a prayer
cell. We had no open home to gather, so we met in
CSI church ground. Three members who knew
ministry - Graduate Praveen and Students- Samson
and Ramesh participated along with me. They came
from nearby villages for the gathering and on the
same day we decided to gather every Friday from
4:00-5:00 p.m. The prayer cell continued from
January 2019 up to May 2019.

14



God extended His grace to our small
group. We invited known Christian
friends for our prayer gathering. Slowly,
our group began to grow and a few more
members joined us - Daniel, Yohanan,
Ajay, Keeravani, Miriam and Gangaram.

Soon after this, God enabled us to
conduct a one-day gospel retreat on 20"
March 2019 in CSI Sunday school old
building. Pastor Rev. Anandam
cheerfully gave permission. Our dear
graduate Mr. Joseph from NTPC and
myself shared the word of God. Nearly
21 students attended. Ms. Keeravani
helped us to invite students from
agriculture college. Mr. Praveen was the
coordinator. Two graduates - Mr.
Krupakar and Mr. Joel came from
Hyderabad to help in singing and music.
Altogether 35 members attended. We
witnessed great response from students
and we continued our prayer cell.

God helped us to plan students
Christmas in another church on 15"
December 2019. Mr. Joseph from NTPC
shared gospel. Nearly 50 students
attended. Mr. Ramesh invited students
from his village and Mr. Praveen invited
students from his college and from
another hostel.

Enlarging Boundaries

Almighty God answered our prayers.
He sent graduates from different places.
Mr. Sadanandam and Mrs. Jyothi family
migrated from Jannaram as Mrs. Jyothi
got a job in Minority residential school.
Ms. Archana joined as Assistant
professor in agricultural college and Mr.
Naveen family came by transfer and one
student Br. Prashanth got seat in JNTU-
Kondagattu. Their arrival was a great
blessing for the Jagtial ministry.
During lockdown Sis. Archana initiated
a bible study for agriculture students via

N. Mohan, Staff, North Telangana Region

zoom and Br. Prashanth and Br. Praveen
initiated a bible study for local and JNTU
students through teleconference.

Combined Gathering was held on
21¢Feb 2021. 5 families (including staff),
5 students and 4 single graduates
attended. It is a great turning point for
our Jagtial ministry. EGF-committee was
formed on the same day.

President :Mr. Sadanandam
Secretary :Mr. Praveen
Prayer Secretary :Mrs. Archana
Treasurer :Mr. Samson

Senior advisor  :Mr. Naveen family
EGF bible study is scheduled from

7:30 pm every Wednesday; student’s

bible study is scheduled from 7:30pm on

every Saturday. By God’s mercy, both
are functioning regularly and
meaningfully.

God blessed Jagtial ministry with 17
Boys, 35 Girls, 8 families, 2 single men
and 2 single lady graduates. One
combined BBS and one EGF is being
conducted regularly.

Prasing points

1. God enabled us to start BBS and

EGFand both meetings are regular
and meaningful.

2. Many new students and graduates

are added to ministry.

3. Formation of EGF committee 2020-21.

Prayer Points

1. Pray for consistency and growth in

ministry. All students should join the
BBS.

2. All graduates and students should
understand UESI vision and involve
actively.

. To form ICEU committee, EU

committee in Agriculture college and

JNTU-K.

More local students and graduates

tojoinus. e
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Premier Institutes

1. Praise God for the meeting of IIT Bible
study regularly.

2. Praise God for the other university
(Urdu University, BITS) students who
are attending the IIT bible study.

3. Pray that we may have a University
Engagement program to have a
dialogue with non-Christian students
about issues on the campuses and
students.

4.Pray for good ministry at IIT
Hyderabad, exclusive BBS, and EBS
at Urdu university, BITS, EFLU,
NALSAR.

Urban Students Department

1.Praise God for the regular bible
studies at Kompally and Tarnaka.

2. Praise God that we could start Teen’s
weekly bible study for RR District.

3. Pray that we may start new bible
studies in the Central Telangana
region.

4. Pray that we may have a program for
Teens in the Central Telangana
region.

5P omoR Z)cs‘g%)e) AL, Joe&S é)w?gégen
(SgHsHs® grgéédoée;g, odBBS HEZen
?oigétfoeﬁ)é& 0 8% @f’goiﬁo&.

Neighbors

1. Praise God for the Neighbors
envisioning program conducted in
the EGFs of AU zone, Ameerpet,
Hitech city, IDPL, Jeedimetla,
Osmania university, Uppal, etc.,

2. Pray that Neighbors Interested
Groups (NIGs) may start across the
state wherever there is scope.

3. Pray for the comparative study forum
of Bible and Quran for interested
graduates and students which
happens monthly once.

4. Pray for an interfaith dialogue
program whereby Christian and
Muslim friends share their faith.

FIS: International Students

1. Praise God for the meetings with the
students now and then.

2. Pray that God may open doors to
break new grounds.

3. Pray that we may have a refresher
program for international students.

4. Pray that students who have gone to
their countries should have proper
fellowship and settlement in life.
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Title : Sacrifice

Sub Title : A Challenge to
Christian Youth

Author : Howard Guinness

Language : English

Pages 175

Publisher : Young Life

‘Sacrifice’ is a wonderful book you might not
have read. This book is all about the sacrifice
involved in the life of a follower of Lord Jesus
Christ, the imitation of Christ-likeness, being a
useful vessel to God, leading an exemplary life
before fellow believers and witnessing to all in
colleges, campuses and at the work-places.

| can confidently say that this book is written
with the rich experience of the author’s walk with
blessed saviour Jesus Christ. This book mainly
focuses on

1.Christian Sacrifice - the attitude of sacrifice
in possessions and sacrificial giving to
the Lord even in poverty.

By RAJKUMAR 2.Christian Love - love between a
husband and wife, love between friends and
the opposite sex with practical and
lively questions. It speaks of good and bad friendships along with serious consequences.

3. Christian Discipline - Secret Prayer, Humility and Love, Sleep, Food, Quiet Time.
4, Christian Experience - Christian Home, Love, Witness (from the life of the author).

5. The Power of Holy Spirit - the power and vital role of Holy Spirit in the life of a
follower is explained well.

Finally, the book poses many powerful questions at the end. Will the young men and
women of this generation hold their lives cheap and be faithful even till death? Where
are those who will lose their lives for Christ's sake? Where are those who will
courageously live in His service? Where are His lovers who love Him and the souls of
men more than their own reputations?

The author, Howard Guinness, was the rector of St.Barnabas, Broadway, and was
the Anglican Chaplain to Sydney University and was pivotal in establishing Crusaders
Christian ministry for students. He then moved to St.Michaels, Vaucuse, before retiring
to Wentworth Falls. He was a writer and a poet and wrote an autobiography “Journey
Among Students”. He died on 28 July 1979 in Wentworth Falls, New South Wales, at
the age of 75. His wife survived him by 35 years, and she died at the age of 103 years.

Do Seath | 3 2021

Raj Kumar, Staff on Probation, Hyderabad
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UESI-TS inviting you to a scheduled
zoom meeting

Topic: PRAYER FOR COVID FREE INDIA
Time: Everyday 10:00 a.m.
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Background and past
am Irfan. | come from a very firm
Muslim family background. Even
when | was a boy, it was not easy for me
to just convert to some other religion, as
| had no right to live my life by my choice
even if itis a good way of life. | believed
that Allah is the only God. | also thought
that | was a very good guy because |
was doing and following all the religious
activities and rituals without missing.
Right from my childhood, | was well
mannered: had no bad habits; was
dedicated to do Namaz for 5 times a day;
never missed going to Jamaat; fasted
and prayed at the time of Ramzan. |
loved and used to boast about my
Muslim faith infront of all my non-Muslim
friends and bragged to be the best
among all my friends. Though | was
practicing all the rituals, there was
always discouragement of not feeling
close to God. | never had the comfort of
the warmth of God. | had no peace in
my heart. He was always unreachable
to me like when we try to connect and
speak to a person on phone but we get
a voice message from the other end “the
person whom you are trying to call is
unreachable”. That was a kind of vacuum
and disappointment of being far from
God.
Encounter with Jesus
| had a divine turning point in my life,
when | was in my B.tech 1st year at
Kadapa EU. My native place is Kurnool.
| pursued my higher studies from
Kadapa, where | had to stay at a hostel.
| had many friends at my college and
hostel, but there was a guy whose life
style attracted me the most. He was a
loving and kind person. His name,

Ramanjeneyulu sounds non-christian,
but he proclaims Christ Jesus. He and
his friends used to pray and read the
Bible quietly. They had peace and
confidence that God is with them. Indeed
| strongly felt that God is with them. In
my whole life, | never had such an
experience with God (I was strictly
following all the rituals, though). My
friends never insisted | convert. Once,
when Ramanjeneyulu invited me for the
Christmas event, | didn’t mind to go with
him, because | knew, he can’'t take me
to a wrong place. There, some bunch of
people were singing songs. A pastor
came up and shared the message from
the Bible called “Prodigal son” and then
they prayed. | experienced the newness
which was pleasant to my soul. | knew
deep down in my heart that my condition
was also like the prodigal son. The
message was the truth which needs to
be applied to every human life that is far
from God.
Changes after salvation, situations at
home

After | received Christ Jesus as my
personal savior, my thoughts had
changed. Untold peace, joy and
happiness came in to my heart. Even
when | had difficulties the peace of God
surpassed all the troubles. | wanted to
know more about God, so | got a new
testament and started reading. When my
parents came to know that | had a Bible
with me, they burnt the Bible. For the first
time, | was beaten up by my brother. My
brother threatened me that he would kill
me if he found the Bible again. | came
out from my family, but | love, meet,
support and respect my family members.

| never insist them to believe my faith,
owg Bewtd | & 2021




but | pray for them, that they may also
know the Truth about God.
Life with Christ all these years

Even today | have tough times as
before, but with my Christ | know | am
more than a conqueror. Though | have
life threatening situations, | always have
an assurance that | am with my savior.

| am always encouraged by the words
of Jesus. “I (Jesus) have told you all this
so that you may have peace in me. Here
on earth, you will have many trials and
sorrows. But take heart, because | have

overcome the world” (John 16:33).
“Though the mountains be shaken, and
the hills be removed, yet my unfailing
love for you will not be shaken nor my
covenant of peace be removed, says the
Lord, who has compassion on you”
(Isaiah 54:10).
Future Plans

| want to know more about God to
share the Gospel of Christ Jesus to my
family, friends and my neighbors and to
use all my skills and talents for the glory
of God. e

Irfan, Neighbours cell member
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs. 7.7 Lacs.
Apr-21
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 5,46,218.00 |Field Staff Salaries 4,30,573.80
Staff Support 66,000.00 |Office Staff Salaries 1,00,156.44
Deficit 11,841.20 |Gratuity Fund 14,434.00
Office Shifting 22,541.00
Repairs & Maintenance 12,353.96
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
Total 6,24,059.20 |Total 6,24,059.20
UESI (Support from EGF's) 1,84,400.00 |UESI 1,84,400.00
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