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HONE YOUR SKILLS ©89 g)og;aagos)o '

roverbs 16:16 says that to have wisdom and understanding is better than to

have silver or gold. Nice and expensive items can be enjoyable, but there are

very few things in life that can never be taken away, and that truly make us a better
person. Education is one of those things.

% N It enriches our mind and opens the door
gr /’4 to new people, places and ways of

ABILITY & thinking.

TRAINING From the moment a child is born, his or
=l SKILL her edufcatior; begins. At fiLgt,heduqa;ion
= e CERD ) /. is an infromal process in which an infant

& % @ L watches others and imitates them. As the

LeARN A infant grows into a young child, the

o T mame 8l process of education becomes formal.
COMPETENCE/ %5 Academic lessons become the focus of
e E— education as a child moves through the

school system. Even then, education is
much more than the simple learning of facts. A child learns cultural expectations
and norms, which are reinforced by the teachers, friends and classmates. It helps
the child by providing skills for communication, social interaction and work
discipline that can create pathways to both independence and obedience.

Education cannot stop at the primary school level either. Both vocational
education and higher education are important for good social development. Based
on this fact, the Indian Goverment wants to strengthen the children from age 3
onwards by transforming the system of education, the foundation for the future of
the country. In this regard, Government introduced National Education Policy 2020
(NEP 2020) on 29 June 2020 aiming at multidisciplinary and holistic learning.
According to NEP 2020, students are allowed to taste the flavours of all subjects of
vocational and academic courses of their own choice which help them in their
future job domain. Government wants to introduce activity based learning through
this NEP. Also, it expects atleast 50% of students to complete their higher education
by 2035.

At this juncture, we as parents and graduates too are encouraged to adopt new
methods and hone our skills to train our children and students in Godly ways so that
God's purpose may be fulfilled in their lives. As our children and EU students are
keenly observing our life it is our responsibility to set an example. We ought to be
diligent and are to transform ourselves into better people with each passing day.
Bible reminds us in Proverbs 22:29 that "Do you see a man skilled in his work? He
will serve before kings!"

- Dr. Prathima Gnanaraj
Coordinator, St Peter's Model School, Hyderabad
and graduate in Saidabad zone.
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Jesus Christ is treated as lamb and the lion.
Though He is the lion, He humbled Himself as
alamb. He knew His purpose that He is going
to be sacrificed on the Cross. He lived to die.
This article is helpful to understand the truth
about the life of Christ, He is sinless, judge,
jubilant king but He has shown Himself as a
lamb and encourages us to have a servant's
heart but with boldness and confidence that we
are the children of a great God.

- A. Pratap,
Graduate, Mahabubnagar
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By Prof. B. SUDHEER PREM KUMAR

hough India got Freedom/Independence in 1947,

the country’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) as per 2017-18
datais only 27.4%. In order to improve this and the living standards,
National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) aims for universalization
of education from preschool to secondary level with 50% GER in
school education by 2035 bringing 2 Crore school children
back into the mainstream through the open schooling system.
Of course, the Christian or Missionary schools have played a vital
role even in achieving the current GER.
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¢¢ Higher Education Institutions (HEI) will be transformed into large
multidisciplinary Universities, colleges and HEI clusters and

knowledge hubs. 99

Ensuring quality education for early
childhood between 3-6 years,the current
10+2 system is to be replaced by a new
5+3+3+4 curricular structure corres-
ponding to ages of 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, 14-
18 years respectively, with 3 years of
pre-schooling/Anganwadi, Vocational
education to start from Class 6 with
internships including the coding.
Teaching upto atleast Grade 5 is to be in
mother tongue or regional language. Let
us remember the Bible Quote:
“Train up a child in the way he
should go; even when he is old he
will not depart from it” [Prov.22:6].
So we should take care of our children
from this verse early days of their childhood
in the knowledge of God.

By 2030, the minimum degree
qualification for teaching will be a 4-year
integrated B.Ed Degree. Special
Education Zones (SEZ) are to set up and
exams in 3, 5 and 8 classes in addition to
board exams in 10 and 12. Board exams
are to be modular, low stakes, based on
conceptual knowledge and its
applications. Public and private
schools should be assessed and
accredited on the same criteria,
benchmarks and processes. At school
level, energizing breakfast to be served in
addition to midday meals. These
measures are to attract the rural students
towards education and to eradicate the
poverty. Christian missionaries followed
the same principle way back and it
reminds the duty of the present church to
initiate the activities in this direction along
with their personal growth.

Higher Education Institutions (HEI) will
be transformed into large multidisciplinary

Universities, colleges and HEI clusters
and knowledge hubs by phasing out the
system of “Affiliated colleges” over a
period of fifteen years through a system
of graded autonomy. In order to
encourage research, research-intensive
universities, teaching-intensive univer-
sities and autonomous degree
granting colleges to initiate
Undergraduate degree with either 3 or 4
year duration with multiple exit options to
provide

# Certificate after completing 1 year
in a discipline

+ Diploma certificate after 2 years
of study

¢ Bachelor’s degree after a 3-year
programme

¢ 4 year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s
program with number of preferred
options

¢ For students completing 4-year
Bachelor’'s program with research,
there could be a 1 year Master's
Program

¢ There will be an integrated 5-year
Bachelor’s/Master’s
programme

¢ The M.Phil programme shall be
discontinued

¢ Undertaking a Ph.D shall require
either a Master's degree or a 4-year
Bachelor's degree with research is
essentially required

Integrated exposure to Science, Arts,
Humanities, Mathematics and pro-
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¢ ABC will digitally store academic credits

earned from recognised higher education ¥ r“-/;.

institutions (HEIs) and allow for credit
redemption in order to be awarded a
certificate, diploma or degree. 99

fessional fields with flexible curricular
structures, creative combinations and
integration of vocational education will be
introduced.

Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) shall
be established which would be digitally
store the academic credits earned. HEls
will focus on setting up of

# Start-up incubation centers

¢ Technology development
centers

¢ Centers in frontier areas of
research

¢ Greater industry-academic
linkages

¢ Interdisciplinary research including
humanities and social sciences
and promoting innovation among
students.

¢ Multidisciplinary Education and
Research Universities (MERUS)
at par with IITs, [IMs to be setup as
models of best multidisciplinary
education of global standards to
setup in the country.

# Higher Education commission of
India (HECI) will be setup as a
single Umbrella body for Higher

Education (Excluding Medical
and Legal Education)

+ For funding, Higher Education
Grants Council (HEGC) to be
established.

# All stand-alone Technical
Universities, Health Sciences
Universities, Legal and
Agricultural universities will
become as Multi-Disciplinary
Universities.

The Centre and the States will work
together to increase the public investment
in the education sector reach 6% of the
GDP at the earliest.

Many measures need attention but due
to lack of time/space | want to windup here
with few important salient points of NEP-
2020.

As believers, responsible citizens of
India and members of Graduate
fellowships, we or our students should
make use of the facilities available in the
system and to become highly qualified and
to pray God to place our people in the Key
Positions like Joseph, Daniel (others in the
Bible) to glorify God and to be useful to the
believers in particular and society at largee

Prof. B. Sudheer Prem Kumar is Secretary, AP State Council of Higher

Education (Professor of JNTUH)
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NEP 2020
SPECIAL

dangizage

Education {?

By Prof. S. JAYARAJU

overnment of India affirms that

the preservation and pro-
motion of India’s cultural wealth must
be considered a high priority for the
country, as itis truly important for the
nation’s identity as well as for its
economy. Therefore, cultural and
linguistic identities are proved to be
significant not only in the life of a
global citizen but also in the
promotion of national economy.

As stated in UNESCO Atlas of the
World’s Languages in Danger 2010,
197 languages are endangered. It is
also true that more than two hundred
of Indian languages are lost over the
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last 60 years. When a language dies,
it takes away a system of culture and
its linguistic expression. On the other
hand, a child’s cognitive develop-
ment depends on its acquisition of
its mother tongue. Awopetu (2016)
discovered that mother tongue as a
medium of instruction in early
childhood classroom is very
effective in improving pupils’ learning
abilities. Moreover, language
learning is effectively productive
before puberty in human life. At this
juncture, it is very much relevant to
look into NEP 2020.

National Education Policy 2020




(NEP 2020) has replaced the National
Policy on Education 1968 (NPE 1968)
to develop cognitive skills of Indian
children. Considering the Indian
pursuit of knowledge, wisdom, and
truth, NEP 2020 aims at the education
that develops not only cognitive
capacities - both the ‘foundational
capacities’ of literacy and numeracy
and ‘higher-order’cognitive capacities,
such as critical thinking and problem
solving — but also social, ethical, and
emotional capacities  and
dispositions. One of the principles
laid to achieve the aim is to promote
multilingualism and the power of
language in teaching and learning.
Inferentially it can be understood that
language education is also very
crucial in developing cognitive skills
of the Indian children. It is apt to
mention that the cognitive linguistic
research  has  scientifically
established that the mother tongue
of a child develops effective
perception of ideas and concepts the
child experiences in the child’s
immediate cultural environment.

NEP 2020 has replaced the
existing 10+2 system with the new
5+3+3+4 system where the first 5

Previous academic structure

2 4
(Agesl6-18) (Class 9 to 12)

(Agesi4-18)

3
(Class 6 to B)
(Ages 11-14)

3
(Ages 6-16) (Class 3 to 5)

(Ages 8-11)

2 years
(Class | & 2)
(Ages &-3)

(Anganwadi/ pre-
school/Balvatila)
(Ages 3-6)

New Pedagogical & Curricular Structure

years of education is foundational, the
subsequent 3 years of education is
preparatory, the succeeding 3 years
of education is middle, and the
terminal 4 years of education is
secondary. With regard to language
education, there are two aspects to
be considered — 1) medium of
instruction, and 2) the languages to
be learnt. Concerning the first aspect,
the NEP 2020 has strongly
recommended for the home
language or mother tongue or local
language or regional language to be
the medium of instruction. However,
it has never made ‘the mother
tongue to be the medium of
instruction’ mandatory as it states
under 4.11 NEP 2020, “Wherever
possible, the medium of instruction
until at least Class 5, but preferably
till Class 8 and beyond, will be the
home language or mother tongue or
local language or regional
language.”

In connection with the latter aspect,
NEP 2020 promotes multilingualism
and national unity keeping in mind
the constitutional provisions,
aspirations of the people, regions,
and the Union. Knowing more than
one language is proved to be
advantageous in modern
times and
India is a
multilingual
society.
Hence, it
continues
4+~ ‘“the three-
language
formula”
without =
imposing any language on any
state in the country as stated
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under 4.13NEP 2020. Therefore, the
three languages to be learnt is the
choice of the students, States, and
regions. However, at least two of the
three chosen languages must be
native to India. Furthermore, the
students can change one or more of
the three chosen languages in grade
6 or 7 if they demonstrate basic
proficiency in the languages of their
fresh choice. It is also intended to
enable the students think and speak
about science and mathematics both
in the students’ mother tongue or
home language through high quality
bilingual teaching and learning
materials like textbooks. Sanskrit is
also an option in the three-language
formula along with other languages
like Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Odia, Pali, Persian, and
Prakrit.

Along with the Indian languages,
foreign languages like Korean,
Japanese, Thai, French, German,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Russian
will also be taught at secondary level
for making the students to learn about
the world cultures and to enrich the
students’ global knowledge and
mobility. For language education,

NEP 2020 intends experiential
learning pedagogy.

In conclusion, language education

is definitely one of the top priorities
up to secondary education as per
NEP 2020. Learning mother tongue
in high proficiency level, studying
science and mathematics both in
mother tongue and in English through
bilingual approach, and learning any
two Indian languages without fail are
significant until middle schooling.
Learning popular foreign languages
that equip the students to access
world cultures and to achieve their
aspirations through global mobility
are highly encouraged. Hence, it is
evident that there will be a greater
requirement of qualified and skilful
teachers of various languages both
Indian and foreign as NEP 2020
targets at developing child’s
cognitive abilities along with their
linguistic abilities. It is opined here
that Sanskrit is not known to many of
us in India since it has not been open
to all for centuries. Now NEP 2020
promises an opportunity for many
who can be judicable to access
ancient texts of India through learning
Sanskrit in experiential learning
pedagogy. In such cases, parents
need to be supportive and
conscientiouse

S.Jayaraju, Professor of Linguistics and Phonetics, graduate in OU

Zone
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CAREER READINESS EiL¥

PRIVATE SECTOR AND
MULTI-NATIONAL COMPANY JOBS

NEP 2020
SPECIAL

By PETER CHRISTOPHER RAJ

he world of Opportunities: The earth, God created,
has space for everyone to live and flourish. This world
is full of not only challenges but also opportunities.

In Jeremiah 29:11, God clearly says that He has a sure
Plan for our life: “For | know the plans | have for you, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.” In Psalm 138:8 (NIV), He confirms that
He has specific purposes or our lives: “the Lord will fulfill His
purpose for me.” In Jeremiah 1:5, we can understand that
the Lord has predestined specific professions for us:
Jeremiah as a prophet (not as a priest or scribe), David as
aking, Joseph as a prime minister, Daniel as a management
consultant and coach, Bezalel as an architect and artisan of
the Old Testament tabernacle, and Oholiab as his helper.
God has also placed the ‘Spirit of leadership’ on Joshua.
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God’s investment in you

God has invested a lotin each of us greatly,
to equip us for our professions. Spiritually he
has equipped us with gifting and anointing;
physically with skills and talents; professionally
he has equipped us with education,
experience in jobs, exposure in both of them,
and with expertise if we are faithful in each of
them. He has also given us supernatural
connections to some people, created
opportunities for us, and success in our
endeavours.

A world of opportunities before you

After education, a student can either starta
business, or go for a salaried profession. Job
opportunities are available in government
sector, private sector and in multinational fine
companies. For most of government sector
jobs, there will be a competitive examination
conducted. Anyone seeking such jobs should
better join a professional coaching center,
atleast for one or two batches before trying to
prepare on their own. | would strongly
recommend to students to try for higher level
UPSC examinations, atleast for a couple of
years before trying for other jobs. In the
context of this article, we will focus on non-
government sector jobs.

Success Parameters to secure a job

To secure job opportunities, one need to
master over very well on the following
parameters:

+ Academic score & knowledge
+ English language skills

+ Communication skills

+ Personality grooming

+ Willingness to re-locate

+ Openness to take up any job —
Company, Job title, Job role, Salary

4+ Choice between Comforts &
Challenges

You should be able to get atleast 8 out of 10
in your own self-appraisal in these
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parameters. Any area scored below needs
a better focus to obtain job opportunities sooner.

First fruits

[twould be a great start of professional life
for students, if they are willing to spend one or
two years, in a kingdom job role, to give his
first fruits to God and society, before moving
on their own aspirations. | have seen some
UESI girls dedicating a few years for mission
work and trying for professional ambitions after
marriage. Atleast, till getting a nice job,
students can consider such ministry roles,
either on full time or part time basis.

Tentmaking

Another great opportunity to serve the Lord
in marketplace roles is, being willing to take
up a job in a location that has very less
Christian presence, like a north Indian city/
town. Students getting new job offers with an
option for a large South India location, along
with another North India location, can consider
to select the latter to go and work there for a
couple of years, at least till their marriage.
They need not hesitate to do so, as they
always have an option to come back anytime.

Resume Building

However great a candidate be, unless the
interviewer / job provider knows him, he would
surely depend upon
good drafting of agreat
resume. Very often it
is witnessed that the
resume does not
represent the ‘real’
person. If there are
100 in an outgoing
batch of a class,
everyone of them
differs from each other
in academic scores,
subject expertise,
practical application
skills, the papers they
presented, etc., whereas most of their CVs
seems no different from that of the other
person. Please ensure that, your resume
represents the ‘exact you'.

I RESUME
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Sourcing in Private Sector/ MNCs

This sector sources the new employees
in various sources like employee referrals,
their own websites, placement consultants,
online job portals, etc. The external placement
consultants also predominantly depend on
online job portals to source candidates.
Hence, a job seeking student should ensure
that he updates his candidature in atleast a
few major job portals. One major additional
requirement for MNCs is that, the employee
should be the ‘finest candidate’.

Mastering over Online Job Portals

An outgoing student searching for a job
should create a ‘job-seeker’ type user ID on
job portals. In most cases, creating a user ID
is free of any cost. Once you create a user
ID, there are 2 ways of seeking a job: (a) by
your profile appearing in the ‘employer
search’ for candidates within 1%t or 2 page,
and (b) by doing an active job searching
everyday. This involves a 3-steps process:

(i) Creating a job-seeker user ID on a few
portals

(ii) Actively “updating” your profile, atleast
twice a day—so as to ensure that, your
profile appears in any employer search
in the 1% or maximum in 2" page.
Please note that, each job portal may
have many tens of lakhs of profiles
loaded in it's database, and easily
around 25,000 candidates update new
profiles everyday. When a consultant/
employer searches for candidates,
they easily get many thousands of
filtered profiles, whereas around 15
profiles of them will be listed in each
page. Hence, any profile from 3 page
onwards have very less probability to
be seen by the searcher. The listing
order used to list such profiles are “last

saved by”. Hence, itis very important
to have your profile visible in the 1t or
2" page without fail. So, an active job
seeker should ensure to “update” his
profiles atleast twice a day, like before
9.30 am, and again by 4 pm. Updating
more than twice a day, will further
increase the job interview opportunity.

(iii) Actively “searching” for jobs everyday,
is the next crucial step. You need to
select various parameters like cities
you prefer, industries and nature of
companies, job roles, salary preferred,
etc. One should ensure to apply for
atleast 50 jobs aday, soasto geta job
inthe next 2 to 3 months.

Beware! Never pay any consultant or job
portals any charges / money. Companies
recruiting services of external consultants to
source candidates, pay them very well, to
avoid they charging the candidates. Those
consultants with good track-record of
placements usually have good income, and
most of the ‘fee charging consultants’ prove
to have the only income of charging students,
with zero placement records. Beware!

Other Areas you need to take care of are
Interview performance (including mastering
over atleast 50 most popular interview
questions), group discussions, & creating a
strong personality brand, a strong, positive
and professional social media presence.

Good News! if you search for job
systematically with due preparation for
various areas highlighted above, the God who
created with a great plan and a godly purpose,
who also invested in you greatly to make you
as a professional, will surely bless you to get
seftledin life on time! The One who has called
us is able to help us, willing to help us and
faithful to help us! All the Best! e

Peter Christopher Raj handles Career Guidance in UESI-TN, had a long
stint in Investment Banking companies in Govt sector, private sector and
international business operations of MNCs, and founded ‘FDS

Management Consultants’ in 2014.
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To get nations back on their feet,
we must first get down on our knees

- Billy Graham
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs. 7.7 Lacs.
Dec-20
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 5,87,557.00| Field Staff Salaries 4,19,531.27
Staff Support 66,000.00| Office Staff Salaries 84,053.31
Gratuity Fund 13,970.60
Office Rent 13,000.00
Repairs & Maintenance 28,139.62
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
SWF 50,862.20
Total 6,53,557.00| Total 6,53,557.00
UESI (Support from EGF's) 1,93,800.00 | UESI 1,93,800.00
Staff Christmas Gift 2,39,220.00| Staff Christmas Gift 1,68,000.00
Closing Balance in CG 71,220.00
Grand Total 4,33,020.00|Grand Total 4,33,020.00




ANew Vear To P Jasms Jirse

by Margaret Cagle

We welcome the entrance
Of another wew year.
A time Yo take inventory
T once again tere.

We count oar duccesses.
We rnemember failures too.
We desire to cmprove
T everything that we do.

Let's stnive to be better
Servants for car Lord God
And be a Uessing to othens
Ao on life'e noad we trod.
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