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n the days of Covid-19, families are

disturbed a lot in different ways.
Many changes have come even in the
Christian families during these days.
So we have to refine our families in
the light of God’s word. As Christians,
it's important to focus on the purpose
of marriage. The Biblical example en-
courages believers to enter into mar-
riage in a way that honors God’s cov-
enant relationship, submits to the laws
of God first and then the laws of the
land, and gives a public demonstration
of the holy commitment that is being
made.

We have to understand that, the
first marriage ceremony was per-
formed by God. God gave marriage

i 80w 2022 | Do Seard

to a man as the first institution, even
before He gave man the church.
Marriage is more important than the
church. In fact, the church is built
on strong building blocks called
homes. we must not take marriage
lightly.

1. Definition of Christian marriage
and Christian family

An intimate and complementing
union between a man and a woman in
which the two become one flesh, in the
whole of life.

A Christian family, then, operates in
the pattern of Christ's self-denial and
faithful obedience to God.

2. Impact of the current changes on
Christian families.



Balance of work and family

“Mom comes home tired, dad comes
home tired. Family life suffers... Kids
must make decisions for themselves
that parents should make for them.” -
Diane, Guyton GA

It's no secret that parents who
work full-time often struggle to find a
balance between their job and their
family. It can be difficult to find time to
spend with your children when you're
working long hours, and it can be even
more challenging to find quality time.
Lack of Communication.

“Cell phones, the Internet, digital
satellite systems, and play Stations
are becoming substitutes for relation-
ships.” - Robert, Bogart GA

We all know that communication is
key in any relationship, but it's espe-
cially important in family relationships.
When communication breaks down, it
can lead to all sorts of problems.

One of the biggest problems we see
in families today is the lack of com-
munication. With everyone being so
busy and glued to their gadgets, it's no
wonder that families have a hard time
staying connected.

It's important to make time for each
other and to really listen when some-
one is trying to communicate. Oth-
erwise, misunderstandings and hurt
feelings are bound to happen.

If your family is having communica-
tion problems, take some time to sit
down and talk about it. You may be
surprised at how much better you all
feel after you've had a chance to ex-
press yourselves.

Media Influence

The problem with modern forms of
media is not merely that it's less mor-
ally fettered than ever before, but that
morally depraved characters and acts
are now being portrayed as sympa-
thetic protagonists—as people who
we are to identify with and root for. The

anti-hero is one of the most destruc-
tive forces in all of the media when it
comes to negative influence.

These characters follow their moral
code, eschewing the institutionalized
law or government that they deem “too
weak” to do what must be done. They
break the law, Kill, steal, and murder,
all to the fanfare of viewers. They often
are a representation of moral relativ-
ism at its worst.

Financial Pressures

“Living costs are rising rapidly, espe-
cially in terms of health care, prescrip-
tions, and health insurance premiums.
Itis hard to stay on budget when living
costs rise significantly faster than in-
come.” - Osborne, Blandon PA.

The cost of living is rising rapidly,
and this is putting a lot of financial
pressure on families. Health care
costs are also increasing, and this is
making it difficult for people to afford
the care they need. These rising costs
are making it difficult for people to
make ends meet, and it is creating a
lot of financial stress.

Lack of Discipline

“Without discipline and respect in
the home, there is none in the world.”,
- Karen, Marshall TX

There's no doubt that discipline
is important in any family. Without it,
children would run wild and chaos
would ensue. Unfortunately, there
are many families who lack disci-
pline. This can be for a variety of
reasons, but the end result is the
same: children who are not properly
disciplined.

If you're in a family that lacks disci-
pline, it's important to try to find ways
to improve the situation. This can be
difficult, but it's worth it for the sake of
your children. Here are a few tips:

1. Talk to your spouse or partner about
the importance of discipline.
2. Make a plan together for how to dis-
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cipline your children.

3. Follow through with the plan consis-
tently.

4. Explain to your children why disci-
pline is important.

5. Be a good role model for your chil-
dren by displaying self-discipline
yourself.

If you work on these things, you can
help to improve the situation of lack
of discipline in your family. It won't be
easy, but it will be worth it for the sake
of your children.

Abuse
If you see abuse occurring, whether

it's emotional or physical, tell someone

you trust. God'’s plan for our relation-
ships does not involve grief and pain.

God does not look down on those who

seek to end abuse. Rather, He's with

you.

Busyness
“‘Satan uses busyness to think we

are being productive, meanwhile, our

relationships, our families, our church-
es are faltering.” says, Tom, Bowie

MD.

When we're busy, our relationships,
our families, and our churches can all
suffer. We need to be careful not to let
our busyness overwhelm us and pre-
vent us from being truly present in our
lives. If we're not careful, our busyness
can become a form of idolatry, and we
can miss out on what's truly important.
Divorce

‘Divorce seems to be on the in-
crease, even among Christian fami-
lies, leaving many to wonder (espe-
cially children) what commitment really
means.” - Sherri, Simpsonville SC

Christian families are held not only
to a different standard than others but
to a higher- that of God. When we
recognize the above issues and face
them, employing scriptural principles
to overcome them, we become who
God wishes us to be, and in doing so,
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we do the very best we can for our

families. God wants us to be happy,

and to have a great family life. Don't
forget that.

3. Wrong notions and practices

1. Materialism and Consumerism -
Families spend too much money on
things that they don't need and they
end up in debt. This causes a lot of
stress on the family.

2. Selection and conducting mar-
riages - Marriages are not con-
ducted properly. Most marriages
are based on selection rather than
on God'’s will. This often leads to di-
vorce.

3. Nurturing Children - Parents do
not spend enough time with their
children. They are too busy working
and they don't take the time to nur-
ture their children. This often leads
to problems later on in life.

4, Teaching children house hold
works - Children should be given
the opportunity to explore their own
interests and talents. If you force
them to do things that they are not
interested in, they will likely resent
you for it.

5. Education and Discipline - It is
about teaching, not punishment.
Families should focus on positive
reinforcement, rather than punish-
ment, when disciplining their chil-
dren. One of the most common
problems is that the children are not
taught proper discipline and are not
given proper moral education. This
often leads to them indulging in bad
habits and becoming a burden on
the family.

6. Finance - Finance is another area
where families often go wrong.
Many families live beyond their
means and end up in debt. It is
important to teach children about
money management and respon-
sible spending from a young age.



7. Neglecting church - While it is
important to spend time with family,
it is also vital to keep God in your
life. When you neglect church, you
are sending a message to your kids
that God is not important.

. Attachment with parents after

9. Divorce - Divorce should not be

an option for couples who have dif-
ferences. They should try to work
things out and not give up on their
marriage so easily. It can be devas-
tating for the kids.

If you are having problems in your

marriage- It is normal and healthy
to want to spend time with your
parents, but you need to make
your spouse your priority. If you are
constantly running to your parents
for advice or support, you are not
giving your spouse the attention he
or she deserves. Parents should be
supportive and not be a hindrance
to their children's happiness.

family, don't hesitate to seek help.
Don't let the wrong notions and prac-
tices ruin your family.

(To be continued in Jan'23 Issue)

(The article on “Refined Family” is presented
in CTR SPICON’22 seminar)

- Dr. R. Sudarshan & Paran Jyothi,
Hyderabad
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UNIP CELL PRAISING AND PRAYER POINTS

UNIP Cell

1.Pray for the formation of core
group consisting of Urban,
Neighbors, and International
Premier institutes.

2.To conduct fellowship program for
young single graduates, which is
the need of the hour.

3.To conduct a combo camp for
Bowenpally students, Teen's
Bible Study, and last E-Camp
delegates as soon as possible in
the second week of January 23.

4. New options for bible study re-
sources in engineering colleges.

5. Pray for UNIP cell staff, Mr.
Sandeep and Mr. Raj Kumar.

URBAN

Praising Points

1. Able to restart Bible study in Tar-
naka.

Prayer Points

1. Tarnaka bible studies to be regu-
lar and to start EBS

2. To plan a Christmas program for
the Tarnaka group.

3. Teens weekly bible studies to be
effective and meaningful.

4. Senior students and graduates
may accept the students as they
are.

Premier Institutes

Praising Points

1. Prayer walks were conducted in
ICFAI and NIPER.

2. A Christmas program was con-

—ﬂ &2omb 2022 | Damg Seatd

ducted in NIT on November 26,
2022. 130 students attended.

Prayer Points

1. To conduct a Christmas program
on December 1 at IIT Hyderabad
and on December 3 at NIPER in
2022.

2. Bible studies may be conducted
for students at the premier insti-
tutes.

3. Good ministry may be seen ex-
clusively at IIT Hyderabad, BITS,
and EFLU.

4. Like-minded individuals can form
groups and pray for institutions
on a weekly basis in each divi-
sion where we have premier
institutes.

5. Pray for NMIMS (Narsee Monjee
Institute of Management Studies)
to get contacts and start Bible
studies at Jadcharla, Mahabub-
nagar.

International Students

1. Athorough follow-up for the Libe-
rian contact student is required,
and also pray that we may start
a fellowship group for the foreign
students at Warangal.

2. A core group to be formed for In-
ternational students.

3. Pray for like-minded individu-
als to form into groups and pray
for international students on a
monthly basis in every pockets
-EFLU, Ibrahimpatnam, Sitafal-



mandi, and other premier insti-
tutes.

Neighbors

1. To conduct a Christmas program
for the students of Urdu Univer-
sity in Gachibowli during the sec-
ond week of December.

2. To conduct regular
prayer meetings.

3. To have a state level FNC com-
mittee.

4. To plan for strategic ministry
among Neighbours.

5. Active involvement of Muslim
background believers (MBB)
among Neighbors.

6. To have prayer walks in Neigh-
bors populated colleges and ar-
eas.

7. For Benjamin may know God's
will in choosing his career.

monthly

ADOPTED STATES

Bihar

Prayer Points:

1. Need for two coordinators and
one staff family.

2. Monthly financial need of Rs.2.5
lakhs may be met.

3. AIlEGFs and EU cells may send
contributions regularly.

4. To raise local leaders and sec-
ond-line leadership.

5. Effective functioning of all com-
mittees (EC, SPEC, Graduates
Cell, State Student Cell, CNC,
Evangelism Cell).

6. More open homes are needed
where students can be mentored
and receive personal care.

7. The Bihar staff team to work with
all wisdom and faithfulness.

8. All three regional committees
may reach unreached districts.

9. All the MPCs may work effec- |-

tively.

10. To reach the unreached cam-

puses.

11. Need for tentmakers in the focus

cities of Darbhanga, Bhagalpur,
Begusarai, Muzaffarpur, Moti-
hari, and Gaya.

12. Need for missionary students in

premier institutes

13. All EGFs and EUs may grow in

number and quality.

14. Open homes are needed in

Darbhanga and Gaya since there
are no graduates.

15. To buy a suitable place for the

Bihar EGF state office and staff
quarters.

Jharkhand

Praising Points

1. Successful ~ completion  of
Jharkhand EGF Conference by
Dumka EU EGF on October 22
-24,2022.

2. For the pre-Christmas program
organized by ISM, Dhanbad.

Prayer Points

1. For all upcoming Christmas pro-
grams in Jharkhand.

2. Jharkhand  monthly financial
needs may be met.

3. Students may grow in their spiri-
tual lives and excel in their stud-
ies.

4. Pray for those students who are
struggling for the job.

5. Students, staff and graduates
looking for a life partner may find
them according to God's will.

6. Pray for the graduate families,
their career, health, spiritual life,
and ministry.

7. Pray for graduate incharges Bro.
Timothy Murmu and Bro. James
Tiru may work effectively.
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STAFF COORDINATORS TRAINING

taff coordinators training went well from November 21 to December 3rd, 2022. Bro.
John Lazarus, Sis. Manjula Lazarus. Bro. Ravi and Sis. Aruna were resource per-
sons. Thank God for the successful training.
- Rajesh Dasari,
State Secretary, UESI-TS
We were truly blessed with meaningful, needed sessions and experienced resource
persons and co-participants.
These are the things | have learned:
1. PBS in the new method (IBS structure) is well understood.
2. Learned to frame GBS questions in a simple and catchy manner.
3. Acquired knowledge about field experiences, how to minister in difficult situations,
and accountability.
4.1 learned how to do poetry study, character study, book study, and book reviews.
5. God spoke with me through the lives of Job, Jonah, and Moses.
Based on the learnings, | made the following decisions:
1. I 'should do the PBS at least twice a month.
2. | should work on key effective areas in the field and personally.
3. I'should always rely on God and obey Him in all circumstances.
Thank you so much, Executive Committee and State Secretary Bro. Rajesh, for your
prayers, concern, and support towards growth. Also, providing us with this wonderful
opportunity to learn in such a wonderful venue with food facilities.

- B.Balaji, Staff Coordinator, Vidyanagar
—ﬂ Bowb 2022 | Do Seatd
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UESI-TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs.9.7 Lacs.
Nov-22
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 7,91,052.00 [Field Staff Salary 3,02,868.68
Staff Support 41,000.00 |Field Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 1,15,707.00
Office Staff Salaries 57,415.37
Office Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 32,282.84
Staff Health Insurance Phase - Il 51,444.00
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
Jharkhand State Support 8,000.00
Gratuity Fund 14,450.48
Subsidy to VV 10,000.00
Staff Training(National) 35,000.00
Repairs & Maintenance 13,231.44
Staff Welfare 1,47,652.19
Total 8,32,052.00 |Total 8,32,052.00
OTHER FUNDS
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
UESI (Support from EGF's) 2,20,700.00 |UESI 2,20,700.00
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hristmas is the time

We sing ‘Peace On Earth’
As we joyously celebrate
The truly wondrous birth

The Baby, Heaven sent

To shine His Love and Light
Forever changing our world
Through the ages, glowing bright

Jesus, born to be a guide

As He walked His Earthly way
[luminating the path of peace
We can still follow today

Unconditional Love and compassion
Living each day through our Heart
Forgiveness to others and ourselves
Is the way to make a start

Peace On Earth is our plan

At Soul level we all agree

And slow, but sure, it’s presence
Comes forth for us to see

The Prince Of Peace was born
To be the Christed Light

All man’s dark ages and wars

Could not dim its pure might

And now we have passed

The point of no return

The path to Peace On Earth
We can walk with no concern

For it is now in our sight
Like never on Earth before
As many Lighted Souls

Are living through their Core

They have raised the planet
As the Master taught to do
By following His example
More Christed-Light shines
through

Now it may seem that there is

So much going on all around

The darkness is no longer hidden
As the Light-Power is so profound

It is going to take some time
But it speeds up, you’ll see

As more Souls are Awakened
More Peace On Earth there’ll be

Peace begins in the Heart
Of each and every Soul
We all have the choice to make

- Trina Graves

Taken fromhttps:/spiritualquotestoliveby.wordpress.com/2020/01/14/peace-on-earth/
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