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X Living Simply
Loving Fully

- Ch. Appala Raju

In a world of consumerism, simple living seems to be distasteful and
outdated. This is unfortunately true even in the church today. There
is an unseen link between Simple living and Loving God and the people.
It is a freedom that we enjoy in God not imitating the world.

Simple Living

Simple living is a way that you choose to live, as believers, according to the word
of God and according to the need, not going after worldly order. Saying NO to some
things and practices in the world needs courage and gives focus. It calls for
introspection whether we are fully satisfied in God, or in the things of the world.
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Some people's lives appear to be simple but amass the riches
in banks and properties. Ironically, all their savings in simple
living is to bless themselves for comforts/luxuries.

Fortunately, we have plenty of ex-
amples in the lives of contemporary
people and characters in the Bible, more
importantly, in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Being the creator of the heaven and the
earth, chose to be born in a simple but
faithful and obedient family, to show that
BLESSING is not in riches, nor in
success, but living according to the will
of God. Joseph, Mary and our Lord
lacked riches of the world, but did not
lack the works and the will of God in
their lives.

Some people live exuberant lives,
glory in their fortune in this life and forget
that it is not our permanent abode, we
all have to leave for the best.

Some people's lives appear to be
simple but amass the riches in banks
and properties. Ironically, all their
savings in simple living is to bless
themselves for comforts/luxuries.

Storing up earthly treasures isn’t
simply wrong. It’s just plain studip’.

Actually it is sinful to have
unproportionate riches or lifestyle
in a world of need and hunger all
around us. | remember our pastor was
admonishing and practicing not to have
more than a house. Unfortunately, we
are imitating the world to amass riches,
as if-in-case-God-fails, we have plan B
of taking care of ourselves.

As believers, we need to consider
Minimalism, a kind of lifestyle free from
many nonessential things, riches
and distractions to focus on what is
important in life.

Defining the NEED is becoming the
issue here, though it is subjective, but
God’s word has plenty of wisdom and
examples to follow to decide what is
needed as sojourners and what is not.

Moses made a choice to forego riches
and power of Egypt to bear the shame
with people of God?. He was wise to lose
lesser earthly riches to gain greater
eternal riches.

May we make wise choices which suit
simple living in dressing, food, furniture,
cars, Jobs/Businesses, children's
education, sending them abroad for
studies, procuring properties etc.
Loving Fully

Having made simple living choices
we have freedom to love God and
people with our time and treasure.

Time is an invaluable resource which
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can be redeemed and spent with God
and family. Many godly people regret
that they couldn’t spend more time with
God and family.
Loving God

God deserves our time as we belong
to him and we are going to be with Him
all the time. Our eternal life starts here
on earth and extends to eternity. So it is
wise to make time to God as much as
possible in this life itself, which saves us
many heartaches.
Loving Family

Family is the most important institu-
tion God gave us to achieve his will. We
need to make it happen with our time
and effort, it is not automatic and can
not afford to take it for granted. | cannot
insist enough to spend time with the
family. Making time for one another in
family is seriously lacking as demands
of life are pulling us in various directions,
simple living would help us greatly to
make it happen. We need to be ready to
be radical and bold to make decisions,
even to take a break in career, change
careers to make time. We can not be
victims of our decisions according to the
demands of life. Make sure that children
are taken care of fully by the parents,train
them as much as possible, and do not
delegate the responsibility of teaching

Bibliography:

and training in the family to others.
That is the great responsibility with
guaranteed returns and satisfaction.

| regret that | didn’t spend more time
with my family - Billy Graham.

Loving Others

It is a command and responsibility to
love others. Praying for others is the best
thing to do which demands our time. We
need to use our talents to bless others,
whether it is counseling (MPC), helping
in studies, career, ministering through
singing, leading Bible studies,
preaching so on and so forth.

By saving money with simple living,
we can help people with our resources:

Regular support to the ministries
like Missions, Pastors, Needy in our
families, NGOs, Widows, Orphanages
etc. Need is enormous as foreign
funding is being stopped.

Along with tithe to God, take another
tithe to poor to begin with, giving can be
increased further as you earn more. ltis
blessed to give than to receive.
Conclusion

It is God’s command not to covet but
to be fully satisfied with him. It is our joy
in obedience to look to God for wisdom
and direction as to how to live wisely
making right decisions about our career,
family and ministry.

1.The Treasure Principle, Life Change Books, Randy Alcorn.
2.Christianity Today Interview Q&A with Billy Graham, Nov 7 2008.

Ch Appala Raju, Software Professional, Houston, USA.
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs. 8.7 Lacs.
May-22
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.

General Contribution 5,44,911.00 |Field Staff Salaries 4,89,193.50

Staff Support 1,51,300.00 |Office Staff Salaries 1,34,869.50

Deficit 74,800.84 |Staff Salary Arrears 31,744.04
Missionary Upholders Trust (Payable) 3,100.00
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
Gratuity Fund 16,600.00
Subsidy to VV 10,000.00
Subsidy to CMTC 20,000.00
Repairs & Maintenance 13,771.00
Previous Deficit 7,733.80

Total 7,71,011.84 |Total 7,71,011.84

OTHER FUNDS
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
UESI (Support from EGF's) | 1,88,130.00 [UESI 1,88,130.00




OTHERS

1 Lord, let me live from day to day,
In such a self-forgetful way,
That even when | kneel to pray,
My pray’r shall be for OTHERS.

Refrain:

Yes, others, Lord, yes, others,
Let this my motto be;

Help me to live for others,
Help me to live for others,
That I may live like Thee,
That | may live like Thee.

2 Help me in all the work | do
To ever be sincere and true,
And know that all I'd do for you
Must needs be done for OTHERS. [Refrain]

3 Let“Self” be crucified and slain
And buried deep, nor rise again
And may all efforts be in vain,
Unless they be for OTHERS. [Refrain]

4 So when my work on earth is done,
And my new work in heav’'n’s begun,
May | forget the crown I've won,

While thinking still of OTHERS. [Refrain]

- Charles D. Meigs




