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. SPECIAL

Open Home

ust turning 68 years old, the UESI
Organization was started in a small
open home at Prof. Enoch’s house in
Madras. Since then, many families
have opened their homes and done
their small ounce to shape our UESI,
which is what it is today, spread
across the breadth and height of India
as well as in many countries across
the globe. It is very important to know
about Open Home, which is part and
parcel of UESI growth and has been
present since the start of the ministry.
1. What does open home mean?
An open home is basically a Chris-
tian home where the love of Christ
rules. It is a place for care, help,
counseling, learning, an informal way
of teaching Biblical values, and much
more. This open home concept is

very popular in UESI circles. Not only
the guests but also the hosts get ener-
gized by these open homes. As Mr. PC
Varghese shared about Prof. Enoch’s
home, “The evening prayer meetings
at the residence of Prof. Enoch were
the powerhouses behind the minis-
try. There was a very special sense
of the Lord’s presence and a great
degree of love and harmony among
all who participated in that fellowship.
Among the 10 aims of NEGF, the
6th aim talks about Christian home
and helps the graduates establish
Christian homes. The aim inherits
the concept of UESI, Open Home.
Most of the passing of the vision
and shaping into God’s image of the
future leaders happened in these
open homes. They played a key role

Do St | wgowd 2023




in raising the great personalities of
God over the past seven decades.
2. Why is it so important to have
open homes?

We see very different situations
around us today. Technology is mak-
ing tremendous changes that nobody
predicted. Now everything is in your
palm; students have their world in
their mobiles, and physically they
may be with us, but they can easily
get lost in their private world with a
click. At the same time, other attrac-
tions like alcohol, drugs, pornography,
etc. are very common these days,
and campuses became their center
point, and most of the youth got ad-
dicted to these different avocations.
Though they wanted to come out of it,
they couldn’t find a way out. Parents
are looking for counseling centers to
get their children back. In the midst of
these challenges, even our students
are at the very edge or prone to be-
ing blown away by these temptations.
Personal care and counseling are in
dire need in the student community.
Unless our students are given proper
care, guidance, and protection, Satan
will easily grab them and drag them
into this lost world. Students need
personal care, counseling, etc., and
our open homes are the best places
forit.

—H 3006 2023 | Dw0 Seeld
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Each house was a powerhouse for spreading
the gospel and a hub for fellowship,
and everyone shared whatever they had with

their fellow believers.

3. What does the Bible say about
open homes?

There are several families men-
tioned in the Holy Bible and their
contributions as open homes in
building God’'s kingdom. Homes
were like mini-churches in the early
days of Christianity. Believers used
to meet every day at home, and
they were like fellowship boost-
ers. Acts 2.46: And they, continuing
daily with one accord in the temple
and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with glad-
ness and singleness of heart. [KJV]
Each house was a powerhouse for
spreading the gospel and a hub for
fellowship, and everyone shared
whatever they had with their fel-
low believers. These open homes
played a crucial role in early church
growth as well as in our UESI ministry.
Similarly, there are a few open
homes from the Old Testament where
their possessions, poverty, or hard-
ships didn’t hinder them from open-
ing their house for God's ministry.
(i) Abraham (Genesis 18:1-10)

He ran, bowed, and prayed. He
respected them by calling them my
Lord. He wanted them to relax, take
rest, and be comforted. He hastened
to provide them with good food; he
stood by them as they ate; and in the



end, he got a promise from the Lord.
(ii) The poor widow at Zarephath (I
Kings 17:8-24)

She had faith in the Lord and trust-
ed the words of Elijah. Not worried
about the food for her son, she made
up her mind to sacrifice, offered him
simple food, and received a blessing.
(iii) The rich woman at Shunem (2
Kings 4:8-17)

She has identified the need.
Elisha discussed with her hus-
band, constructed a room, spent
her time, treasure, and energy,
provided him with the things he
needed, and received a blessing.
We cannot do justice to the open
home discussion without mentioning
the dynamic and power-packed home
of Aquilla and Priscilla. It was the
best example of how an open home
was useful in the ministry. They (Acts
18:1-3, 24-26) received Paul and
learned from him; they invited Apol-
los, corrected him, and trained him
to be a mature leader; they opened
their house to have a church; and
they gave their lives for the ministry.
Our Lord Jesus Christ also used
many homes to teach and train his
followers. Most of His work was done
at home, and several houses invited
Him and were very useful at that time.
4. Why not so many open homes
now?

Though we have seen a lot of
growth in our UESI ministry with mini-
mal open homes in previous years,
though there are a number of fami-
lies added to the ministry in the same

ratio, the homes are really not open
for the ministry. A very few homes
are actively contributing as a whole
to the ministry. Others may be sup-
porting themselves financially one
way or another, but they are not able
to open their homes. There may be
a number of genuine reasons for not
offering open homes for the ministry,
like that both are working, busy with
kids, busy with office work, financially
not stable, newly married, have a very
small house, have a problem with
the house owners, etc. Some are for
other reasons, like “we want to take a
break for some time”. Some think that
there are many other homes open,
and nothing happens even if they
don’t open their home. Some say the
spouse is not interested or has not
been much involved with the minis-
try previously, so they are not able
to mingle. Some say they just want
to enjoy the fellowship but are reluc-
tant to open their homes for ministry.
On the other hand, some families
have the heart to open their homes,
but they are not effective. Though they
open it, they won't give quality time to
the students; they won't listen to them
but rather try to impart something to
them, but not in a proper way. Provid-
ing hospitality alone will not serve the
purpose. Though it looks like some-
thing is better than nothing, much
more important elements are missing.
5. Characteristics of an Open Home

There are a number of examples in
our midst of people who opened their
homes for God-given ministry among
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the students. In one of the stories of
Bro. Satyakeerti, our former pioneer-
ing staff, whenever he went to Prof.
Enoch’s house, it was always filled
with bundles of joy and excitement,
as if he were going to his own house.
Once, when both the Enochs were
sick, Bro. Satyakeerti went to visit
them at their home. By just listening
to his voice from the other side of the
door, Prof. Enoch could recognize
him. That was the bonding they had
in that first ever open home in UESI
ministry. Even Mrs. Enoch used to
store lemon juice and wait to serve
the students. Not only do the stu-
dents get enriched by open homes,
but the hosts also get refreshed by
the students’ coming to their homes.
It is mutual enhancement. Below, we
can see the most important elements
of the open home, though there are
many others to add to the list.

* God’s Love

* Care

* Relationship

* Learning

+ Counselling

* Tender Heart

* Hospitality

* Desire to spend time

* Share

* Correct

* Accept

* Belongingness

+ Confidentiality
6. How to Open a Home

If we look back at any open home
in our ministry, the basic thing they
have is a heart for perishing souls, es-
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pecially for student ministry. To start
with, we can invite our Micro Prayer
Cell (MPC) students to our homes. We
need to give them quality time. Prayer
and the Word of God should be the
center of our discussions with them. It
is better not to open the phones when
they are with us. They may be going
through different situations, which we
may not know or guess. But if we can
give them our full attention, they can
slowly open up and share. God will use
our homes to address their problems;
in the case of unbelievers, they may
come to the Lord. Maybe a few things
they learn when we try to teach, but
many other things they learn from our
lifestyle: the way we keep our house,
our conversations in family, healthy
relations among the members, giving
preference to God’s Word, our prayer
life and dependence on God, etc.
One of the best parts of the open
homes that students get attracted
to is the way we give them freedom.
For example, they can go directly to
the fridge and take whatever they
want as if it were their own house;
similarly, they can come in at any time
as they go home. We can plan tea,
some snacks, lunch, or dinner, mak-
ing them part of this preparation, and
having informal chat over these works
makes them more comfortable, opens
them up much more, and helps them
catch up on more important leanings
too. As time goes on, touching on
their personal problems and family is-
sues, addressing their financial short-
ages, and giving career-related ad-



vice makes them more bonded to the
open homes and makes a valuable
impact for a lifetime in a students’ life.
7. Hindrances to Having an Open
Home

Though many families wish to open
their homes, a few elements are
definitely hindering them from doing
s0. May be due to a busy lifestyle,
but we need to remember that God
wants to use people who are busy
with their work and need to make out
the time even from busyness. Some
may be counting the costs. We give
them food, whether it's costly food
or just tea; it doesn’t matter for the
open home. The students are looking
for counseling to get out of the chal-
lenges they face day to day. Superfi-
cial relationships are also one of the
most hindering things in open homes.
Students don't like to turn up again in
this case. So, a tender heart is more
important than anything else. Don't
be too strict with rules and regula-
tions, which may make the students
feel like they shouldn't come again.
8. Last but not least

We need to spend extra time
and, most of the time, extra money.
When we open our homes, there
may be a few risks, like being ex-
ploited in a few cases, having odd-
time guests, etc., but when we see
the fruit of these, all these costs will
look negligible at the end of the day.
On the other hand, God blesses us
with His surprises (Mat 10:40-41).
Similarly, being present as a family is
very important when counseling the

opposite gender, and keeping per-
sonal things confidential is a must. On
the other side, we should not miss the
peace and harmony of the family; pri-
vacy for the children and elderly par-
ents’ sickness should be well taken
care of: and others cannot enter our
bedroom without prior permission.
If we miss these important things,
then the whole point of having open
homes will be lost due to the distur-
bance created by them. We should
be very careful and well-balanced.
9. Conclusion

Itis clearly evident that strong lead-
ers for Christ are shaped in small,
open homes only. Though they looked
simple and small, they were like pow-
erhouses in spreading the gospel to
students and building decades of his-
tory for UESI. God wants to use each
one of our houses as an open home
for this current generation and build
them up as great leaders for Christ.
Let's put all the hindrances aside,
whether big or small, and put in some
more effort to go the extra mile in
shaping our home as an open home
for the expansion of His kingdom.
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ADOPTED STATES

Bihar

Praise God for

* Prathana Yatra is conducted in dif-
ferent regions.

« BEGF coordinator Bro. Saimon
Soren has joined the National
UESI.

+ Evangelistic camps and retreats
were conducted successfully in all
four regions.

* A new EBS started at Naugauch-
hia (Bhagalpur)

and Parsa Bazar (Patna).

* Anew EGF committee was formed
at Motihari

+ Nalanda ICEU got affiliated at the
national AGM

Pray for

* Aplanned evangelical camp or re-
treat in all four regions

* GSTP cum GTP is scheduled from
September 11th—14th on Zoom.

+ Board orientation to be held from

% (8od Dciren Koz é&ém&én.

(EPS)RrTED eBT0.

Evitefelai @*’goéo&, (8800,

—ﬁ Rou6 2023 | Qo0 Seerd
e @

BeoHen, e:sééoﬁo AHIHS, THE (Derdd
658, 2G) &, e, @66 3y 89
eBmge S8 (@GoSod.

September 9 to 10, 2023, on Zoom.
« Effective functioning of all regional
committees
« Regular financial contributions
from all EUs and EGFs

Jharkhand

Praising Points

1. An evangelistic camp was held in
Daltongaj from
August 12 to August 23, with ap-
proximately 60 students attending,
fifty of whom were friends of oth-
ers.

2. In Dumka, a one-day retreat was
held, and 55 students attended.

3. The Ranchi ICE CMOP was held
from August 12 to 15.

4. Two new hostel Bible studies came
up in the month of August.

Pray for

Suitable resource person selection

for the annual conference
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RUBY CELEBRATIONS OF NANDYAL EU

y Come... Commemorate... Celebrate... Consecrate - Psalm 95:1-3

Dates: 10th November 2023 to 12th November 2023.
Venue: Good Shepherd English Medium School, Nandyal

*
Speakers: ~N
Expositions - Br. P. John Victor, Kumool 7
Devotions - Br. P, John Paul, Hyderabad

Keynote Address - Br. P. Vinay Kumar, Hyderabad

History of Nandyal EU ministry - Br. 1J. Daniel Raj, Australia

A hearty welcome to all alumni of Nandyal EU. Let us
come together to celebrate 40years of God's faithfulness.
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Theme

Registration fee:
Students— Rs 500/- , Graduates—Rs 2000/- - family—
Rs 4000/- (Rs 500/-per child above 10 years of age)
For registrations and other details please contact the
Registrar, Br. Obulesu - 9866078071

Mr. P. Vikram Vardhan, Chairman
Mr. J Paul Samuel, Communications Wing
Mr. M. Naganna, Co-ordinator
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs.11 Lacs.
Aug-23
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 8,06,692.00 |Field Staff Salary 3,87,300.62
Staff Support 15,000.00 [Field Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 1,76,764.00
Office Staff Salaries 60,673.78
Office Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 28,719.00
Missionary Upholders Trust (Payable) 3,200.00
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
Jharkhand State Support 8,000.00
Panjab State Support 10,000.00
Gratuity Fund 17,126.00
Subsidy to VV 10,000.00
Staff Health Insurance 27,373.00
Repairs &Maintenance 22,850.52
Staff Welfare 25,685.08
Total 8,21,692.00 |Total 8,21,692.00
OTHER FUNDS
RECEIPTS | Rs. [ PAYMENTS [ Rs.
UESI (Support from EGF's) | 2,04,400.00 [UESI [ 2,04,400.00
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