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nxiety is the word we can use to

describe the world in which we
are living. Students are not exempt
from anxiety. Many students are living
away from their homes, some for the
first time and they have less access
to support from family and friends.
Along with freedom and indepen-
dence, they face greater stress from a
variety of sources. Adjusting to a new
environment, academic pressures,
unwanted and unhealthy relationships,
uninterrupted access to the internet
and online games, and the chances of
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getting addicted to drugs and alcohol
are some of the factors that are leading
them to fearful stress and anxiety.
One survey says that, on average,
26 students commit suicide in 24
hours. The number has gone up now.
A few years ago, it was one student
per hour, and now it is showing an
increased trend. A few reasons that
are forcing them to end their lives
abruptly are that they are struggling to
find meaning for their lives in spite of
their education and excellency; inner
emptiness and dissatisfaction in spite



of enjoying life; and the other reason is
depression, as students are unable to
handle themselves if someone rejects
them. In a nutshell, we can say that
students are anxious and are under a
canopy of thick darkness.

Nevertheless, there is no more
gloom for those who

sues, and challenges. Colleges also
assign mentors to each student to help
them in their academics. Agood coach
or mentor is key to a player’s good per-
formance in any sport. Jesus is called
the wonderful counsellor. The child
who is going to be born in Bethlehem

will be a source of com-

were in distress; the Cb"*ﬁ? fort to millions. During
people walking in dark- He will be called o his earthly ministry, Je-
ness have seen a great W”é“z Counsellor, sus counselled people
light, and for those liv- M“a Ggod, with various challenges.
ing in the land of the /.evm&mm Father, | He counselled young

shadow of death, a light
has dawned (Isaiah 9:1,
2v). Thisis the prophecy
made by the prophet
Isaiah in 700 B.C. about the birth of
Jesus, who is going to be the light of
the world and who is going to come
into the dark world. He goes on to say,
“For to us a child is born, to us a son
is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders, and he will be called
a wonderful counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” .

We wonder what kind of child he
is. We understand that there are four
facets to this child. We will examine
them one by one.

Firstly, he is called the wonderful
counsellor. Each one of us needs a
counsellor at some point in time. A
humble person seeks
the help of a good
counsellor. May it be
for higher studies, visa
processing, health is-
sues, overcoming de-
pression, premarital
and post marital is-

people, old people,
rich people, educated
people, the uneducated,
kings, religious leaders,
families, and many more. He had a
solution to all the problems of life. He
never read a book to make himself
equipped, but he counselled people
with ease and compassion.
Secondly, He is called the Mighty
God. The child in
human form and like- a
ness is God incarnate.
What a paradox! The N* (%
mighty God, who is | i
the king of kings and /
Lord of Lords and who _,4
created the entire uni-
verse, is in a small
manger. All our efforts to reach out to
God have failed us, and we are left
to die and perish. But God thought
about us and took human nature upon
himself, and he was born as a sinless
child through the virgin Mary. He grew
and did mighty things, which only God
can do. He healed the sick, drove away
the demons, rebuked the winds and
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waves, released people from bonds,
raised people from the dead, forgiven
people from their sins, died in our place
for our sins as a substitute, and rose
from the dead on the third day.
Thirdly, He is called the Everlasting
Father. We know the value of a father.
A father loves his
__ children, protects
" them from all harm,
1 provides for all their
needs, and cares
for his family. Some
of us have tasted
the love of our fa-
“= thers, some may
not, and some may not have seen our
fathers due to their early deaths. Butno
father can be with us forever. Interest-
ingly, Jesus is called the Everlasting
Father. He will be with us forever as
a loving father, a protecting father, a
caring father, and a providing father.
The child grew up to become a lov-
ing father. People have found shelter
under His wings as He cares for them.
Finally, He is called the Prince of
Peace. Now a days, peace is a rare

commodity. Our world is full of broken
relations. Nations are at war against
nations, people are against people,
and even in families, we see broken
relations. We generally think about
wars outside and forget about wars
within us. We are at war with ourselves.
Between knowing good and doing
good, we are unable to do the good we
are supposed to do and are not able
to resist ourselves
from doing the evil
we are not supposed
to do. But Jesus, the
prince of peace, has
destroyed the barriers
of hatred. Jesus also
destroyed the barrier
of sin between God
and man. Jesus can fill our hearts
with peace that surpasses all under-
standing.

Truly, the child given to us is a
wonderful counsellor, mighty God,
everlasting father, and prince of peace.
What an amazing child...

- Gaddam Sudhir Kumar,
Secretary, OPEC & BDC
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Nouns

Nouns are divided into common  hotel stadium

nouns and proper nouns. house supermarket

Common nouns are words for people,  island temple

animals, places, or things. mall z00

Common nouns for people: Common nouns for things:

actor lawyer bag kite

aunt judge box ladder

baby man bread Ia_mp

baker nurse can picture

cook police officer chair radio

dentist singer cot television

doctor soldier cup train

giant teacher desk truck

Common nouns for animals: door watch

cat goose egg window

cow hen Exercise 1

dog horse Underline the common nouns in

dolphin mouse these sentences.

duck parrot 1.There’s a little bird in the garden.

fish shark 2. Who is your teacher?

goat whale 3. Don't eat that rotten apple.

Common nouns for places: 4. Kate has a lovely doll.

airport market 5. | like reading stories.

cave mountain 6. My father is a doctor.

church playground 7. Every child has a dictionary.

farm restaurant 8. Rudy hates bananas.

hill school 9. The phone is ringing.

hospital seashore 10. Here’s a book for you.
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Kumuram Bheem Asifabad

General Information

Student Population (Approx.): 12.500

Colleges

Junior colleges 132
Degree colleges  : 07
B.Ed colleges 02
D.Ed. college : 01
Medical college 01
Other colleges 02

EU students 104
Families 101
Single Men 01

A brief introduction to Asifabad

Asifabad is a district known for for-
ests, ghats, and small water falls. It is
a border district of Telangana adjacent
to Maharashtra. The literacy rate is low
in numbers. The district headquarters
is @ major Gram Panchayat. Asifabad,
Kaghaznagar, and Koutala areas are
towns. The remaining areas are rural
areas. Most of the people are from tribal
groups. There are 15 mandals in the dis-
trict.

Addressing Challenges

1. A majority of students have the habit
of chewing tobacco in various forms
(Gutka, Tambak, Karra, Amber, etc.).

2. Some students follow superstition be-
liefs.

Kumuram Bheem Tribal Museum

Praising Points
1. God's faithfulness in the ministry
2. For regular BBS at Bendara.

Prayer Points

1. For district ministry.

2. For regular EGF and Bible study

3. God may open doors in all mandals
(15), mainly in Asifabad, Kaghaznagar,
and Koutala.

4. Local graduates may be added to the
ministry.

5. Local students may be added to the
ministry.

6 For Christmas programs.

- Praveen Babu, District Incharge

S Sewid | Baowb 2023
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Is Scientism Ultimate Real?

e're living in a world dominated

by postmodern scientific
technology and artificial intelligence,
which have been heavily influenced
by postmodern, post-human, and
trans-human ideas. This scientific
knowledge is all about the collection
of reliable new information about the
physical world through data collection,
experimentation, and analysis.
Scientific knowledge is important
because it helps us understand
ourselves and the world, we live in.
It not only improves many aspects of
our lives but also mitigates threats to
our survival.

We already know that scientific
knowledge is gained by collecting
data through research and analysis.
Scientists repeat experiments and
procedures in different conditions to
make sure the results are solid. But
here’s the thing: technology has totally
changed our view of the physical
world and the universe in the past
few decades.

Scientific knowledge is made up of
three types: explicit knowledge, implicit

knowledge, and tacit knowledge.
Explicit knowledge is straightforward
and can be easily shared between
people. It's like data that can be
processed, stored, organized, and
understood. Implicit knowledge, on
the other hand, is gained through
everyday activities. And then there’s
tacit knowledge, which is all about
the stuff that’s inside people’s heads.
It comes from experience on the job
and can be hard to put into words.

Many people rely on scientific
technology, believing that scientism
is the ultimate reality and truth. In this
piece, | aim to explain the definitions
and limitations of science and
scientism, as well as the contradictions
between the two.
Science

Science is basically the study of
nature and the behaviour of natural
things, as well as the knowledge
obtained through this study. It
involves observation, identification,
experimental investigation, description,
and theoretical explanation of natural
phenomena. In simpler terms, science

Dol 3ot | BRomb 2023




is a systematic study of the physical
and natural world through observation,
experimentation, and testing theories
against evidence.

Scientists are motivated by the
thrill of discovering or figuring out
something new that no one has seen
before. The knowledge generated
by science is powerful and reliable
to a certain extent. It can be used
to develop new technologies, treat
diseases, and solve various problems.
Science continuously refines and
expands our understanding of the
universe, leading to new questions
for future investigations.
Itis an ongoing process
in which people from
all over the world
participate.

However, it’'s
important to note that
science is limited to the
study of the physical
and material worlds
within our universe. It does not venture
beyond this realm. So, is science
limited or unlimited?

Scientism

Scientism is the belief that science
and its methods are the best and
only way to render the truth about the
world and its reality. It asserts that
science is the best way to understand
everything.

It is an epistemological view that
holds science as the only avenue
of knowledge. According to this
perspective, only what can be
scientifically proven or verified is
considered true. However, science is
limited to studying the natural world,
so how can it definitively prove that

—ﬂ &owb 2023] Aog et

there is nothing beyond the natural
world? There are various aspects
and issues that lie beyond the scope
of science, such as mathematical
and logical values, metaphysical
concepts, ethical issues, and aesthetic
matters.
Let's see the limitations of science
and scientism:
1) Limited in providing values: While
the law states that it is wrong to kill
a person, it does not deem it wrong
to kill and consume chicken. How
can scientists give value to human
life? This question highlights the

inability of science to address moral
and ethical dilemmas.

2) Azoologist might perceive humans
as one of the most recent outcomes
of the evolutionary process on
Earth. But why should the most
recent product be considered the
most highly valued? This raises the
question of whether the concept of
value can be solely determined by
scientific principles.

3) Social scientists may argue that
murder is “wrong” because it
destabilizes and disrupts society.
But why should it be considered
‘good” to have a stable society?
This inquiry challenges the notion
that science can provide a definitive



answer to questions of morality and
societal norms.

4) The majority of moral philosophers
would agree that scientific questions
of value have to be decided on other
grounds.

5) As they say, intelligence, or the
meaningfulness of life, brings us to
the other major limitation of science.
It can’t answer questions such as
“What is life all about? Is there any
meaning to it at all?” As Professor
J.B.S. Haldane wrote, “If my mental
process is determined wholly by the
atoms in my brain, | have no reason
to suppose that my beliefs are true.
They may sound chemically, but that
does not make them sound logically.
And hence, | have no reason to
suppose that my brain is composed
of atoms. In order to escape from
this necessity of sawing away the
branch on which | am sitting, | am
compelled to believe that the mind
is not wholly conditioned by matter.”

6) Logic and reasoning, which are
fundamental to the whole scientific
enterprise, can’t be explained or
proved reliably by science itself.
Their values have to be assumed
by scientists, but on what grounds?

Conclusion
Science does not pass moral or

aestheticjudgments, nor does it provide

supernatural explanations. Its focus is
on studying the natural world, which
encompasses everything from atoms
and plants to ecosystems, people,
societies, and galaxies. Science
examines the natural processes at
work in these entities. However, it
cannot study supernatural phenomena
or explanations. For instance, the

concept of a supernatural afterlife falls
outside the realm of science because it
operates beyond the natural laws that
govern our world.

This contrast between science
and the supernatural leads to a
contradiction between science and
scientism. While science is limited to
studying the natural world, God alone
represents the ultimate reality and
truth. Our Lord Jesus Christ embodies
truth (Jn 14:6), omniscience (Jn 1:14),
omnipotence (Jn 1:3-4), and omni
presence (Prov15:3). He transcends
and is immanent in our lives (Mt 1:23,
Ex 33:20).

As Prof. John Lennox aptly puts it
“Of course, | reject atheism because |
believe Christianity too be true. But |
also reject it because | am a scientist.
How could | be impressed with a
worldview that undermines the very
rationality we need to do science?
Science and God mix very well. It is
science and atheism that do not mix.”

Isaac Newton once said, “Gravity
explains the motions of the planets, but
it cannot explain who sets the planets
in motion.” This quote highlights the
limitations of science in providing
ultimate explanations for the origins
and underlying forces of the universe.

Finally, Science is amazing, but it
has its limitations. It can’t answer all
of life’s questions or provide moral
values. It's important to understand
that science and scientism are not the
same. Science helps us understand
the natural world, but there are things
beyond its reach.

- Dr B.Vishal Raja Zacharias
Hyderabad
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RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 8,05,021.00 |Field Staff Salary 4,17,688.62
Staff Support 2,000.00 |Field Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 1,62,731.00
Deficit 53,712.56 |Office Staff Salaries 72,483.78
Office Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 28,040.00
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
Jharkhand State Support 8,000.00
Panjab State Support 10,000.00
Gratuity Fund 19,296.00
Subsidy to VV 10,000.00
Children Education Allowance Phase -1 36,000.00
Repairs & Maintenance 52,494.16
Total 8,60,733.56 |Total 8,60,733.56
OTHER FUNDS
RECEIPTS [ Rs. [ PAYMENTS [ Rs.
UESI (Support from EGF's) [ 2,33,000.00 [UEsI [ 2,33,000.00
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