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Through personal connections

Did you know that God created us
in His own image? It's true! In
the book of Genesis, it says that God
made us in His image and breathed
life into us (Gen 1:27). But what does
it mean to be made in God’s image?
And what kind of relationship does
God want to have with us?

We know that God is made up of
three parts: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. This is called the Trin-
ity. We are also made up of three
parts: our soul, our spirit, and our
body. These three parts of us imitate
God's nature of love that exists be-
tween the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit (2 Cor 13:14).

God really wants to have a relation-
ship with us. It says that God used to
talk to Adam every day during the cool
hours of the day (Gen 3:8). How awe-
some is that? God wanted to spend

—i ©Fab 2023 | Qo Sweid
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time with Adam. And you know what?
God wants to do the same with each
and every one of us. He wants to
have a special relationship with you!

To emulate God’s ways, let us try to
understand His relationships with dif-
ferent people.
1.God’s relationship with Zacchae-
us

When Jesus arrived at a certain
place, He looked up and saw Zac-
chaeus. Even though there were
many people around Him, Jesus’ fo-
cus was on Zacchaeus. He called out
to him and asked him to come down
quickly because Jesus wanted to stay
at his house that day (Lk 19:5).

Zacchaeus was considered a sin-
ner by the people around him, so
they were surprised and maybe even
upset that Jesus wanted to spend
time with him. But Jesus had a dif-



God.

Sometimes, we think that certain people
will never accept the good news about

ferent plan. He told Zacchaeus that
salvation had come to his house that
day because he, too, was a son of
Abraham (9v).

Even though Zacchaeus was not
well liked by others, God offered him
an incredible gift, i.e., salvation. This
gift was so amazing that it was hard
to putinto words. God not only offered
salvation to Zacchaeus but also to his
entire family.

2.God’s relationship with the Sa-
maritan woman

When Jesus’ disciples saw Him
talking to a Samaritan woman, they
were really surprised (Jn 4:27). You
see, Samaritans and Jews didn’t usu-
ally talk to each other because they
didn’'t get along. But Jesus wanted
to save her and help this woman un-
derstand something important about
God, so He exposed her sinful life and
showed her that He was more than
just a prophet (Jn 4:18-19, 25-26).

In Matthew 16:20, Jesus told his
disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Christ. He wanted to keep his
true identity a secret. He knew that
the time would come when everyone
would know, but for now. But Jesus

revealed himself as the Messiah to
her, even though he had kept it a se-
cret. This special relationship brought
the sinful woman close to Him and
the whole village found out that Jesus
was the Messiah and wanted to be
saved too!

3.God’s focus on Jethro

God brought in Moses to explain
His great works performed while
bringing Israelites from Egypt to Ca-
naan through Moses to Jethro, who
was a priest of the Midian gods (Exo-
dus 18:1).

After listening to Moses, Jethro was
completely convinced that the God
Moses was talking about, Yahweh,
was greater than all the other gods he
knew (11v). Jethro was so amazed by
God’s greatness that he offered burnt
offerings and sacrifices to Yahweh
(12v).

Sometimes, we think that certain
people will never accept the good
news about God. Our God is differ-
ent. He loves and accepts everyone,
no matter who they are or what they
believe in. Jethro is a perfect example
of this. Even though he was a priest of
other gods, God still showed him His
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amazing works, and Jethro’s heart
was changed.

So, never judge or avoid someone
just because you think they won't ac-
cept the gospel. God's love is for ev-
eryone, and He can change anyone’s
heart, just like He did with Jethro.

4. God’s supernatural promise to
Peter

Supernatural powers are abilities
that go beyond what is considered
normal or natural. They are extraor-
dinary and can't be explained by
science or the laws of nature. These
powers come from a higher source,
like God or divine beings.

Here are a few examples of super-
natural powers:

+ Healing the sick

* Performing miracles

+ Controlling the elements (like calm-
ing a storm)

+ Knowing things that others don't

(like reading minds)

+ Having power over life and death

In Matthew 16:18-19, Jesus prom-
ised Peter supernatural powers. He
said, “And | tell you that you are Pe-
ter, and on this rock, I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will
not overcome it. | will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven; what-
ever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.”

Jesus was giving Peter the author-
ity to spread the gospel and make
decisions on behalf of the church. Pe-
ter would have the power to bind and
loose things on earth and in heaven.
This meant that Peter had the abil-
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ity to make important decisions and
have control over both the earthly and
heavenly realms.

Jesus had supernatural powers
that went beyond what was possible
on Earth. He used these powers to
spread the gospel and make personal
connections with people. Peter was
also given supernatural powers by
Jesus, which gave him authority over
the earthly and heavenly realms. It's
incredible to think about the impact
these supernatural powers had on
the world and how they continue to
inspire and guide people today.
5.God’s friendly relationship with
Abraham

Have you ever wondered how God
spreads His message to people? One
way He does it is through personal
connections. Let’s take a look at how
God trusted Abraham and shared His
plans with him!

God had so much trust in Abraham
that He didn’t keep anything hidden
from him. In fact, He even shared His
plans to judge the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah with Abraham! (Genesis
18:20-21).

God’s relationship with Abraham
shows us that personal connections
are important in spreading the gospel.
When we have strong relationships
with others, we can share God's mes-
sage with them more effectively.

Just like God trusted Abraham,
we need to build trust with the peo-
ple around us. When we show love,
kindness, and honesty, others will be
more open to hearing about God’s
love for them.



Abraham was not only a messen-
ger but also a friend of God. Similarly,
we can be friends with those around
us and show them God's love through
our actions and words.

God spreads His message through
personal connections, just like He did
with Abraham. By building trust, be-
ing friends, and sharing God’s love,
we can spread the gospel to those
around us.

6.God’s Relationship with Noah

When God had a big plan to de-
stroy all the living creatures on earth,
He wanted to give Noah a heads-up.
God personally spoke to Noah and
told him about His plan.

You might be wondering why God
chose Noah to deliver this important
message. Noah was a righteous man
who followed God's ways. He had a
strong connection with God and was
faithful. God knew that Noah would
listen and take action, so He chose
him to be the messenger.

After God told Noah about the
upcoming flood, He also gave him
instructions on how to save himself,
his family, and a pair of every animal.
God told Noah to build a huge boat
called an ark. It was a massive proj-
ect, but Noah trusted God and started
building it. He worked hard for many
years to complete the ark, and people
probably thought he was crazy. But
Noah knew that God’s plan was real,
and he followed through.

Just like He chose Noah to deliver
His plan, God often uses people to
share His message with others. He
wants us to connect with one another

and spread His love and teachings.
God wants us to share His word with
our friends, family, and even strang-
ers. When we have a personal con-
nection with someone, it's easier to
talk about our faith and what God
means to us. We can tell them about
the amazing things God has done in
our lives and how He can bring hope
and joy to theirs too.

7. God’s personal contacts for sal-
vation

All these examples show that God’s
personal contacts with people are
meant to save them. He wants to es-
tablish a relationship with us and bring
salvation. In the case of Zacchaeus,
his salvation led to the salvation of his
whole family. The Samaritan woman’s
encounter with Jesus led to the sal-
vation of her entire village. Jethro’s
relationship with God brought him
and his people closer to salvation.
God’s personal contacts with Abra-
ham and Noah also had significant
impacts.

Following God’s example and great
commission (Mt 28:19-20), we are
called to spread the gospel by estab-
lishing personal contacts with people
in our extended families, neighbour-
hoods, and workplaces. While walk-
ing in the footsteps of God, me and
my family tried to maintain personal
contacts with extended family mem-
bers, servant maids, neighbours in
our residential area, colleagues in our
working places, and students.

- Prof (Dr) CH Satyanarayana,
Hyderabad
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elationships are super important!

They are like the building blocks of
human connection and they have a big
impact on our lives. Whether it's family,
friends, or anyone who loves us, trust,
respect, encouragement, and security
are key in relationships. However, per-
sonal holiness is crucial for maintaining
healthy relationships.
The meaning of ‘holiness’
The original meaning of holiness is “the
state of proper functioning”. Being holy
means being set apart from sin and
it's influence on the proper function-
ing of our being.

It also means living an exemplary life
with moral purity. Holiness is not just
about avoiding sin but actively doing
what is right. God is holy with absolute
holiness, and He always expects holi-
ness from us.

Examples of holiness in the Bible

* 1 Peter 2:9 - Our position in Christ
automatically sets us apart from the
world

* Philip 4.8 - Live according to godly
standards. Be holy in your thought life.

| Peter 1:15, 16 - Reflect God in our
relationships and be different from our
fallen nature
* | Timothy 4:12 - God expects holiness
in all walks of life
+ |l Corinthians 7:1 - Cleanse ourselves
from every defilement, bringing holi-
ness to completion in the fear of God
As R.C. Sproul says, “God is eter-
nally holy, man is eternally sinful.” So,
to become holy, we need to have a
right relationship with God by believing
in Jesus Christ as our Savior. Pursuing
holiness without faith in Jesus is in vain.
We must live a set-apart life, not trying to
blend in with the world but instead living
according to God’s Word. Being God-
conscious, strong in God’s Word, and
having a strong prayer life are important
aspects of holiness.
The importance of healthy relation-
ships
What do you want most out of life?
Healthy relationships! The Bible ranks
healthy relationships as the most impor-
tant thing in life. Jesus even said that the
greatest commandment is to love God
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and others. Healthy relationships make

life enjoyable and fulfilling.

Why do healthy relationships matter?

+ Evenifyourhealth isn’t the best, if you
have loving relationships, you can still
enjoy life.

* You can have lots of money, but if your
relationships are broken or shallow,
your life will feel empty.

+ Apoor person with a loving family and
good friends is far richer than a rich
person who lacks meaningful relation-
ships.

The meaning of ‘relationships’

When we talk about relationships, it
can mean different things to different
people. Personal relationships refer
to close connections between people,
formed by emotional bonds and inter-
actions. We are not complete without
relationships.

The basis of relationships
The whole Bible is fundamentally

about relationships. Our God is a rela-

tional God, existing eternally in relation-
ship with Himself as the Trinity. He sent

Jesus Christ to restore the relationship

between God and humanity. The basis

of all relationships is reconciliation made
possible through the cross.

So, remember, personal holiness and
healthy relationships go hand in hand. By
pursuing holiness and nurturing healthy
relationships, we can experience a fulfill-
ing and meaningful life.

Types of relationships

1. Between parents and family mem-

bers (Gen 43:7, 27-33)

When Joseph saw his brothers some
13 years later, he was a bit harsh at

—H o0k 2023 | A0 Seaid
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first, but we can see that he learned
about the well-being of his father and his
brother, as well as the well-being of his
relatives. Due to this, we can see a lov-
ing and affectionate family relationship
in life. In Genesis 43:30, when Joseph
remembered his brothers who came to
him as the prime minister of Egypt, Jo-
seph’s love for his brother came to him,
so he hurriedly looked for a place to cry
and went into the inner room and cried
there.
2. Among friends (I Sam 18; Il Sam 9)
Afriendly relationship between friends
can be seen between David and Jona-
than. Jonathan’s heart joined David's
heart; Jonathan considered David his
best friend and loved him. Jonathan
considered David his best friend, loved
him and made a covenant with him.
And Jonathan took off his blanket, his
sword, his bow and his belt and gave
them to David. Even though Jonathan's
father, Saul, looked down on David,
Jonathan was very fond of David. Saul
tried to kill David several times, but
each time Jonathan spared David.
When Jonathan knew that his father
was planning to kill David, he got up
from the table and because he had
insulted his friend David, he did not eat
the meal on the day after the new moon.
Because of the friendship between the
two of them, even after Jonathan’s
death, David really showed kindness to
Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son, for Jona-
than’s sake, and his father Saul gave him
all the land again. And Mephibosheth
was always eating at the king'’s
table.



3. Among fellow believers (Dan 2:17,
18)

We can see the good relationship
between Daniel and his fellow believ-
ers. Daniel begged the king to give
him time to tell Nebuchadnezzar the
dream and the meaning of the dream.
Then Daniel went to his house and told his
fellow believers, Hananiah, Mishaelun,
and Azariah, and warned them that he
would not perish with his friends and the
wise men in Babylon, so that he would
beg God in heaven for insight into the
secret of the dream. It can be seen that
Daniel sought the prayerful cooperation
of his fellow believers in the midst of difficult
circumstances.

4, Among students and graduates
(Acts 9:27)

The Apostle Paul spent some days
with his disciples in Damascus after
his conversion. After many days, the
Jews wanted to kill him. He came to
Jerusalem and tried to join the disciples,
but everyone was afraid of him, believ-
ing that he was a disciple. But Barnabas
brought him to the apostles and told
them in detail that he had seen the
Lord at Troas, that the Lord had spoken
to him, and that he had boldly preached
in Damascus in the name of Jesus. Here
we see Barnabas taking the initiative as
agraduate and introducing Paul, a newly
saved student, to his fellow believers and
the congregation.
5.Among committee members (Neh
5:15)

In the EU or the EGF committees,
it is crucial for committee members

to treat each other with respect. This
means being humble and having good
relationships with one another. We
should not judge whose responsibili-
ties are more or less important, and we
should avoid any sneaky behaviour.
Let's remember that we are doing God's
work and strive to be faithful, just like
Nehemiah.

6. Among Men and Women (Il Cor
6:14)

It is important for both men and
women to treat each other with respect
and sobriety. While cultural values may
vary, biblical values remain the same.
We should treat young men as brothers,
older women as mothers, and young
women as sisters. This means behaving
with the utmost chastity when interacting
with the opposite gender. By following
these principles, we can build healthy
relationships with one another, just like
the UESI teaches us.

The 3-3-3 Principle

The 3-3-3 principle is a helpful guide-
line for maintaining appropriate boundar-
ies in our relationships:

* Only three minutes to speak.
* Speak in third person.
* Talk at a distance of three feet.

By following this principle, we can fos-
ter healthy and respectful relationships
with one another.

(To be continued in the next issue)

- Triveni Srinu,
Ramantapur Zone, Hyderabad
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ADOPTED STATES

Bihar EGF

Praising Points

* The new EBS started at Magadha
University.

Sl (@58 BorroriE B @BTRS
SHP 238AK0HE KL8otod.

228 8)@565@3 FesBiH5en, BAAHR,
AHWoJ 00 Difoged e, @C(széoe‘om
23800058, Wcﬁoéo'goe% eﬁséﬁéméo,
Benoasin, DOEEH BR) D&
Jew @’goiﬁo&.

HBL3A8: 3)(;536{3@ Benoeren, w@eg(%aéﬁ‘\),
BHA HBed eoeg Bosok.

Biigebrr HHDHR. BAADHS, chodRen
23800056, Smegégoa K085 eSS
Demse SeoHen, @é&cﬁo QiHBe, T5ES
(esmen, S8 K)gaoés S°oéJ°§), 20AS
((reogahey 366, Darien, DA HEFoH
DY DS @86 BB, (PEgoes
@fg&)ag)% @gé SdTeen é@aéé@m, en
BeoHen, TOE (e, BPE SETe, (@656
3R, 89 35iye o8’ mye TEH @goisol.

Loeardsns 82cHS

828 & -egies

HiardSKG: S, 8 Sode o
&5 5°-wRwg)

BoseerdInG: S, 2.8.856 HIrd
oS S, B ooEn HErE

$3%8; B3R, ererd

&R&E vom§

KB BEmS: S, BG)

Tochea Bt HIR. D

5 oS @B8S

BoerdInG: Hwe. 8. 856 HrE

Hodeaarsdins: oesH 5508, ard),
E% 20A5 sRen, Bﬁ)?ge)g BDS Qé%,
((rEgcHeS 50T, Domgdhe TEHK
o QBoUod.

ad FBxvd S)Cb'fgdgoéo FStes,
@§£ea5€3‘5 28D SRS 6@%&5 885
@goiﬁo&.

* NER conducted a student’s retreat
at Araria. 33 attended.

* Got new student contacts at IlIIT
Bhagalpur and Polytechnic Col-
lege, Katihar.
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~ | * An evangelistic camp was conduct-

ed at Duncan Nursing College. 28
people attended.

* An evangelistic retreat was con-
ducted at Madhubani. 32 people
attended.

Prayer Points

* A regional DTC and conference in
all four regions.

* A whole-night prayer planned by
Gaya EGF

* Evangelistic retreat at Bhabua.

+ South West Region and Patna
Region combined regional confer-
ence, November 18-20.

* To have regular EGF at Sonali and
Madhepura.

» Effective functioning of all ICEU and
EGF committees

* A suitable place to buy for the Bihar
EGF office

Jharkhand

Praising Points

* An evangelistic one-day retreat was
held in Dumka in August.

* An evangelistic one-day retreat was
held in Pakur in August.

* A freshener welcome retreat was
held in Dhanbad in August.

* The mission retreat was held in
Dumka in August.

+ State student cell orientation was
done in August.

* Ranchi EC CMP is going to be held
in August 30-2nd October.

+ ISM DHANBAD ICEU freshers wel-
come observed on August 30.
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs.11 Lacs.
Sep-23
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 8,69,823.00 [Field Staff Salary 3,80,050.62
Staff Support 8,000.00 [Field Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 1,45,821.00
Office Staff Salaries 60,673.78
Office Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 27,337.00
Missionary Upholders Trust (Payable) 3,200.00
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
Jharkhand State Support 8,000.00
Panjab State Support 10,000.00
Gratuity Fund 17,126.00
Subsidy to VV. 10,000.00
Audit fee 8,500.00
Repairs &Maintenance 48,269.12
Staff Welfare 1,14,845.48
Total 8,77,823.00 |Total 8,717,828.00
OTHER FUNDS
RECEIPTS | Rs. | PAYMENTS | Rs.
UESI (Support from EGF's) | 2,48,580.00 [UEST [ 2,48,580.00
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