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Inspiration

The Life and Ministry

Hai Anna and Akka. We are deeply
grateful for your willingness to share
your journey of faith with us. Your
home in Kazipet has become a bea-
con of God's love, a place where
many have experienced His grace.
Could you begin by sharing how your
relationship with the Lord first blos-
somed?
Amar and Olivia: Sure
VV: Anna, let's begin with your
own walk with the Lord. Can
you share your initial encounter
with Jesus?
Amar Dev Prasad: My journey with
Jesus Christ began in 1966, when |
accepted Him as my personal Sav-
iour and Lord during a youth camp or-
ganized by the India Mission Church
even before | was introduced to UESI.
This camp was led by Bro. G. John.
Unfortunately, | backslid from my
faith for about four years. However,
God's mercy and love are boundless.
In another youth camp conducted
by India Mission at Cherial near
Jangaon, | was revived, and my heart
was rekindled with a renewed pas-
sion for my faith. This played a pivotal
role in strengthening my foundation in
Christ.
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VV: How did your faith continue to
blossom and grow in knowledge?
Amar Dev Prasad: Between 1970
and 1971, | had the privilege of at-
tending Group Bible Study (GBS) led
by Mr. Michael Pratap Singh, an as-
sistant professor at NIT (then REC).
| also benefited greatly from the
teachings of Bro. Bob Crow during a
couple of one-day retreats organized
by EU Warangal. Subsequently, |
moved to Hyderabad, where | contin-
ued my spiritual journey by attending
EU meetings at George’s Grammar
School from 1971 to 1974 while pur-
suing my B.Sc.

VV: You've been deeply involved in
the EU ministry. Could you tell us
more about that experience?
Amar Dev Prasad: After graduating,
| returned to Warangal and became



actively involved in the EU ministry. |
was very much strengthened by the
Bible studies conducted by Uncle G.
Deva Paul, a professor at NIT. Since
1974, I've dedicated myself to the EU
ministry, serving in various capacities
at both the local and state levels.

VV: What specifically drew you to
the EU’s approach to Bible study?
Amar Dev Prasad: One aspect that
profoundly impressed me was the
faithful and straightforward exposi-
tion of Scriptures. The teaching was
devoid of unnecessary narratives or
embellishments, focusing purely on
God's Word. This simplicity and clar-
ity struck a chord within me.

VV: Through the years, you have
faced challenges. How has your
faith endured, and how have you
maintained your testimony?

Amar Dev Prasad: The Lord, in His
boundless grace, has enabled me to
persevere in this ministry until today.
While | acknowledge that my efforts
are not always powerful or impact-
ful, 1 have consistently endeavored
to stand firm in my faith, particularly
during challenging times in my profes-
sional life. | believe | have upheld my
testimony to God'’s glory.

Moreover, | have striven to balance
my responsibilities towards my par-
ents and my beloved wife, Olivia, and |
am grateful for her continued support.
As a family, we have stood strong for

the Lord through the stress and strain
of married life. We've witnessed the
Lord's faithfulness in various aspects
of our lives, including professional,
social, and familial spheres.

VV: What message would you im-
part to the younger generation,
particularly concerning their spiri-
tual growth?

Amar Dev Prasad: To the younger
generation, | urge them to cultivate
a deep relationship with the Lord
through consistent prayer and a dili-
gent study of God’s Word. Itis impera-
tive to apply these divine teachings to
every aspect of daily life—personal,
family, social, and professional. This
will lead to a fulfilling and meaningful
existence guided by God’s righteous
principles.

VV: Akka, you were raised in a
Christian home. How did that envi-
ronment shape your faith journey?
Olivia Benjamin: | was born and
raised in a family of believing parents.
My childhood was nurtured by regular
Bible reading and the teachings of my
parents and God’s faithful servants.
Attending a Christian mission school
laid a strong spiritual foundation.
While | had this Christian upbringing,
| didn’t initially surrender my heart to
Jesus personally.

VV: Could you share the moment
when you accepted Jesus as your
Savior and Lord?
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Olivia Benjamin: It was in 1975,
while alone in my house, that | en-
countered His love through read-
ing the biography of Hudson Taylor,
and | accepted Jesus Christ as my
personal Saviour. Later, during my
third year of B.Sc. Nursing at CMC
Vellore, | committed my life to the
Lordship of my Saviour. From that
point onward, | resolved to stead-
fastly follow the Lord in every aspect
of my life.

VV: How did you become involved
with the Evangelical Graduates
Fellowship (EGF) and, ultimately,
UESI?

Olivia Benjamin: In 1980, | came to
know EGF and started attending their
meetings while completing my intern-
ship at CMC Vellore. | also attended
the Brethren Assembly in Vellore.
After my internship, | moved to Wa-
rangal to fulfill a bond agreement. Mr.
Vincent S. Isaac, a superintendent
engineer and the founder and elder
of the Brethren Assembly in Vellore,
suggested | meet Uncle Dev Paul in
Warangal. Upon arriving in Waran-
gal, | became actively involved in
EGF since 1981. In 1983, | married
Mr. Amar Dev Prasad after seeking
God's will and receiving my parents’
approval.

VV: Can you share how the UESI
has impacted your life?

Olivia Benjamin: UESI has been a
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true blessing, guiding me closer to
God and shaping me into the person |
am today. It's transformed my under-
standing of God’s Word. Through its
teachings, I've learned how to rightly
divide the truth found in the Bible, al-
lowing me to discern and grasp its
profound wisdom.

Moreover, UESI has been instru-
mental in fostering a strong sense of
Christian fellowship. The support, en-
couragement, and sweet bonds I've
forged with fellow believers have been
instrumental in my spiritual growth.
I've also gained a deeper apprecia-
tion for the concept of interdenomi-
national fellowship through UESI. It's
taught me the significance of unity
within the body of Christ, emphasizing
that despite differences in our denom-
inations, we are all united in our love
for our Lord.

And finally, UESI has played a
crucial role in helping me achieve a
healthy balance in my life. It has en-
abled me to effectively manage the
responsibilities of my family, profes-
sional career, and spiritual develop-
ment, showing me how to prioritize
each area in a way that honors God.
VV: You've been actively involved
in ministry for a significant period.
Can you share about that?

Olivia Benjamin: My involvement
with the EGF and ministry in Waran-
gal began in 1981. After getting a gov-



ernment job as a staff nurse in 1983
and later as a nursing tutor in 1984,
| began leading Bible studies for girls
at KUC and KMC in Warangal, as
well as conducting Bible studies for
Kazipet girls when needed. At that
time, there were very few lady gradu-
ates available to lead Bible studies.
VV: You worked in ENFI (Evangeli-
cal Nurses Fellowship of India).
How did that come into the picture?
Olivia Benjamin: In 2010, | felta clear
call from the Lord to dedicate myself
to working with ENFI, which aligned
with my profession as a nurse and
my desire to serve. As a professional
associate of UESI, ENFI provided an-
other avenue for my ministry. It was
a period of balancing both my com-
mitments to EGF and ENFI, which
presented its own set of challenges.
VV: What has been the most re-
warding aspect of your ministry?
Olivia Banjamin: It fills my heart with
joy to see how many of my nursing
students, who attended Bible studies
or retreats, have blossomed into lead-
ers within ENFI. Even today, | encoun-
ter former students from my EU Bible
studies, now married and working
across Telangana and other regions.
They are actively involved in spread-
ing the Gospel, even if not directly
through UESI. It's truly a blessing to
witness their dedication and service
to the Lord.

VV: Your life has undoubtedly pre-
sented various challenges. Can
you tell us about some of the piv-
otal moments that helped shape
your faith?

Olivia Benjamin: From the day |
surrendered my life to Jesus as a
third-year nursing student at CMC
Vellore in 1979, | made a conscious
decision to stand firm in my faith.
Throughout my student years and
professional life, from staff nurse to
district nursing officer, the Holy Spirit
guided me through His Word and
His gentle promptings. | never com-
promised my Christian values, even
when confronted with situations like
bribery or pressure to deviate from
professional ethics and punctual-
ity while interacting with secular
colleagues.

VV: That must have been challeng-
ing in a professional setting. How
did your colleagues react?

Olivia Benjamin: Initially, there were
misunderstandings and even some
mistreatment. However, my col-
leagues eventually came to respect
my stand for righteousness. The
office staff, who initially had reser-
vations, learned to appreciate my
principles. | am profoundly grateful
for the Lord's faithfulness through-
out my 35+ years of government
service, which blessed me beyond
my expectations.
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VV: Your marriage also seems to
have been a significant part of your
journey.

Olivia Benjamin: Yes, my marriage
presented its own set of challenges.
While my parents initially expressed
hesitation, they eventually came to
wholeheartedly support our union.
Embracing my role as a believing
daughter-in-law within a large family
with four sisters-in-law required pa-
tience and understanding. | would like
to explain in one phrase, “The Lord
gave strength not to react to any kind
of challenge/issues.”

VV: How did you manage the natu-
ral differences that arise within a
family?

Olivia Benjamin: Naturally, differing
opinions stemmed from our diverse
backgrounds, including geographical
locations, family traditions, church
background, upbringing, tempera-
ments, and even dietary preferences.
But the Lord helped us to bridge these
gaps, fostering understanding and
forgiveness.

We learned to avoid carrying
grudges into the following day. While
we are not perfect, living by bibli-
cal principles helped us to maintain
unity.

VV: What message would you offer
to the younger generation?

Olivia Benjamin: The present gen-
eration should understand that

—H 80w 2024] Domgg Seatd

1. Attend the EU/EGF fellowship for
spiritual growth or initiate a fellow-
ship wherever you are!

2. Loving and respecting the husband
means loving his family too. Ir-
respective of the differences, hurt
feelings, trust the Lord, pray for
them, respect the laws, and be pa-
tient with his siblings based on the
Biblical principles.

3. Follow the Biblical principles in
every aspect of Christian life. For
this, read the word of God, both
OT and NT. Apply them as per
God’'s command, not as per your
convenience.

4. Be an active lady, whether single
or married, because you are
the crown of your family and
husband.
| am not perfect. | am an outspo-

ken person. | have my own flaws.

But by the help of the Holy Spirit of

God, God’s word, and my husband,

| am able to walk this path of faith.

All glory to our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ.

VV: Thank you both for sharing your

insights and experiences with us.

It is truly inspiring to witness your

commitment to the Lord and His

work. May God bless your family
and ministry.

(Amar Dev Prasad and Olivia

Benjamin serve as a senior gradu-

ate family in Kazipet.)
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