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Understanding

he answer to the question, “Does

God want me to be happy?” is
an absolute yes. Randy Alcorn, in
his book ‘Happiness’, addresses the
misconception that happiness is a
negative, secular word.

This misunderstanding arises for

two primary reasons:

1. Many people believe that joy and
happiness are infinitely different
concepts - where joy is seen as
spiritual and lasting, while hap-
piness is considered worldly and
temporary.

2. There exists a philosophy that the
material world is intrinsically evil,
and therefore, happiness derived
from material things is also consid-
ered evil.

Joy and Happiness: A False

Dichotomy
Joni Erickson Tada, a biblical think-

er and author, provides an insightful

reflection on Psalm 68:3:

“‘May the righteous be glad and re-
joice before God; may they be happy
and joyful.”

In her devotional, she writes:

“We are often taught to be care-
ful of the difference between joy and
happiness. Happiness, it is said, is
an emotion that depends upon what
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“happens”. Joy by contrast, is sup-
posed to be enduring, stemming
deep from within our soul and which
is not affected by the circumstances
surrounding us...l don’t think God had
any such hair-splitting in mind. Scrip-
ture uses the terms interchangeably
along with words like delight, glad-
ness, blessed. There is no scale of
relative scriptural values applied to
any of these. Happiness is not rel-
egated to fleshly minded sinners nor
joy to heaven-bound-saints”.

The Material World: Not Intrinsi-
cally Evil

Another reason happiness is
viewed with suspicion in Christian
circles is the belief that the material
world is evil. However, the Bible does
not teach that material things are in-
herently sinful. It is the human heart
that is sinful beyond cure. When God
created the material universe, He de-
clared it good (Genesis 1:31).

1 Timothy 6:17 reminds us that God
provides everything for our enjoy-
ment:

“...who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy.”

Similarly, Psalm 104 speaks of
God's abundant provision for all living
creatures. Even the material goods
given to Paul by the Philippian church
were described as an aroma pleas-
ing to God. The doctrine of bodily



resurrection and the promise of a
new Earth demonstrate that mate-
rial things are not evil but are part of
God's good creation.

How Can We Be Happy?

If God truly wants us to be happy,
how can we pursue happiness in a
way that aligns with His will? Here are
some biblical principles for pursuing
happiness.

1. Pursue Happiness Through
God'’s Provisions in the Right Way

We must pursue happiness by
making use of God’s provisions in the
appropriate time, place, and method.
Forinstance, | once saw a person suf-
fering from back pain who refused to
use a chair for comfort during a Bible
study. He believed that using the
chair made him seem less spiritual to
others. While this is a small example,
many people hesitate to enjoy God’s
resources in the right way because of
similar misconceptions.

Some people avoid seeking God'’s
blessings in areas like education,
marriage, or career, mistakenly be-
lieving that these are “secular” pur-
suits. However, God provides these
blessings for our happiness. An el-
der once advised me to start praying
for my marriage in accordance with
God's will and timing. Later, dur-
ing a quiet time in Scripture, | came
across the story of Abraham seeking
a wife for Isaac. This led me to pray
more earnestly for a godly marriage.
Through God’s provision, | was able
to marry joyfully and continue to enjoy
the blessings of marriage.

The devil and his worldly system
often lure us into making unwise de-
cisions by tempting us to meet our
needs in the wrong way, at the wrong
time, or with the wrong motives. For

example, someone seeking joy might

turn to drugs (the wrong provision),

engage in premarital sex (the wrong
time), or pursue an extramarital affair

(the wrong place). Scripture, howev-

er, commands us to experience such

pleasures in the right context, such as
sexual intimacy within marriage.

We should pursue the pleasures
of knowledge, godly marriage, and
serving through jobs and ministry in a
manner that honours God.

2. Distinguish Between Needs and

Wants
Leaming to differentiate between

needs and wants is crucial for pursu-

ing happiness. While the Israelites
wandered in the desert, God pro-
vided manna daily. However, those
who didn't trust God’s provision and
hoarded more than they needed
found that the excess spoiled. Simi-
larly, while material blessings meet
our needs, loving them more than

God leads to idolatry. These improper

wants become burdens that steal our

happiness.

Although there is no clear-cut dis-
tinction between needs and wants,
biblical guidance can help us discern
the difference. If something good
leads us away from God or causes
anxiety, it may be an undue want. For
example, food in the right quantity
brings happiness, but overeating can
lead to discomfort and unhappiness.
A simple questionnaire can help us
discern our needs from our wants.
1. Is my want consistent with biblical

values?

2. Will satisfying this need or want
bring glory to God and result in hap-
piness?

3. Could pursuing this need or want
harm myself or others?
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4. Is my desire motivated by trust in

God or a lack of faith?

3. Redeemed Believers Can Enjoy
Happiness More Fully.

Even unregenerate people can en-
joy God's resources to some extent.
They can appreciate the rain, food,
laughter, friendships, and family, as
God's grace extends to all creation.
However, their happiness is limited by
sin. C.S. Lewis writes:

“Those whose happiness is con-
fined to only the gifts of God instead
of Him are like ignorant children who
find enjoyment in making mud pies
because they can’t imagine what is
meant by the offer of a holiday at the
sea.”

In contrast, a believer’s relationship
with God elevates their happiness. As
they draw closer to God, the beauty
of creation becomes brighter. What
was once a “mud pie” is transformed
into a delicious dessert, fully enjoyed
at the celebratory table of God's
goodness.

4. Material Blessings Should Lead
Us to Seek Lasting Happiness in
Christ.

Material blessings serve as a fore-
taste of the deeper, lasting happiness
found in Jesus Christ. Created things
are meant to lead us to delight in God.
The problem arises when we seek
more happiness in creation than in
the Creator.

In Acts, Paul says:

“...We are bringing you good news,
telling you to turn from these worth-
less things to the living God, who
made the heavens and the earth and
the sea and everything in them. Yet he
has not left himself without testimony:
He has shown kindness by giving you
rain from heaven and crops in their
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seasons; he provides you with plenty
of food and fills your hearts with joy.”

God's blessings should inspire us
to seek Him, not just the gifts He pro-
vides. Robert Crofts wrote:

‘Let these earthly pleasures and
felicities excite and encourage us to
thankfulness, to all duties of virtue
and piety, to look higher to their foun-
tain, to God Himself, to Heaven, to
love and enjoy in Him, to contemplate
His infinite goodness, love, beauty,
sweetness, glory, and excellency.”

5. Jesus Christ: The Source of Su-
pernatural Happiness

Jesus Christ is not only the giver
of joy - He is joy itself. His happi-
ness was to please His Father and
make us eternally happy. To this end,
He served, suffered, and sacrificed.
Supernatural joy becomes ours when
we follow His example of serving
others and making them happy.

Paul and Silas, despite being
imprisoned and wounded, sang songs
of joy. This supernatural joy cannot be
explained by science or psychology. It
is a joy reserved for those who imitate
Christ and live to make others happy.
Conclusion

As Christians, we are called to enjoy
natural happiness through God’s
material provisions and supernatural
happiness by becoming like Christ in
serving others. Let us embrace the
joy God has planned for us by using
His provisions in the right way and
drawing closer to Him through His
gifts.

Reference:
‘Happiness’ by Randy Alcorn

- N Ch V Krishnamacharyulu,
Hyderabad



“| General Information

SIDDIPET

ﬁ?’Student population: 70000 (Approx.)

"4 No. of Colleges: 122 (Junior Colleges:

69, Degree Colleges: 29, B.Ed: 2, Poly-
technic: 2, Engineering: 1, Medical: 3,
Other Colleges: 16)

EU Students: Boys: 18, Girls: 8

EGF Families: 8 Single Men: 4,

Single Women: 1

A brief introduction to Siddipet
Siddipet is a regional town and educa-
tional center named after the Siddis, an
African community in India. “Siddhi+Pet”
means market, indicating the historical
presence of the Siddis in the Hyderabad
state. Siddipet, located in Siddipet dis-
trict, is famous for its spiritual attractions,
including ancient temples, mosques, and
churches. Historical monuments like Lal
Kaman and Burj are also found here. The
natural beauty of the region is enhanced
by the Yerra Cheruvu and Komati Cheru-
vu, tributaries of the Manjeera River, that
flow through the area. Siddipet district
is carved out of erstwhile Medak district
and includes parts of Karimnagar and
Warangal districts. The district shares
boundaries with Karimnagar, Sircilla,
Medak, Medchal, Hanmakonda, Yadadri,
Kamareddy, and Jangoan districts. It
comprises 26 mandals and 3 revenue
divisions. Siddipet has a variety of higher
education institutions. Since 2018, it has
its own government medical college,
which was inaugurated in 2023.
Religions in Siddipet
Hinduism: 87.39%; Islam:
Christianity: 0.91%; Jains: 0.01%
Challenges
1. Low number of graduates and families.
2. Lack of visionary students, graduates,
and families.
3. Strong belief systems, superstitions,
and idolatry among students.
4. Adherence to traditions and cultures.
Praising Points
1. For His faithfulness towards the state-
focused district of Siddipet.
2.For His protection and guidance in
the lives of all EU and EGF members
throughout the last academic year
3.For the prayer walks conducted

11.68%;

throughout the Sid-
dipet District.
4.For the camps and {
programs - conduct Fdo Al

ed in Siddipet District, |nclud|ng EC,
DTC, Mini DTC, LTC, and Vision and
!\&/Iission programs, as well as DPC 1

2

5. For the planned Siddipet District Year
plan for the 2024-25 academic year
and the formation of the Siddipet EU &
EGF committees.

Prayer Points

+ For the successful implementation of
the Siddipet District Year Plan 2024-25.

+ For the regularity and effectiveness
of all EU and EGF'’s Bible studies and
MPC’s.

+ For the spiritual growth and academic
excellence of students.

+ For graduates to strike a balance be-
tween ministry, job, and family respon-
sibilities.

¢ For graduates to take ownership of
the ministry and be committed to its
growth.

* Visionary students, graduates, and
families may come to revenue divi-
sions.

+ For the outreach efforts in Dubbaka,
Cheriyal, and Mulugu to be fruitful.

+ For staff, Bro Shiva’s ministry, travel,
health, and future settlement.

* For Staff Bro Srinivas, Sis Usha, and
their daughter, Tessi Sterret. Pray for
their ministry, travel, and health.

+ For a fruitful and impactful ministry this
academic year.

- K.Nagi Reddy, Dlstrict Incharge
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Reach Out

The Current Scenario of LGBTQ+
Studies in India

In India, studies on sexual relation-
ships and the sociology of sexual
orientation have not yet become main-
stream themes for academic research.
Universities and research institutions
generally restrict inquiries related to
sex and any semiological aspects on
their websites. However, societal and
legal developments are slowly opening
up new possibilities for the LGBTQ+
community.

The 2009 Delhi High Court verdict
was a significant turning point as it rec-
ognized an individual’s right to sexual
choice by annulling Section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code. Despite this legal
acknowledgment, societal attitudes
did not shift rapidly. Nevertheless,
discussions around sexual preference
are gaining momentum due to rapid
socio-cultural changes. Urbanization,

—H 0525 2024] doe0 Jeord
®© &

Reaehing out
Community

N

migration, and differences in the sex
ratio are often identified as factors
influencing sexual choice, though no
concrete scientific evidence has been
found linking pathological causes to
sexual preference. There is a pressing
need to study the relationship between
sexual differences and the transitional
nature of Indian society.
Estimating LGBTQ+ Populations

It is challenging to estimate how
many people are engaged in ho-
mosexual activities. It is commonly
assumed that around 3% of men may
engage in same-sex relations at least
once in their lifetime, and globally, it
is estimated that no more than one-
seventh of the male population [1]
has been involved in such activities.
In the U.S., among men aged 15 to
44, approximately 6% have engaged
in oral or anal sex with another man
at some point in their lives [2]. In total,




about 2% to 4% of men are estimated
to be involved in same-sex orientation
in various forms.

Legal Protections and Historical
Context

In India, it is now a crime to com-
ment negatively or speak against the
LGBTQ+ community, especially since
the Supreme Court legalized same-sex
marriages. Historically, certain cultures
and religions have accepted and even
institutionalized same-sex love and re-
lationships [3] [4]. For example, Hindu-
ism does not treat homosexuality as a
sin [6], and in 2009, the Hindu Council
of the UK declared that ‘Hinduism does
not condemn homosexuality’ [7]. Sikh-
ism also does not emphasize sexual
orientation and celebrates diversity
within its established practices. Sikh
wedding ceremonies are non-gender-
specific, allowing for the possibility of
same-sex marriages.

However, many countries and belief
systems criminalize homosexual-
ity, with severe punishments in some
predominant Islamic nations like Ye-
men, Iran, Mauritania, Nigeria, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Somalia,
Sudan and United Arab Emirates
[8]. Major religions such as Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam traditionally
forbid homosexuality, though some
sects (excluding Islam) have begun to
offer partial acceptance to the LGBTQ+
community.

Rejection and Homelessness in the
LGBTQ+ Community

A study in the U.S. found that gay,
bisexual, and other sexual minorities
are more likely to face rejection by
their families. Approximately 40% of

homeless youth in the U.S. identify as

LGBTQ+, highlighting the challenges

they face due to their sexual orienta-

tion [9] [10].

Understanding LGBTQ+: What Does

It Mean?

The LGBTQ+ community encom-
passes a wide range of identities,
including:
¢ Lesbian (L): Women who are sexu-

ally attracted to other women.

* Gay (G): Men who are sexually at-
tracted to other men.

* Bisexual (B): Individuals attracted
to both men and women.

* Transgender (T): Individuals whose
gender identity differs from the sex
assigned at birth.

* Queer/Questioning (Q): An um-
brella term for those who don't fit
into traditional gender or sexuality
norms.

In addition to these, people may

identify with different sexual orien-

tations, such as:

x Heterosexual: Individuals who are
sexually attracted to the opposite
sex, meaning men are attracted
to women and vice versa. These
individuals are often referred to as
straight.

» Pansexual: People who experience
sexual attraction toward individuals
of any gender, including those who
are transgender, trans sexual and
eunuch etc. Pansexual individuals
are attracted to people regardless
of gender identity or sex.

x Asexual: Individuals who experi-
ence little to no sexual attraction
toward others. However, they may
still experience romantic attraction
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or emotional connections, even if

they do not have a desire for sexual

relationships.

What Does the Bible Say About

LGBTQ+ Sexual Orientation?

The Bible condemns all sexual rela-
tions other than heterosexual ones.
God’s design for relationships, as de-
scribed in Genesis 1:26-27, is between
aman and a woman, as seen when He
created Eve for Adam.

Key Bible verses addressing same-

sex relations include:

* God condemns same-sex relations
(Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; Deuter-
onomy 23:1).

+ Homosexuality was one of the sins
contributing to the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis
18:20; 19:4-8).

* In the New Testament, Paul de-
scribes same-sex relations as being
against nature (Romans 1:24-27)
and states that those who practice
such things will not inherit the king-
dom of God (1 Timothy 1:9-10; Jude
1:7).

+ God condemns other sexual practic-
es (besides heterosexual relations),
including altering one’s gender or
sex from what was assigned at birth.
However, while the Bible condemns

same-sex relations, it does not con-

demn LGBTQ+ individuals as people.

God created all humans in His image

and likeness, and Christ died for all,

including the LGBTQ+ community.

How Can We Understand the LG-

BTQ+ Community?

The Bible teaches that all people,
regardless of their sexual orientation,
are made in God’s image and like-
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ness. LGBTQ+ individuals’ sins are

considered no different than other sins

mentioned in Scripture (1 Corinthians

6:8-11). Every mention of LGBTQ+

practices in the Bible is grouped with

other sinful practices that God con-

demns (1 Timothy 1:9-10).

To better understand the LGBTQ+

community, Christians should:

* Pray for an open heart and mind
to listen to the experiences and
struggles of LGBTQ+ individuals.

+ Engage with Christian intellectuals
who offer varying views on LGBTQ+
issues.

* Read both secular and Christian
perspectives on LGBTQ+ topics.

+ Visit organizations that provide
services to the LGBTQ+ community
from a Christian perspective.
Understanding is an ongoing pro-

cess, and we must approach this

community with love, empathy, and
an open heart.

How to Reach Out to the LGBTQ+

Community for Christ
The separation between God and

humanity began with Adam and Eve’s

disobedience (Genesis 3:6-7), and LG-

BTQ+ sexual orientation is a result of

humanity’s fallen nature. When Jesus

was asked about a man born blind,

He responded that neither the man

nor his parents had sinned but that

God's works might be displayed in him

(John 9:1-3). This shows that LGBTQ+

individuals should not be judged for

their orientation but reached with the
message of Christ’s love.

Key principles for reaching the LG-

BTQ+ community include:

« We are not against LGBTQ+ in-



dividuals but rather against their
sexual practices. It's important to
emphasize that Christ died for all,
including the LGBTQ+ community
(John 3:16).

+ Christ corrected people’s practices
and intentions, such as with the
Pharisees and Sadducees, but He
always loved the sinners. He hated
the sin, not the sinner.

+ We must accept and love LGBTQ+
individuals and the community, as
Jesus'’ teachings focus on love, ac-
ceptance, and inclusivity (Matthew
22:37-40; Luke 10:25-37).

¢ In the New Testament, God com-
manded Philip to share the Gospel
with the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts
8:26-39), showing that God'’s love
extends to all, including LGBTQ+
individuals.

+ We can reach the LGBTQ+ com-
munity through unconditional love
and acceptance, just as Christ
demonstrated to us (Romans 5:6, 8).

Conclusion
Whoever accepts Christ as their

Savior, including LGBTQ+ persons,

becomes a child of God’s kingdom

(John 1:12). The Bible acknowledges

diversity in gender and sexuality (Isa-

iah 56:4-5, Galatians 3:28). However,
after accepting Christ, believers are
called to leave behind their old sinful
lives, including any sexual desires or
orientations that contradict Scripture.

Before preaching the Gospel to LG-

BTQ+ individuals, we must accept

them as they are, share what Christ

has done for humanity, and demon-

strate the love of Christ (Mark 12:31).
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- Dr. Sasidhar (Simeon),

Graduate, Varanasi EGF.

He moved to Uttar Pradesh as a Tentmaker
in 2009 from Andhra Pradesh. Currently,
he works as a mathematics teacher in
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. He married La-
vanya in 2015 and they are blessed with
two children, Darshan and Darshika. The
family is actively involved in Varanasi EU
and EGF ministry and Dr. Sasidhar also
serves as the CNC Secretary, UESI - UP.
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THERE IS A FOUNTAIN

1.There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains:
Lose all their guilty stains,
Lose all their guilty stains;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood

Lose all their guilty stains. 4. E'er since by faith | saw the stream

Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till | die:

And shall be till | die,

And shall be till | dig;

Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till | die.

2. The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in His day;
And there have I, though vile as he,
Washed all my sins away:
Washed all my sins away,
Washed all my sins away;
And there have I, though vile as he,

Washed all my sins away. 5. When this poor, lisping, stamm’ring tongue

Lies silent in the grave,

Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
Ill sing Thy pow’r to save:

Ill sing Thy pow’r to save,

Ill sing Thy pow’r to save;

Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
Ill sing Thy pow'r to save

3. Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its pow’,
Till all the ransomed church of God
Are safe, to sin no more:
Are safe, to sin no more,
Are safe, to sin no more;
Till all the ransomed church of God
Are safe, to sin no more. - William Cowper



