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A Report on the Shepherd Cell Conference

The Shepherd Cell Committee 2003-24, along with some elder members, organized
a conference from February 8-10 at the State Study Centre, UESI-TS, in Jangampet.

Conference highlights:

* Insightful talks on financial planning post-retirement
+ Guidance on maintaining relationships in family and m|n|stry

* Post-retirement guidance
+ Stress management in old age

+ Addressing health issues after retirement
The conference was started with a key-
note address by Bro. Amardev Prasad, a
committee member and EGF of Waran- |
gal.

Atotal of 20 delegates attended the event.
All of them reported positive experiences,
both spiritually, mentally, and physically.
Thanks to God, the conference ended with a surplus. The committee and participants
decided to contribute this surplus to the State Office, which was handed over to the
State Secretary, UESI-TS., at the conference.

We extend our gratitude to the state secretary and office staff for their support through-
out the conference.

—i &gy 2024] DT Seatd

- G. Shanthi Kumar,
Secretary, Shepherd Cell, UESI-TS.
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A Report on the Shepherd Cell Conference

The Shepherd Cell Committee 2003-24, along with some elder members, organized
a conference from February 8-10 at the State Study Centre, UESI-TS, in Jangampet.

Conference highlights:

* Insightful talks on financial planning post-retirement
+ Guidance on maintaining relationships in family and ministry

+ Post-retirement guidance

+ Stress management in old age

+ Addressing health issues after
retirement

The conference was started
with a keynote address by Bro. |
Amardev Prasad, a committee |
member and EGF of Warangal.
A total of 20 delegates attended
the event.

All of them reported positive ex-
periences, both spiritually, men-
tally, and physically.

Vuesi p

v\ TELANGANA

Thanks to God, the conference ended with a surplus. The committee and partici-
pants decided to contribute this surplus to the State Office, which was handed over
to the State Secretary, UESI-TS., at the conference.

We extend our gratitude to the state secretary and office staff for their support
throughout the conference.
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- G. Shanthi Kumar,
Secretary, Shepherd Cell, UESI-TS.
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Collective Nouns

Collective nouns are words for groups of
people, animals or things.
These are nouns for groups of people:

an audience agang
aband a group
a choir ateam

Many collective nouns can be used with
a singular or plural verb.

For example:

My family was happy to see me.

or

My family were happy to see me.

But the following collective nouns always
take a plural verb:

cattle  people the police

ENGLISH

Here are more collective nouns that are
used for groups of people, animals or
things.

a class of pupils
a fleet of ships

a deck of cards

a gaggle of geese

a gang of robbers  a herd of cattle

a litter of cubs a pod of whales
Farmer John had several different kinds
of animals on his farm. Write the correct
collective noun for each group of his
animals.

Farmer John had:

a of geese
a of sheep
a of cattle
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What made you go to UP?

It was His call and command that
made me respond, obey, and go to
North India. God called me to North
India during my graduation 2nd year;
| got it confirmed through my quiet
time (Acts 26:16-18). Immediately
after finishing my graduation, | went
on a SVP as a student. My only com-
mitment is to work for the Lord in any
northern states of India. The life of
William Carey and his commitment
always threw a challenge for me. In
spite of many family struggles and
failures, William Carey stood by his
commitment.

In a similar way, during my graduation,
| lost my father and my younger broth-
er-in-law. During my post-graduation,
| lost my elder brother and grandma.
Anyway, after my B.Tech in 2009, for
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the first time, | went to Uttarakhand.
| stayed there for three years and
worked in various places. With the
help of God, | cleared my Gate exam
with my own preparation in 2012. |
have joined NIT Durgapur, West Ben-
gal, for my M.Tech. After completing
my post-graduation in 2014, | went
back to Uttarakhand because it was
a well-known place for me to search
for jobs in North India. | tried a lot,
but there were no openings. Then, a
brother informed me about a vacancy
at Modinagar SRM College. | prayed
and went to the interview. On that
day, my quiet time was 1 Samuel 16th
chapter, “David chosen to be king”
among all his seven brothers. When
| got selected, that same brother told
me that before your selection, there
were seven members who left this



position in a short span of time. This
is great evidence that God wanted me
to stay in Ghaziabad.

Explain your pioneering efforts

| always feel that doing ministry is my
minimum responsibility, and | must
do it. When | came for the first time
on August 28th, 2014, to Modinagar
SRM College, there was already a
small church youth group that used to
gather for Bible study once a week.
Due to some issues, the Bible study
was closed down in a few days later.
Then | started praying for colleges
that were surrounding my room.

For six months, | found no student
contact. Then | prayed for Ghaziabad,
which has many colleges. | was en-
couraged and confirmed by my quiet
time. David confirmed before going
for war on the Philistines (2 Samuel
5:19). Then | got the thought that if
| stay in Ghaziabad, | can look af-
ter both Modinagar and Ghaziabad.
| came to know that a small group
in the Hindon Air Force at Ghazi-
abad used to gather, but there were
no graduates there to help them.
When | met them, they told me a few
things before Bro. Rohan left Gha-
ziabad. | took Bible study for three
months for them. Unfortunately, all
were final-year students, and they
passed out. Initially, we started the
EGF meeting at our home, and after
that, we shifted it according to our
monthly plan.

One day, Bro Jankin, staff from Delhi
and | went to Modinagar to take Sun-
day worship for North East students
at Divya Jyothi College. After the wor-

ship, | gathered some of the students’
contact numbers. On September 17,
2015, with the help of graduates we
could conduct a one-day gospel re-
treat. There were 20 students from
Divya Jyothi College in Modinagar
and Subharthi University in Meerut.
All of them accepted the Lord as their
personal savior. From that day on, |
used to go every Sunday to take Bible
study in their hostel rooms. When
Bro. Ebby told me about the DT camp
in Greater Noida, almost all the stu-
dents who attended the gospel retreat
came to DTC.

After that, with the help of our staff, |
got a contact from Saraswati Medical
College in Hapur. We have conducted
pre-Christmas programs in SRM,
Divya Jyothi Subharthi, Saraswati,
and Rajnagar Extension. It has been
a double work for me to take Bible
study on the same day at different
places.

Bro. Ravi accompanied me for some
time, but | used to travel by bike all
alone, taking maximum time to meet
students at different places. Some-
times, it becomes mid-night by the
time | reach my home. We have
planned a separate DT camp from
August 29th to September 1st, 2018
for Modinagar, Hapur, Ghaziabad,
and Meerut. This was the first DT
camp, and we faced many problems.
It's a big story to explain.

Explain your involvement in the re-
gion and state.

| always wanted to work within my
surroundings because | am not a
capable person to work at a higher
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level. There was also fear inside of
me, because | am accountable if it is
from God’s side. Bro. Ebby encour-
aged and helped me become an
UP SPEC and UP TMC member for
Andhra and Telangana states. | was
in a great confusion when | was asked
to be the Agra regional coordinator
because | was already in charge of
two districts i.e. Ghaziabad and Ha-
pur. God also helped me to work as a
regional secretary.

What about your involvement in
the college where you worked?

| have not totally succeeded in start-
ing a Bible study on SRM campus. |
shared the gospel with many students
personally. | tried to gather a small
group, but | couldn’t make it possible.
One evening, | invited an M.Tech stu-
dent (Teja) to have dinner with me in
my room. After that, | shared gospel
with him personally. On that night
itself, he confessed his sins and ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ. He was
a brilliant student-topper at the univer-
sity. He was involved and shared his
testimony at the Greater Noida DTC.
Now he has a job, is married, and
settled in Chennai. And each year, we
used to celebrate the departmental
pre-Christmas program.

How did you manage ministry, job
and family?

| am not perfect to answer these three
big things. As a family, we are grow-
ing in the grace of God. In my job, |
do not take unnecessary leaves. | use
those leaves when they are neces-
sary for ministry. My wife Achsah is a
good believer, but she had no good
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exposure to the north Indian ministry.
So, all this year, | could help her better
understand the ministry. She is very
helpful and a great support to me.
Share any memorable experiences
in UP
Yeah! | have had many memorable
experiences in UP. | want to share
two unforgettable things. (i) One day,
a student (Lone) from Modinagar EU,
who attended DTC at Greater Noida,
went to meet his friend in Rajasthan.
There he met with a bike accident.
While he was riding, suddenly an ox
hit him with its horns, and he died. He
was the one with whom | had the privi-
lege of sharing the gospel and leading
him to the Lord. When Bro. Ebby and
| were discussing about this incident,
he said, “Shanthi, maybe for this rea-
son God placed you here.”
(i) When we were having a DTC
at Meerut, we needed around
Rs.20,000 to close the camp. On
that evening, two unknown per-
sons came to the camp site and put
some money in my hands. They ex-
plained that your church member
told us to give you money for camp
expenses.
What are your future plans that we
can pray for?
Presently, | am perusing my PhD from
NIT Manipur. Pray for my research
collaboration work with DMRL, Hyder-
abad. Also, pray for my family that we
may grow mutually in the Lord so that
we may serve Him in a better way.
- M. Shanthi Raju,
At present he is graduate
of L. B. Nagar
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A Testament to Inclusivity: Old and

New

God's demonstration of inclusivity

resonates throughout the scriptures.

Stories of Rahab’s rescue and Ruth’s

redemption in the Old Testament and

Matthew’s mention of four women

in Jesus’ genealogy - Tamar, Bath-

sheba, Rahab, and Ruth - in the New

Testament are prime examples. Even

the announcement of Jesus’ birth was

made not to the powerful or rich but to
humble shepherds, further establish-
ing the theme of inclusivity.

Jesus: The Epitome of Inclusivity

+ Jesus was radically inclusive, heal-
ing the ignored or rejected, like the
blind, the lame, the mentally ill, and
lepers.

+ Jesus chose people as disciples
who were so diverse, comprising
Simon from the Zealots and Mat-
thew the tax collector. They would
have struggled to be in the same
room together under normal cir-
cumstances.

+ Despite societal norms, Jesus ac-
knowledged His Messiah title to a
Samaritan woman of questionable
reputation first, who then spread
the news in her community (John
4:25-42).

* At His resurrection, Jesus chose to

appear first to Mary Magdalene and
asked her to carry the joyful news to
the disciples (John 20:17-18).
The Church and Inclusivity: One
Body, One Spirit
The church, as Paul says, is “one
body” (1 Cor. 8:11). Since Christ died
for all, each member is important,
reminding us that there’'s no room
for discrimination or exclusion in the
body of believers.
Our Call to Inclusivity
Inclusion is a fundamental aspect of
our faith. As disciples, we're called
to embrace all people, showing the
same love and acceptance that we've
received from our Lord. Striving for an
environment where everyone feels
valued and belongs is the embodi-
ment of inclusivity.
Do you find yourself struggling to be
generous towards people who are dif-
ferent from you? Think about how you
can be more open to connection with
others, and more closely follow Jesus’
example of radical inclusivity.

- Dr. P. Alpha V. S. Kumari
Visiting Faculty,

National Institute of Technology,
Warangal

(Lady graduate member,
T.S.E.G.F. Working Committee)
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INSPIRATION

“Blessed are the people whose God
is the Lord” (Ps 144:18), which is true
in my life. | was born and raised in East
Godavari District, Kakinada. Since
my childhood, | was eager to know
more about the Lord and would attend
prayers regularly.

The association with UESI started

During my college days at P.R.
Government College in Kakinada from
1973-76, | had the opportunity to attend
Bible studies led by a lecturer named
Mr. Prasad John and a Baptist mission-
ary named Mrs. Rickets.

Though | was not aware of UESI,
| used to attend retreats and Bible
studies. The registration fee for a one-
day retreat in those days was Rs. 2. It
was during one of these Bible studies
that | accepted Christ in December
1975. | have tasted the love and
affection shown by graduates during
that period.

Joining the Fellowship

From 1977-80, | was part of a larger
fellowship in Vizag during my PG stud-
ies at Andhra University, where | met
elders like Bro. JSA Julius, Bro. Ramya
Raj, and Bro. Siraj. My experiences with
UESI were truly amazing, and | was
drawn towards ministry by their humility
and love for God. For me, it appeared
like a different world altogether. UESI
staff used to stay with us in our rooms,
eat with us, and sleep on the bare floor

My Journey with UESI

with us. | have picked up the intricacies
of Bible studies and tasted wonderful
fellowship. What distinguishes UESI
from others lies in its core values.
Though | have not been in the core
decision-making group since the be-
ginning, | have been instrumental in
encouraging students for His kingdom. |
could say in a few words the amount of
joy, discernment, and spiritual nourish-
ment that have been added to my life. It
gives me immense pleasure whenever
I meet students and graduates. |, along
with my children, own the ministry.
Focus on People
In a nutshell, | can say that UESI
moulded me into a useful vessel to be
used in His vineyard. On the physical
front, it helped me reach top positions
in secular jobs. Praise be to the Lord.
My advice to the younger genera-
tion is to focus on people rather than
programs. Making relationships is more
important than just achieving goals.
It's important to lead a simple life and
regularly review the core values. This
helps us stay true to the right path set
by our forefathers. Even though many
organizations have come and gone, the
Lord has been keeping UESI alive for
decades as a living organ and will keep
it alive till He comes and sees that the
flame passes on.

- K.Satyanarayana,
Senior Graduate, Kompally
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RAJANNA SIRICILLA

il .
General Information

Students: 30,300

Colleges: 65 (Junior colleges: 38,
Degree colleges: 14, P.G Colleges: 2,
B.Ed. colleges: 3, Polytechnic colleg-

es: 2, Engineering Colleges: 1, Medi- §

cal colleges: 1, Other colleges: 4)
EU Students: (1+1), Families:4,
Single Men:3

A brief introduction to Rajanna Siri- g

cilla

Siricilla, a name derived from |

‘Sirishalla,” which translates to ‘centre

of wealth,” is a textile town. It's re-

nowned for its wealth of power looms,

textile processing, and dying units.
Also, the district is home to Vemu-

lawada, a revered pilgrimage center,

known as ‘Dhakshin Kaasi.’ Here, idol

worship is at its peak, with a Sanskrit

college and ‘vedapatashaalas’ in ma-

jor villages to train temple priests.

Challenges

+ Significant media influence among
students

+ Concentration of educational insti-
tutions in the Siricilla-Agraharam-
Vemulawada area (educational
hub), yet no graduate presence

* Drug and alcohol addiction among
ninth and tenth graders

+ Superstition beliefs among some
students

Praising Points
¢ Introduction of online EGF and BBS

for INTU girls

¢+ Conducted pre-Christmas  pro-
grams

+ Graduate presence in nearby

areas like siricilla, Vemulawada,
Musthabad, Yellareddygudem and
Rudrangi
Prayer Points
* The need for visionary graduate
families in the educational hub
+ Continuation of online EGF and
BBS
+ Qutreach to unreached places and
colleges in the district
+ God may send His co-workers to
this district for His cause.
- Rajender,
District Incharge
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1.What is temptation,
according to the Bible?
Temptation in the Bible is
when someone is enticed or drawn to-
wards sin or wrongdoing, going against
what God wants.

2.An example of temptation in the Bible

Jesus faced temptation in the wilder-
ness and resisted by quoting scripture.
This shows the importance of relying on
God's word to resist temptation.

3. What are some common challenges
Christian students face on college
campuses?

Christian students often face unique
challenges on college campuses. These
challenges stem from various factors,
including the secular environment, peer
pressure, and others.
1.Secular Environment: Many college

campuses have a predominantly secular

atmosphere, which can present chal-
lenges to maintaining a strong Christian
identity in the midst of diverse beliefs
and worldviews.

2.Peer Pressure: Students may en-
counter peer pressure to conform to
behaviors or attitudes inconsistent with
their Christian beliefs, such as partying,
substance use, or engaging in activities
contrary to their faith.

3.Intellectual Challenges: Exposure to
different philosophies and worldviews in
academic settings can lead to intellectual
challenges to Christian beliefs. Students
may need to navigate discussions and
defend their faith in a rational and in-
formed manner.

4.Time Management: The demands of
academic life, extracurricular activities,
and social commitments can make it
challenging for students to prioritize their
faith, attend church services, or engage
in spiritual practices consistently.

5.Isolation: Depending on the campus
culture, Christian students might feel

STUDENT CORNER
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isolated or marginalized for their beliefs.
This sense of isolation can make it dif-
ficult to find like-minded communities
and support.

6.Moral and Ethical Dilemmas: Students
may encounter situations that challenge
their moral and ethical principles, requir-
ing them to make difficult decisions that
align with their Christian values.

7.Cultural and Moral Relativism: A
prevailing attitude of cultural and moral
relativism can create an environment
where absolute truths are questioned.
This can be challenging for Christian stu-
dents who adhere to a belief in absolute
moral standards.

Understanding these challenges is the
first step towards finding effective solutions
and ensuring a fulfilling and enriching
college experience for Christian students.
4 What are some common temptations
Christians face?

Christians often face trials and temp-
tations that test their faith and moral
compass. These challenges range from
ethical dilemmas and materialistic desires
to personal pride.

1. Moral and Ethical Temptations:
Christians may grapple with temptations
to compromise their moral and ethical
principles, especially in situations where
societal norms conflict with biblical
teachings.

2. Materialism and Greed: The desire for
wealth, possessions, or success can be
a temptation that challenges Christians
to prioritize material gain over spiritual
values.

3. Sexual Temptations: Maintaining purity
and adhering to biblical standards in the
realm of sexuality can be a significant
challenge, particularly in a culture that
often promotes casual relationships and
immorality.

4. Pride and Ego: Christians may struggle
with the temptation of pride, placing their
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own desires or achievements above
God's will and seeking validation from
others rather than God.

5. Anger and Unforgiveness: The Bible
encourages forgiveness, but Christians
may face temptations to hold onto
grudges, harbor anger, or seek revenge
in response to personal offenses.

6. Lack of Trust in God: Temptations
to rely on one’s abilities, resources, or
human wisdom instead of trusting in
God’s guidance and provision can be a
common challenge.

7. Peer pressure and conformity: The
pressure to conform to worldly standards
or compromise Christian convictions in
social or professional settings can be a
recurring temptation.

8. Idolatry: Placing anything or anyone
above God can be a subtle temptation,
whether it be career, relationships, or
personal ambitions.

In navigating these temptations, it's crucial

to remember the core Christian values of

faith, humility, and forgiveness.

5.How can Christian students overcome

temptation?

As a Christian student, it can be challeng-

ing, especially when faced with temptation.

Here are some strategies to help you stand

your ground:

1.Know Scripture: Familiarize yourself
with the Bible and memorize verses
that address specific temptations. Use
God’s Word as a source of guidance and
strength when facing challenges

2.Prayer: Develop a consistent and
sincere prayer life. Seek God’s help,
wisdom, and strength in resisting temp-
tations. Praying regularly keeps you
connected to God and reinforces your
dependence on Him

3.Fellowship: Surround yourself with
other believers who share your values.
Engaging in a supportive Christian com-
munity provides encouragement and
reinforcement against temptations.

4.Fleeing from Temptation: The Bible
advises fleeing from situations or cir-
cumstances that may lead to temptation.
Joseph’s response to Potiphar’s wife.

5.Reliance on God’s Strength: Acknowl-
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edging personal weakness and relying
on God’s strength is essential. The Bible
teaches that God provides a way out of
every temptation and that believers can
lean on His power (1 Cor 10:13).

6.Accountability: Share your struggles
with a trustworthy friend, mentor, or
fellow believer. Establishing account-
ability helps you stay on track, receive
support, and encourage transparency in
your journey.

7.Avoid Trigger Situations: Identify
environments or situations that trigger
temptations and take proactive steps
to avoid them. This could involve mak-
ing conscious choices about the media
you consume, the places you go, or the
company you keep.

8.Set Boundaries: Establish clear bound-
aries in various aspects of your life, such
as relationships, entertainment, and
work. Boundaries help protect you from
situations that may lead to temptation.

9.Practice self-discipline: Develop self-
discipline in your daily life. Small acts
of discipline in areas like time manage-
ment, habits, and decision-making can
strengthen your ability to resist larger
temptations.

10.Focus on the positive: Instead of
dwelling on what you're trying to avoid,
concentrate on positive actions and hab-
its. Redirect your energy toward activities
that align with your Christian values

11.Renew Your Mind: Regularly renew
your mind through meditation on scrip-
ture and positive, uplifting thoughts.
Transforming your thought patterns can
positively impact your behaviors and
responses to temptations.

12.Seek Professional Help if Needed:
If a particular temptation becomes over-
whelming, consider seeking guidance
from a pastor, counselor, or another
professional who can provide special-
ized support.
Remember, overcoming temptation is a

journey. Stay committed, lean on your faith,

and you'll emerge victorious.

- Ram Babu,
BHEL Zone, Hyderabad
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UESI - TS MONTHLY REQUIREMENT - Rs.11 Lacs.
Feb-24
RECEIPTS Rs. PAYMENTS Rs.
General Contribution 8,02,976.00 |Field Staff Salary 4,28,059.62
- |Field Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 1,71,709.00

Deficit 1,55,797.56 |Office Staff Salaries 72,483.78
Office Staff Reimbursement (HRA,MA,TA) 26,944.00
MUT 3,200.00
UESI 25,000.00
NEGF 3,000.00
Bihar State Support 16,000.00
Jharkhand State Support 8,000.00
Panjab State Support 10,000.00
Staff Health Insurance 68,001.00
Gratuity Fund 19,333.00
Subsidy to VV 10,000.00
Children Education Allowance Phase -2 36,000.00
Repairs & Maintenance 61,043.16

Total 9,58,773.56 | Total 0.58,773.56

OTHER FUNDS
RECEIPTS [ Rs. [ PAYMENTS I Rs.
UESI (Support from EGF's) [ 2,20,900.00 JUESI [ 2,20,900.00
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